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Woman is ſoft, and of a tender Heart, 
Apt to receive, and to retain Love's Dart 
Man has a Breaſt robuſt, and more ſecure 3 
It wounds him not ſo deep, nor hits ſo ſure. 
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RASH RESOLVE: 


without Temple-Bar ; and S. CHAPMAN, at the 
Angel in Pall-Mall. 1724. | 


«Lane 


we 
WE * 


OE 


Ce ea re es mn COON 


The Right Honourable 
Lady RUMNEP.. 
May it pleaſe your LapySHir, 


quainted but with 
part of thoſe ſhining 
ualities which make 


WHOSE who are ac- 


N 


- 


V 
2 
* 
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* 
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L.. up the Character of 
your Ladyſhip, and conſider you 
only as a Woman of Rank, ad- 
An fine Senſe, and the _ 
diſcerning ment in the 
A. World; 


# 
> - 


vi DEDICATION 
World ; will, perhaps, be aſto- 
niſh'd at my Preſumption in 
throwing at your Feet a Trifle ſo 
little capable of meriting your 
Regard : But thoſe who are hap- 
pily admitted to a nearer View, 
and have ſhard the Effects of 
your condeſcending Sweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition, will eaſily forgive me 
when they remember, that the 
leſs worthy is the Offering, the 
greater Goodneſs is requiſite for 
the Acceptation. 

B UT this Reaſon (tho' cer- 
tainly a very material one) is not 


the only one which inducd me 
to intrear your Ladyſhip's Pro- | 


a 


tection. ——Flattery is a Vice 
ſo much in Faſhion, and, I am 
ſorry to ſay, ſo much encouraged, 
that there is nothing more df. 
cult than to find a Patron who | 
not expects, nor would be 

pleaſed with it: Where then 
DN | ſhould 


: | 


DEDICATION. vi 
ſhould a Perſon, by Nature a- 
verſe, and by Precept taught to. 
EZ ſhun it, make an Addreſs of this. 
Nature, but to a Lady whoſe, 
= Perfections ſtrike all Encomiums 
dumb, becauſe they cannot reach 
her Worth ? — 2 Lady, whoſe 
Character is. ſo juſtly eſtabliſh'd 
for all thoſe Graces both of 
Mind and Body, which can be 
an Ornament to our Sex, that 
it would be as needleſs as vain 
to attempt a Repetition of 
them ! - .You, Madam ! are 
poſſeſod of Charms which the 
Soul only can deſcribe ! — tis 
not in Words to ſpeak them. 
We all admire the Diamond's 
ſparkling Luſtre ; but tho we 
gaze never ſo long on the thou- 
ſand differing colourd Rays it 
caſts, no Artiſt yet had ever 


skill to 1 the Brightneſs of 
. 


10 


vii DEDICATION. 
I O the Motives already men- 


tioned, I cannot forbear adding 
the Confeſſion of another, that 
of indulging my Pride in teſti- 
yung to the World the Honour 
F receive in your vouchſafing to 
read the Products of a Genius, 
which, wanting the Improve- 


ments of a learned Education, 


pretends no farther Merit, than 
an Aim to pleaſe. My Ambition 
is in this, by your Ladyſhip's 
porn Goodneſs, ſufhciently * 
ratified, and it is this which 
Jia ms me into a grateful Ac- 


knowledgmentr. 


ALL that I have to offer in 
Defence of the following little 
Hiſtory, is, That there is ſomething 
ſo very particular and uncommon MX 
in the Misfortunes of her who is 
the Subject of it, that I think 
cannot fail of exciting Com- 
paſſion in a generous Mind: and 
ho how 


DE DICATION ix 
how blameable ſoever her Con- ; 
luct may appear, in one Affain 

he Train of Woes it drew on' 


N 


her I prevail to {often the Seyerity 


1 
on, 
2 


of Cenſure.— But I will not 
attempt any thing in her Vindi- 
cation, let her own unequalld 
Sufferings plead for her: I am 
confident, were the Fair Unfortu- 
nate (till living, She would as 
readily ſubmit her Fate to the 
Determination of ſo ſweet a 


* 
oy 


Judge, as I do my weak Endea - 
vours to repreſent it. T am, 

” Mavam = 
With the moſt profound Reſpect, 


Tor Ladyfips © © 
Entirely Devoted... 


muoſt Faithſul and 
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The RA 811 RE CVE 
, 0 ta Fate, which damps the 


A 


Poet Flame, 
| A Maſe, unfriended, greets thy rifing 
Urvers* 41 in Exvy . 585 Fart vy s 8 
Greatneſs ſhe flies, yet Merit claims her Praiſe ; 
Nor will (he, at her with ring Wreath; repine, 


But ſmile, if Fame, and Fortune cher Y thine. 


THE Siſter Scimees un Genius warm, wt 0 
Aud, with their Strength, thy Ser 2 amn. 

In thy Full Figures, Paintings Furce we fd, 

As Mific "charms, 2% Language lifts the Mind. 
Thy Pow giver Form, and touches ito Lie Go 
The Paſſions imag'd in their bleeding Strife- Wan 
Contraſted Strokes, true Art, and 'Fanty, Hou, 3 
And Lights, and Shades, in lively mixture 

Thus Fear flies Hope, large Redſon Love's Guan, 
Jealouſy wonnds and Friendſbip heult the Soul: 
Black Falſhood wears bright Gallantry's Diſguiſe," 
And the gilt Cloud enchants the Fair One's Eyes. 
Thy Dames, in Grief, and Frailties, lovely ſhine, 
Aud when moſt mortal, half appear divine, 
Hr uben ſome? Godlike, fav rite Paſſion ſways, 
The willing Heart ioo fatally obeys, 

Great Minds lament, what cruel Cenſure blames, 
_ ruin d Virtue geu'rous Pity claims. 


ELIZA, ſtill impaint Love's pow'rful Queen ! 

Let Love, 127 Love! adorn each fo elling Scene. 

Arm'd with keen N it, in Fame's wide Liſts ad- 
vance 

Spain yields in Fiction, in Politeneſs, France. 

Such Orient Light, as. the firſt Poets knew, 

ym lun 10 Mak, and brightes ev ry 

ew ! 

A ſtrong, 4 glorious 4 rü, Fre, 

Which warms cold re [dom into wild: Defire ! 

Thy Fable glows ſo rich thro* ev? ry Page, 

What MoraPs Force e can the fiercs Heat + afſuage 2 


AND ye, 
prove 


The ſad, the dear Perplexities of Love! 


hos ſay, uf 6: ever doom'd to 
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Where Jeeming Tranſport ſoftens ev ry Pain, 
Where fancy d Freedom waits the winuing Chain! 
Vary ng from Pangs to wifonary J. 
_ the Fate, and er as it deſtroys d 
they, i Love to ſudden Rage, gives way, 
Au the ſoft P on not reſume its Sway? + : 


Charming, charm d, can Love from Love 
air? | 


Can a cold Convent quench th? 8 Fire ? 


Precept, if. human, may our Thoughts _ ne, 
More, we Adenive:! but cannot prove divine. 
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#8 RASH RESOLVE: 
The Untimely Diſcovery. 


my 3 


a 


„— 


PARTY 


HO" nothing is more laudable than 
&y a Firmneſs of Reſolution, yet there 
is no one thing more apt to bring 
us into Misfortunes, than too in- 
| eonſiderately to form them: Whoe- 
ver fixes a Determination to do; or leave undone 
any Action of Importance, ought to adviſe with 
Time, .and deliberately weigh not only all ap- 
parent Obſtacles, but alſo all that may poſſibly 
ariſe either to thwart the preſent Intention, or 
obligate Repentance if compleated. If the moſt 
lively and penetrating 1 that ever was known, 
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2 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
aWiſdom wonderful in Youth, a Depth of Learn- 
ing which ſcarce anyof the Fair Sex could boaſt, 
an elevated Genius, and Sublimiry of 'T hought, 
a Soul compoſed of Honour, Courage, Grati- 
Pon Generoſity, Fortitude, and all thoſe Virtues 


| which wear the Name of Manly, joined with 


Tenderneſs, Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and e- 
very Grace with which the ſofter Specie attracts, 

and charms, could render the Perſon poſleſs'd of 
them happy, the lovely Subject of the follow- 
ing Sheets had been as remarkable for her good 
Fortune, as the ill Influence of her Stars have 
made her for the contrary. 


EMANUELLA, fo ſhe was call'd, was 
born in Porto-Rico, one of thoſe Iſlands belonging 
to the Spaniſh Mieſt-Iudies, the Government of 
which had been given to her Father, Don Alvarez, 


by his moſt Catholick Majeſty. She had the miſ- 


fortune to loſe her Mother very young, but not- 
withſtanding that, and the Diſadvantage of be- 
ing educated: in a Place which could boaſt of 


but little Politeneſs, the Care and Tenderneſs 


of. Alvarez, whoſe only Child ſhe was, ſuffici- 
ently compenſated for all other Wants: Per- 


ceiving her of an uncommon Aptitude for Learn- 


ing, he ſent for the beſt Maſters to inſtruct 5 

in the Latin, French, and Tralian Tongues, i 
Which ſhe became ſo perfect in a little e. 

as alſo in Muſick, Dancing, Singing and Paint- 


ing, that it was hard to ſay in which ſhe moſt i 


exce!lPd : All the Muſes! all the Virtues! all the 
Graces ! ſeem'd afſembled in her Soul, and in- 


ſpir'd her Converſation with ſuch different ways 


of charming, that what kind ſoever the Heart 


ya \ T1 _awWs 


1 55 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 3 
find it there: As to the Beauties of her Perſon, 
tho? few of the moit celebrated ones could boaſt 


of more, yet they were ſo far exceeded by thoſe. 


of the interior Part, that I ſhall only ſay the 
Brightneſs of her Mind ſhone in her Eyes, enli- 
ven'd all her Air, and whether ſhe ſpoke, or 
look d, or mov'd, an awe-mix'd Sweetneſs 
ſpread it ſelf around her, at once ſurprizing, 


; | pleaſing and commanding. 


ADORN'D with all theſe ſhining Qua- 


lifications, *tis eaſy to believe how dear 


; ſhe was to her Father; but alas! it was not 
many years after ſhe was capable of knowing 
how happy ſhe was, before ſhe loſt it; the good 


XZ Alvarez died when ſhe was about Fifteen, and it 


vas from that fatal Moment ſhe might date the 
beginning of that Series of continued Woe, 


= which to the end of her Life attended her. Not 


but ſhe was left in a Circumſtance, which, if 


Wealth could bribe ill Fate, was ſufficient to 


| ſhield her from all the Vexations of Life; but 

where a Perſon is deſtin'd to Misfortunes, that 

XX which to others would prove a Bleſſing, is to them 
acurſe; theRiches ſhe was poſſeſs d of, ſerv'd but 


co attract a Number of pretended Friends, but in 


reality only ſo to themſelves, and the open, noble 
Frankneſs of her Diſpoſition to lay her liable to 
their Inſinuations. She was ſo entirely free from 
fall Deceit, and Artifice herſelf, that till a too 
dear Experience convinced her, it was very dif- 
fccult for her to entertain a Elief there was ſuch 
Baſeneſs in the World. | | 


BUT to go on gradually -with the little 
iſtory I am about to make, the time of Mourn- 


ig for Alvarez was no ſooner expired, than ſhe 
_ began to have a paſſionate Deſire to leave the 


BD 3 Place 


* 


4 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 


Place ſhe was in; the Delicacy of her Taſte, 
joined to the Improvements of her Education, 
made her uneaſy to continue Where ſhe could 


find nothing like herſelf to converſe with. Be- 


ſides, ſhe had many Relations at Madrid, and did 
not doubt but in ſo populous a City, ſhe ſhould 
meet with Entertainments ſuitable to her Ge- 
nius. But how great was her Vexation, when 
having prepared every thing for her Departure, 
ſhe met with an Obſtacle entirely unforeſeen ? 
Don Pedro, who by her Father's Will, and her 
own Conſent was made her Guardian, having 
the vaſt Fortune lefr her in his Poſſeſſion, could 
not think of parting with it ſo eaſily; he had 


a Son, whom ever {ſince the Death of Alvarez, 


he had been caſting about how to ingratiate ro 
the Affections of this young Heireſs: He had 
indeed never hinted any ſuch matter to her as 
yet ; nor had the intended Lover made the leaſt 
Declaration of a Paſſion, but it was only becauſe 


the one thought it early enough, and that there 


being none of a ſuperior Fortune in the Place, 
there was little danger of the Offer being refu- 
ſed whenever it ſhould be made ; and the Silence 
of the other proceeded from a juſt Senſibility 
of his own Demerits, and a true Reſpect for the 
engaging Emannella: for he had ſo little to re- 
commend him in his Perſon, that had his Soul 


been poſleſs'd of no greater Beauties, he would 4 
have been but little regarded by all that knew | 


him. His Stature was very diminutive, his Limbs 
unhappily fram'd, his Face caſt in a Mould fo 
rough, whoever look'd on it, would have 
believed that Nature was abſent at his Forma- 
tron, and left the work to Chance ; his very 


Voice' was diſagreeable, and his heſitating Ac- 


cents 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 5. 
cents diſgrac'd the Meaning he endeavour'd to 
expreſs. Bur in this unlovely Out- ſide, there 
was a Jewel lock'd, whole Worth made full 
amends for all his other Wants.: He had ex- 
cellent Senſe, Honour, Good-Nature, Genero- 
ſity, and a thouſand other Virtues better de- 
ſcrived by his own Actions, than by the Pen of 
any Writer; bur had he been poſſeſs'd of more 
good Qualities than ever Man pretended to, it 
could not be expected that with theſe interior 
Charms alone, a Lady ſo young and beautiful, 
as Emanuella, could be influenced. She was 
indeed too good a Judge of Wit herſelf, not to 
admire it in another; ſhe acknowledged Don 
Marco's, (for that was his Name) and would 
often, notwithſtanding the Misfortune of his ill 
manner of Delivery, take Pleaſure in hearing 
his Notions of things. She approv'd of his Con- 
verſation, and had a very great Friendſhip for 
him, till the Knowledge of his, or rather his 
Father's Deſigns, reverſed. thoſe favourable 
Thoughts, and turn'd her all into Diſdain. 

BEING reſolv'd to leave the Iſland with the 
firſt Ship, ſhe ſent for Don Pedro, to adviſe with 
him on the ordering her Affairs; ſhe could not 
think it ſafe or practicable to take her whole 
Effects with her, and therefore thought it pro- 
per to ſettle a Correſpondence how they might 
be ſent after her, and in what hands truſted. 
Don Pedro, who before had heard of her De- 
ſigu, thought it now high time to diſcover the 
Secret he ſo long had kept; and making her a 
low Bow, It is eaſy, Madam, ſaid he, for us to 
contrive means to. ſend your Fortune either to 
| Madr id, or any other Place you ſhall command, 
but it will not be ſo eaſy to bring us to 2 

1 1 ; ent 


6 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 

ſent to the parting with your ſelf. -—- You 
here receiv'd your Being ; — here your Educa- 
tion ; are a Native — a Property of this Place ; 
and when you attempt to deprive us of that 


Right we claim of your Preſence, the whole 


Iſland would riſe in Arms; nor ought you to 
wonder if in ſo juſt a Cauſe I ſhould appear their 
Head, and force your Stay, if ſoft Perſuaſion | 
fails. The old Gentleman was ſo little accuſ- 
tomed to Gallantry, that Emanuella could not 
help laughing at theſe Words, which ſhe had 
not the leaſt Thought were ſpoke with any o- 
ther Deſign ; and perceiving he had done, Well 
well, Don Pedro ! return'd ſhe, I do not doubt 
but in ſuch a Cauſe as this I ſhould be able to 
make my party good againſt the Iſlanders, even 
tho' you ſhould appear their Head, as you. 
threaten ; but to ſhew you that I am not - for 
War, if Peace may be maintain'd on honourable - 
Terms, pray what have you to offer me here in 
lieu of thoſe Advantages I may expect elſe- 


Where? That (reply'd the other haſtily) which if 


duly weigh'd, is of more Eſtimation than the 
whole World beſide ; a Love accompanied by 
Sincerity, Conſtancy, and Truth, —- a Paſſion. 
pure as the Zeal which warms the Martyr's 
Breaſt, and everlaſting as his Reward. All this 
was ſo far from giving her any Notion of his 


- Intention, that ſhe had no other Surprize than 


to find him in a Diſpoſition ſo different from 
his former Gravity; and believing he aſſum'd 
this Air of Raillery only to divert her, would 
not baulk his Good-Humour, but return'd an 
Anſwer ſuch as ſhe thought ſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion: It you were in a Condition (ſaid ſhe mer- 
rily) 1 ſhould be half in hope it was of your 


Heart -. 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 7 
Heart I had made ſo great a Conqueſt ; but as 
you are not yet, nor like to be a Widower, I 
muſt entreat you to inform me who it is has felt 
the Effects of a Power I never had any Reaſon 
to have an Opinion of till now. Alas, Madam ! 
(reſumed the Don) it would ill become the Au- 
tumn of my Age to attempt to pleaſe the de- 
lightful Bloom of yours. — No, no, I would 
not thus affront your Beauty. — But I have a 
Son whoſe Years will not diſgrace the Paſſion 
he profeſſes.— Nor will his Suit, I hope, be 
unworthy your Regard. Theſe Words were 
like a Clap of Thunder to Emanuella's Ears: the 
manner in which they were ſpoke joined to a 
thouſand little Paſſages, which when they hap- 
pened, were unheeded, but now all at once 
occur'd to her Remembrance, made her indeed 
believe he meant what he faid : But not yet 
fully aſſured, And are you in earneſt ? cry'd ſþe, 
(with a Voice which teſtified both her Amaze- 
ment and Indignation.) But he, whoſe Pride 
would not permit him to be eaſily quell'd, was 
ſo far from excuſing the Preſumption of his 
Application, that he rather reſented the little 
Deterence ſhe paid him. I know not, reſumed 

be, tor what Reaſon you ſhould make a doubt 
of it; there is not ſo great a Diſparity either in 
Birth or Fortune, to oblige you to think it ſtrange 
I ſhould offer at an Alliance. You will 
leave me to be Judge of that (anſwer'd ſhe, grow- 
ing ſtill more diſturb'd) but 1 defire not a Re- 
petition of Genealogies, or a Calculation how 
many Thouſands either of us are poſſeſs'd of; tis 
fufficient I am not ignorant what is in your 
hands of mine, which I ſhall call for in, as ſoon 
_ 85 I have confider'd of a Perſon proper to be 
intruſted 


8 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
intruſted in ſuch an Affair. She ſpoke no more 
at that time, but continued walking up and 
down the Room, by her outward Diſorders 
making viſible the inward Agitations of her 
Soul: Don Pedro, who had as much Cunning 
as Pride, obſerv'd every Motion, and believing 
he had gone too far, endeavour'd to mitigate 
the Boldneſs of his firit Expreſſions, by pleading 
his Concern for the Welfare of an only Son, who 
could not live without her. Bur all he could 
ſay to this purpoſe, was ineffectual to abate the 
Indignation ſhe had conceiv'd at ſo diſpropor- 
tionable a Propoſal, and the more he endeavour'd 
at it, the more ſhe grew incenſed ; till at laſt 
weary of his Importunities, ſhe deſir'd him to 
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1 leave her Houſe, and to prepare to make up his 
1 Accompts with her by the next day; ſtill aſſu- © 
ll ring him ſhe was determined to take ſhipping * 
1 by the firſt Opportunity. The Chagreen this 
1 Accident gave her, was very great; ſhe was 
1 diſappointed in the Hope of maintaining a friend- 
1 Jy Correfpondence with a Man who had the Pgw- | 
1 er of being very ſerviceable to her in thoſe Af- 
ll fairs which ſhe was inexperienced in, and which 
lil Her Soul, delighting in ſublimer Contemplations, 
1 was unwilling to be amus'd in. Young as ſhe 
was, ſhe had a very good gueſs at the Language 
[I of rhe Eyes, and eaſily found by his, that ſhe. 
0 muſt expect no Obligations from him, unleſs ſhe 
Fl could conſent to come into his Meaſures, than 
Il which nothing could be more averſe to her In- 
0 clinations, and conſequently to her Defigns ; for 
1 ſhe was not of a Diſpoſition to reſolve on the 
1070 one, without having firſt conſulted ' the other: 
| Ml But tho' ſhe. foreſaw many little Vexations 
i would attend this Quarrel with her Guardian, 
11 ; | | yet 
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The Untimely Diſcovery. 9 
yet ſhe was far from having any Suſpicion, he 
had Baſeneſs enough in his Nature to act in the 
manner he was already forming, and ſhe ſoon 
after experiene de 7115 

'THIS ſordid-temper'd Wretch always look'd 
on every thing as his own. that once he had the 
Poſſeſſion of; and to think of parting with fo 
much Money: as the miſtaken good Opinion of 
Alvarez. had entruſted him with, was ſuch a 
Dagger to his Heart, that he had reſolv'd ra- 
| ther to have Recourſe to any Meaſures, than to 
| endure it: He therefore contrived a Scheme, 
| which by the Vileneſs, as well as Cunning of 
it, one would think could only be ſuggeſted by 
the Devil himſelf ; he pretended that the late 
= Governor, to maintain himſelf in a Grandeur far 
beyond what either his Poſt or Paternal Eſtate 
X would allow, had at ſeveral times borrowed 
2X vaſt Sums of Money of him, ſome of which had 
been repaid, and for the Security of the remain- 
ing Part, had made over his Jewels, Plate, 
Houſhold-Goods, and all other Moveables to 
him, and ſent Officers to ſeize immediately on 


every thing. It was to no purpoſe that Ema- 


nuella, ſurpriz d as ſhe was, had Preſence of 


Xx Mind to argue on this ſcore more like a Perſon 
whom many Years Experience had made perfect 
in the Law, than a young Virgin, who till th's 
Hour ne'er knew what 'twas to hear a Word 


£4 which had the ſound of Bufineſs. — But in 


Xx vain it was, that ſhe repreſented the Illegality 


of the Action, that ſhe might juſtly ſue them 
for a Robbery, there being nothing really due to 
Don Pedro, or if there had, he could not juſtify 


the ſeizing on her Goods without a long Proceſs, 


and a Warrant proper for that End ; they told 
C her 
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her their Buſineſs was not to examine into the 
Merits of the Cauſe, Don Pedro muſt look to 


that ; they had an Order for what they did, 


and if ſhe thought herſelf injur'd, ſhe muſt 
make Appeal elſewhere. Theſe ſort of Replies 
were all her fine Reaſoning could draw from 
them, and ſhe would not make uſe of Reproaches 
to them, who ſhe knew did but as their Fun- 
&ion required, but reſerv'd them all for the 
baſe Pedro. She ſeveral times ſent to his Houſe, 
and other Places in ſearch of him, -but he was 
no where to be found, and ſhe was obliged 
without even the Satisfaction of Complaint, to 
ſee her rich Furniture torn down by the Hands 


of theſe robu.ſt Fellows, her Wardrobe ranſack- 


ed, her Coffers borne away to the Houſe of 
Pedro, while herſelf was left without fo much 


as a Bed to lie on, or a ſecond Suit of Clothes 


to change for thoſe ſhe had on. — She was 
not without Conſideration by what means ſhe 
ſhould ſeek Redreſs for fo inhuman, and unex- 
ampled a Wrong ; but alas ! the artful Villain 
had watch'd his Opportunity, the Perſons ap- 
pointed by her Father's Will Truſtees, were nei- 
ther of them at that time on the Iſland, and 
the new Governor not being yet arrived, there 
was no body in whoſe power it was to examine 


into this Affair; and againſt there was, he had 


provided, if the worſt ſhould happen, ſome to 
make Oath of Debts contracted by Alvarez, 
and an Inventory of that Part of his perſonal E- 
ſtate which he had ſeiz'd (and might eafily do, 


having them in his Poſſefſion)to prove that they | 


were alſo aſſigned to him: Nor was this the 
Extent of his monſtrous Stratagem, as ſhe was 
left in a deſolate and naked Houſe, with only 

| - three 


1 


— 6 *% 
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three or four of her weeping Servants, not yet 
determined where or to whom ſhe ſhould fly 
for Shelter, the ſame Officers again broke in, 
and ſeiz'd her Perſon, by the ſame Orders as 
they had done her Effects: This laſt Stroke was 


1 infinitely more ſevere to her, than all the reſt 


had been; at Liberty, ſhe was not without hope 
of ſome Redreſs ; but to be confin'd, and in the 
power of ſo inhuman a Villain, gave her Ap- 
prehenſions which not all her ſtock of Courage 


could enable her to ſuſtain : She fainted ſeveral 


| times before they carried her away ; the Fel- 


X lows who at this Sight, hardened as they were, 


bs. began to feel Compaſſion, endeavour'd to 
give her ſome Conſolation, by telling her their 


Orders were not to carry her to Priſon, but to 


the Houſe of Don Pedro, who *twas poflible 
XX would come to Terms of Accommodation with 
"RT her; but this was ſo far from working the Ef- 
fect they aim'd at, that it gave an Addition to 
her Perplexities. O (ſaid ſhe) bear me to Priſon, 
to Death, to any thing, rather than place me 
under the Roof: of that conſummate Villain! 
that Fiend more black than Hell it ſelf can fur- 

gniſn! He has no Offers to make me, but ſuch 
Jas, wretched as I am, I'd ſooner die than ac- 

cept.— She vented her Paſſion in many ſuch 


like Expreſſions, but neither the ſteddy Calm- 


neſs which had appeared in her Countenance, 
during the whole time of their removing her 
Goods, nor the Agonies this laſt Surprize had 
& thrown her in, were of any Force to give a 
Turn to her Condition; ſhe was in the hands 
of Perſons who are not much accuſtomed to 
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is a vaſt difference between thoſe People who are 


ſures he had ſo unjuſtly ſeiz'd, that ſhe 
would ever have been brought to forgive the 
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in the Out- rage he had begun, prepared A 
Room for her, little different from thoſe in a 


12 The"Raſh Reſolve : or, 
Sentiments ſo contrary to their Profeſſion; ſhe 
was obliged to go with them to the Houſe of 
Don Pedro, where their Commiſſion being ended, 
ſhe was left in the Care of ſome of his Servants ; 
for neither he, nor his Son, were in the way, or 
at leaſt would not appear till the firſt Emotions 
of her Paſſion were a httle abated. Bur there 


incens'd at every- little Accident that happens 
to thwart their Inclinations, and thoſe whoſe 
Paſſions are not to be raiſed but on ſome extra- 
ordinary Occaſion ; — the firſt as they are im- 
mediately angry, ſo they are as immediately re- 
conciled ; but the others, when once pro- 
vok'd, are for a long time, if ever they are pre- 
vail'd on, in the ſame Humour. Of this laſt 
Sort was Emanuella; there was ſcarce a Probabi- 
lity, that had Don Pedro recanted, and preſent- 
ly reſtored her to her Liberty with the Trea- 


Affront he had put upon her: Nor indeed, can 
I ſee why ſhe ſhould, for tho' the World is apt 
to give to ſuch a Diſ polition the Epithets 
of Malicious and Revengeful, yet as there is 
certainly a Juſtice due to our ſelves as well as 
to others, in my Opinion to renew a Friend- 
ſhip with a Perſon whoſe Unworthineſs or 
Baſeneſs has once forfeited it, is to put it in his 
power a ſecond time to deceive us, and no other 
than joining in our own Deſtruction. Don Pedro, 
however, did not make the tryal, but perſiſting 


common Goal ; the Windows of it were grated, 


cp the Door always N cloſe lock'd, de 6 
when 


no other way to force her to marry his Son, | 
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when any Perſon came in to bring her meat : 
nor was her Attendance more reſpectful, he de- 
nied her to be waited on by one of her own 
Sex; fearing, as ſhe was afterwards inform'd, 
her Tears and Eloquent Manner of expreſſing 
her Misfortunes might influence them to pity 
her Condition, ſo far as to attempt her Reliet.— 
She had the Privilege of indulging her Melan- 
choly undiſturbed for two Days, at the end of 
which Don Pedro, imagining the Violence of her 
Fury pretty well exhauſted, went to make her 
a Viſit. Bur to what a height does the Sight of 
the Offender- tranſport the huſh'd Diſorders ? 
Emanuella, whoſe Philoſophy had enabled her to 
bear the Treatment ſhe had met, with much 
more Moderation than the generality of the 
World could have done, and depended entirely 
on Heaven for the Redreſs of her Injuries, now 
loſt all Patience; ſhe upbraided him in Terms, 
which if not ſevere enough for the Baſeneſs he 
had been guilty of, yet in ſuch bitter ones, that 
ſhe herſelf thought afterwards were unbecom- 
ing theMildneſs of her Sex ; and indeed ſhe had 
ſo great an Averſion for Railing, that ſhe has 
been often heard to ſay, no Uſage could excuſe 
it: — And *tis certain, the edge of her Inye- 

ctives had been much leſs keen, it Don Pedro, to 
his other Crimes, had not in this Viſit offer'd 
an additional Indignity, which to the delicacy of 
her Soul was leſs pardonable than his former 
ones. His arthy and groveling Diſpoſition, ren-' 
dring him incapable of judging of the Elegance 
of her's, made him affront her when he meant 
quite otherwiſe: Among ſome other faintExcules 
for what he had done, he told her that, he had 


but 


I4 The Raſh Reſolve : or, 
but as ſoon as ever, ſhe conſented to that; ſhe 
| ſhould not only be put in poſſeſſion of all, the 
Care of Alvarez, had heaped up for her, but alſo 
of Treaſures which in no other Match ſhe could 
expect. Not the poor Cottage Maid, who on 
the mountain 'Tops, expoſed to Winter's Colds, 
and Summer's Heats, watches her little Flock, 
nor knows what Grandeur means, had leſs of 
Pride than Emanuella; yet here, the new, and 
ne'er till now experienced Gueſt uſurp'd the 
whole Dominion o'er her Soul, and fir'd each 
Faculty with generous Scorn. — Wretch (cry'd 
ſhe) who ignorant of Merit, and far incapable 
of judging by what the noble Mind is ſway'd, 
thou thinkeſt all Diſpoſitions like thy own, and 
conſcious of thy own Depravity of Nature, haſt 
dar'd to hope thou haſt the means to force, or 
bribe me to thy Purpoſe ; — but know, pre- 
ſuming Fool! I view thy executed Spite, and 
proffer'd Love with equal Eyes, and think them 
both below my Anger, and fit Subjects only for 
Diſdain. She ſpoke much more to the ſame 
purpoſe, but Don Pedro knowing how entirely 
he had her in his power, was not at all mov'd 
at it, and doubted not but in a little time when 
the found there was no other Poſſibility of re- 
gaining her Liberty, ſne would recede from her 
preſent Haughtineſs of Diſpoſition: He did 
not fail to let her know what his Thoughts 
were on this Occaſion, and expreſſed them in a 
faſhion ſo inſulting, that it encreaſed her Rage; 
till finding all ſhe could ſay ineffectual to bring 
him to any juſt Senſe of the Villany he was 
guilty, or to make him ſee how improbable 
it was ſhe ſhould ever be brought to yield to 
what he deſir'd by ſuch Methods, ſhe ar length 

BIA de ſiſted 
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deſiſted, and reſolved to ſpeak to him no more. 
*Tis probable the old Don. was a little nettled 
at her Behaviour, but he made no ſhew of it; 
and only telling her, if ſhe would not be per- 


ſüuaded to become his Daughter, he ſhould take 


care to be ſo far a Father [to her, as to ſecure 
her Perſon and Fortune from being laviſh'd a- 


way on a worſe Choice, took his Leave. If a 
. Condition ſuch as hers could admit of any Hap- 


pineſs, it was at ſeeing him depart the Sight 
of him was juſtly deteſtable to her, and the more 
ſo, becauſe being an utter Enemy to Paſſion, ſhe 
was almoſt as ready to condemn her ſelf for the 
Extravagancies it made her guilty of, as he who 
had occaſioned it: Nothing could be more ex- 
emplary than her manner of ſupporting this 
Confinement, the Excellence of her Principles 
made her think it a Crime to revile even her 
greateſt Enemies, and the Greatneſs of her Spi- 
rit from any mean Complainings of her ill For- 
tune: the Servant who was appointed to attend 
her, proteſted he never ſaw her weep, nor utter 
the leaſt irregular Word. Not that ſhe was in- 


ſenſible of her Misfortunes ; not the moſt re- 


pining Mortal, perhaps, ever felt any thing ſo 
nearly: being cut off in all probability for ever 
from all the Pleaſures her Youth and Inclinations 
rendred her ſuceptible of. — To be robbꝰ' d of all 
that Grandeur ſhe was bred to, — to be denied 
the Converſation of her Friends, — ſhut up 
from all Society, — and in the power of a Man 


whoſe Actions teſtified him to be the greateſt of 


all Villains, one who doubtleſs would never let 
her appear in the World again for fear of being 
call'd to account for what he had done ;— one 
who,'twas poſſible, if ſhe yielded not to hisPro- 
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Face but the Servant, and Don Pedro once; for 


and contained theſe Lines: 


give you any Inſtances of it, till I bad the power of 


16 The Raſh Reſolve : or, 
poſal, might, to ſecure her Fortune, art laſt con- 
trive her Death: — 'Theſe were terrible Re- 
flections for ſo young a Creature, yet I queſtion, 
by the account I have of her, if the moſt tena- 
cious of our Philoſophers would have bore them 
with that Reſignation ſhe did. 

ABOUT a Month was paſt in this Confine- 
ment,during which time ſhe had ſeen no human 


neither his Wife, nor Don' Marco ever had preſu- 
med to come into her Preſence, which tho? ſhe 
was very glad of, ſhe could not help wondering 
at, not doubting at her firſt coming there but ſhe 
ſhould be continually perſecuted with theDecla- 
tions of him whom her ill Fortune had made her 
Lover : but ſhe gave herſelf not much trouble 
what ſhould be the meaning of it, amuſing her 
ſelf as well as ſhe could with Adventures ſhe had 
formerly read of; for her cruel Jaylor now denied 
her the Satisfaction of Books. As ſhe was fitting 
one Morning pretty early in her uſual Medita- 
tions, ſhe perceived a Paper lying cloſe to the 
Door; ſhe ſtarted up, and going to take it, per- 
ceived by part of it being ſtill under the Door, 
that it had been thruſt in by ſome body after it 
was ſhut : It was impoſſible but the moſt incu- 
rious in ſuch a Circumſtance would have been 
deſirous of ſeeing what it containꝰd, and haſtily 
opening it, ſhe found it was directed to her ſelf, 


AW 


To Donna EMANUE L. L A 


Heartily lament the unjuſt Calamity you ſuffer, 
1 but Pity being a poor Conſolation, have forbore to 


ehe 
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teſtifying it by ſomething more than Words; — if 
you have Courage enough to truſt your ſelf with a 
Perſon you know not, you will find mere Honour than 
in thoſe you have confided. — I have provided Means 
for your Eſcape, if you think fit to accept it, which 
let me know by a Line this Night when all the Fa- 
mily are in Bed. — I kuow you are denied the uſe 
of Pen and Ink, but if you can contrive to let a 
String down from your Window, 1 will be underneath 
and faſten one to it, which ſhall eafily go in between 


de Grate, and by that means I may alſo receive 


= your Anſwer, which I will wait the writing of. — 
Dieperd that I have no other View in attempting to 
== ſerve you, than what is conſiſtent with the ſtricteſi 
== Honour, whoſe Votary I profeſs my ſelf, and the in- 
jured Emanuella's Wy 
=_ | Unknown Servant. 


P. S8. Three diſtinct Whiſtles, about tuo Mi- 
nutes each time, ſhall be the Signal for you to let down 
be String. | 
THE Surprize Emanuella was in at reading 
this, cannot be well expreſs'd ; ſhe was ſenſible 


there were agreat many in the Iſland, who would 


make this Offer, if by any means they could have 


== known the need ſhe had of their Service; but 


chen the Improbability there was that Don 
Pearo ſhould let the Truth of this Affair reach 


the Ear of any one, and much more that they 


W ſhould have an Opportunity of coming into his 
= Houſe, and conveying this Letter under the 
Door of her Chamber, quite ſtagger'd her 
= Conjecture: ſhe could not help, however, be- 
TT lieving that it was belt for her to accept it, ſince 


no Condition could be worſe than what ſhe 
- Se 
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was in at preſent ; and if the Perſon who pre- 
tended to ſo much Honour ſhould have Princi- 
ples never ſo different from ir, ſhe thought it 
would be in her poverto make a much better 
Detence at Liberty, and in an open Street, than 
ſhe could do in this Confinement, in caſe Don 
Marco (which ſhe was in daily Apprehenſions 
of) ſhould ever make any Attempts on her Ho- 
nour: Reſolv'd therefore, to ſend an Anſwer 
of Conſent, ſhe felt a greater Impatience for 
the approach of Night than yet ſhe had ever 
known for any Event : At laſt it came, and be- 
tween the Hours of Twelve and One ſhe heard 
the wiſh'd-for Signal ; ſhe had tied her 
Girdle and Garters together to make a long 
String ready, which on the third Whiſtle ſhe 
immediately let down, and with it drew up a 
little Standiſh with a Sheet of Paper roll'd up 
4n it, ſo careful was the Perſon that no mate- 
rial ſhould be wanting, ſhe did not delay the 
uſe it was convey'd for, but fill'd it in a mo- 
ment with theſe Lines: 


To the generous Offerer of Life, Liberty, 
and Deliverance from a thouſand 
Evils. | 


Will not give my ſelf leave to ſuſpect you an) 
other than you ſeem, leſt I ſhould by a needleſs 
Fear render my ſelf incapable of accepting what you ſo 
kindly offer, and juſtly merit what future Miſchiefs 
may befall me. — I gladly embrace your Propoſition, 
aud am ready to do any thing to get free, — ] wiſh 
on had acquainted me with what Methods I ſhould 
take, for I can ſcarce believe there is a Poſſibility for 
me to eſcape : if there be, I beg the Knowledge may 
5 | ; Not 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 19 
not be deſer d. — As you have been too generous to 
Jet me kuow what Reward you expect for ſo merito- 
rious an Aclion; I will not pretend to offer any, fince 
it is only in the power of Heaven to make a Retribu- 
tion ſuitable to ſuch exalted Virtue ; and as that, I am 
willing to hope, is your only Aim, ſo that it may le 


W immediately beflow'd in all the choiceſt Bleſſings of 


j ers of 


4 that eternal Store- Houſe, ſhall be the inceſſant Pray- 


The (beyond Expreſſion) obliged 
_EMANUELILA. 


Y p. S. The Moon ſhines 10-night with an unuſual 
== Splendor, I believe by her favourable Beams you will 


== have Light enough to anſwer my Impatience with 


me little Hints by what Means I am to be preſerved : 


F If you can without Danger of being obſerved, I beg 
Jon will favour me ſo far ; and that you may do ſo, 1 


1 let down your Standiſh, and let the String continue, 
We which I will not draw up till you give a Signal that 
Dou have no further Occaſion for it. 


= NO Whiſtle being given, ſhe imagin'd 
he was about to do as ſhe deſir'd, and would 
very fain if poſſible have ſeen him, but the 
WT Grate was too narrow for her to put her Head 
We through : In a very little time ſhe heard the 
W Whiſtle, and pulling up the Ribband, found 
there was a Letter fix'd to it, which contain'd 
theſe Lines: Ts 


„„ . 
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Io Donna E MANUEL. A 
THE Place I am in not being fo private as 1 
could wiſh, to particularize the Account you de- 
fire; I entreat you will be ſatisfied with knowing 
there is a Way found out to convey the Key of your 
Priſon by the ſame Means you receive this — ; when 
it comes to your Hands, it will be alſo accompanied 
with a little Ladder made of Silk Cords, and you 
have no more to do than to unlock your Door and go 
into a Room adjoining to it, which you will find open, 
and a Window that looks into a Field whence you 
may eafily deſcend, and at the bottom find him who 
will be ready to conduct you where you pleaſe, and 
always glad of an Opportunity to prove how very 
much he is | | , 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


P. S. I believe you will have the Ladder and 
Key to-morrow Night, — therefore do not neglect to 
Wh the Sen.. 0 


IF Emanuella was before confounded in her 
Conjectures who it ſhould be that appeared ſo 
aſſiduous to deliver her, ſhe was now much 
more ſo; the Key of the Door aſſur'd her it 
muſt be by the Aſſiſtance of ſome Perſon in the 
Houſe ſhe was to be befriended : but all the 
Gueſles ſhe could make ſeeming improbable, 
ſhe contented her ſelf to wait the Certainty ; 
and the Probability that the worſt part of her 
Misfortune, her Confinement, was near an end, 
gave her hopes that ſhe ſhould alſo find Juſtice 
to remedy the others alſo ; and ſhe paſt the re- 
mainder of that Night and the enſuing Day 
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in Contemplations much more tranquil than 
ſhe had known, ſince ſhe had been in that 


Houſe. a | 
THE next Night, much about the ſame 
Hour, or. ſomething later, ſhe heard the Sound 
ſhe was not a little impatient for; and letting 

down the String, found it came up with a weight 
which told her before ſhe ſaw it, what ſhe ex- 
pected had not fail'd her: ſhe received both the 
Ladder and Key, to which was fix'd a little 
piece of Paper in which was writ theſe Words: 


This Moment is the Criſis of your Fate — ; be 
careful not to loſe it — unlock your Door as ſoftly 
as you can, and go into a Chamber on the left 
Hand, there is a Balcony to which you may fix your 
Ladder — ; do not miſtake the Room, nor take any 
Light with you — there are Horſes to carry you 
where you ſhall command. "745 onus, 


IT was not without. ſome little Apprehen- 
ſions this diſtrefled Lady was about to put her 
ſelf in the power of a Perſon unkhewn, at ſuch 
an Hour, and one who ſhe found had Conveni- 
ency to carry her where he pleaſed, tho he 
made her the Compliment of leaving it to her 
_ own Choice: but the Exigence of her Affairs, 
the cruel Reſtraint ſhe was under, and the Pro- 
| bability of greater Evils, preſently baniſh'd 
them,- and ſhe unlock'd the Door, and in every 
thing obeyed Directions. The Balcony was ſo 
Tow, that ſhe might almoſt. have jumped from it 
to the Ground ; but the Gentleman who had 
taken ſo much pains to ſerve her, ordered every 
thing as commodious as poflible. She found 
three Men on Horſeback, one of which alight- 
| Ing, 
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ing, lifred her up behind another, and as ſoon 
as he was remounted himſelf, deſired her to ſay 
where they ſhould conduct her. — The ter- 
ror ſhe had been in for fear of Diſcovery. 
while ſhe was in the Houſe, the Confuſion to 
think ſhe was in the Hands of Strangers, and 
the Uncertainty to which of her Acquaintance 
the coming in that Hour, and Manner, and 
the reſt of her Hiſtory, would be the leaſt lia- 
ble toCenſure, made her unable to reply; which 
one of them perceiving, ſaid to the others, The 
Lady may by her late Diſorders be perhaps, at 
reſent, incapable of determining on any thing, 
'tis therefore beſt to ride ſome diſtance 
from hence, no matter which way, to prevent 
Diſcovery, till the Power of Conſideration is a 
little return'd to her. Emanuel/a, willing to be 
farther from Don Pedro, aſſented, and they all 
went five or ſix Miles without ſtopping or 
ſpeaking to each other; a little Houſe in which 
there was a Light ſeem'd to invite them to bait 
| Bl at it, and it being propoſed, ſhe having put 
ber ſelf fo far into their power, thought it would 
diſcover a ridiculous Diſtruſt to ſcruple bearing 
them Company into it ; and beſide, ſhe hoped 
| her Curioſity would be ſatisfied by diſcovering 
iN to whom it was ſhe was indebted for her De- 
| livery, for they were all ſo muffled in their 
= | Cloaks, that it was impoſſible for her to know 
1 whether ſhe had ever ſeen them before or not; 
1 ſhe had ask'd the Perſon ſhe rode behind, but 
' he excuſed himſelf by telling her that he but 
il obey d his Principal in what he had done, and 
| | without his Leave could not diſcover any thing. 
it | This Secrecy a little alarm'd her, but ſhe was 
b | infinitely more ſo when being come into the 
j a i Houle, 
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Houſe, one of the Perſons who ſhe obſerv'd had 


never ſpoke one Word during the whole time 


of their little Journey, came into the Room, 
and making a Sign to the others to withdraw, 


threw off his Cloak, and diſcovered himſelf to 


be Don Marco. Aſtoniſhment, and Rage, and 
Fear at once poſleſs'd her- ſhe could not 
imagine for what Reaſon he had acted in this 


manner, unleſs it was contriv'd ſo that in flying 
theCruelty of the Father, ſhe ſhould run into the 


danger of a more ſhocking Treatment from the 
Son.— But ſhe had not time to utter any part 
of what ſhe thought, before falling on his 
Knees he accoſted her in this Manner: I ſee 
Madam, ſaid he, with what Regret you find 
your ſelf under ſome Obligation to any of the 
Family of Don Pedro; but to convince you that 


Nearneſs of Blood does not always occaſion a 


Conformity of Principles, be pleaſed to accept 
of this little part of what has been ſo unjuſtly 
taken from you, and believe that Marco will 
never reſt till the whole is again at your diſpo- 
ſai. In ſpeaking theſe Words he preſented her 
with a little Amber Box, in which ſhe had been 
uſed to keep her Jewels; which opening, ſhe 
found it ſtill contain'd them, and alſo Bills to a 
great Value, Tis hard to. ſay whether ſhe 
was moſt cle or pleaſed, at ſo unexpected a 
piece of GEneroſity. The Eſteem ſhe formerly 


- Ants © = ——— —„ T es 


— 


had for him, which by the late Behaviour of his 


Father, in which ſhe imagined he had an equal 
Share, had been converted into as great an 
Averſion, now return'd with added Vigour, 
and ſhe rejoiced as much to find ſhe had not 
been deceived in her firſt Sentiments of his 
Virtues, as in the Advantage ſhe receiy'd rom 

them; 
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them; ſhe expreſſed herſelf ſo obligingly on 


this Occaſion, that Don Marco who had the 


moſt ſincere and diſintereſted Affection for 
her that ever was, could not liſten to her with- 
out feeling a Rapture perhaps ſuperior to that 
which ſome who call themſelves Lovers are ca- 
pable of knowing, even in the Gratification of 
their utmoſt Wiſhes. I tremble Madam, ſaid 
he, to appear before you, knowing well that 


without a Goodneſs near Divine, the little Ser- 
vice I have now been able to do you, joined with 


that of my whole future Life is far too ſmall to 
engage Forgiveneſs for the Wrongs you have 
received from my Family ; and ſhould not have 
preſumed to diſcover my ſelf, had not your un- 
certainty how to beſtow your ſelf in ſafety, 
obliged me to bring you to this Houſe. You 
would then, anſwer'd ſhe, have been guilty of a 


great Injuſtice to your (ſelf, and Unkindneſs to 


me; for to be obliged in ſo profuſe a manner, 
and be ignorant where to pay our Acknow- 


ledgments, 1s, to a grateful Soul, a Pain—: 


Beſides, I feel ſo great a Satisfaction in the 


Knowledge, that when J entertain'd a Friend- 


ſhip for Don Marco I err'd not in my Choice, 
that I know not if I could eaſily have pardon'd 
the delaying of it. — Be aſſur'd, I cannot re- 
ſent the Uſage I have met from Don Pedro 
with half that Warmth and Spirit, as I ſhall 
endeavour to repay my Obligations to his Son; 
and that the Virtues of the latter, have entire- 
ly diſarm'd me from taking that Revenge 


which the Vices of the other would elſe have 


demanded. O I know, reſumed Don Marco, I 
know you are too heavenly good, to wiſh Re- 
venge ; but do not, I beſeech you, do not = 
a | FE 


- 
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the Memory of what I have done, nor the Be- 
lief how much more I would do, were it in my 
power make you forget what is owing to your 
ſelf, — Uſe all proper means to oblige my 
cruel Father to reſtore to you what he has ſo un- 
juſtly taken from you; for much I fear he will 
not be prevail'd upon by gentle means to deal 
with Honour by you. 
THIS generous Conteſt laſted for ſome 
Time, nor would Don Marco give it over, till 
ſhe had promiſed to endeavour to do her ſelf 
Juſtice ; for the Attainment of which, both 
thought it the moſt effectual Way for her to 
purſue her Intention of going to Madrid, not 
only becauſe if ſhe continued where ſhe was, 
Don Pedro's Artifice might poſſibly find her 
out, and contrive ſome Stratagem again to 
get her in his power, but alſo that the King 
was the only Perſon who had the Means of 
redreſſing her Grievances. He would needs 
accompany her thither, attended by the two 
Men whom he had brought to aſſiſt her in her 
Eſcape ; but ſhe oppoſed it, telling him ſhe had 
already receiv'd too many Obligations to en- 
dure the Thoughts of laying herſelf under 
more: However, on his repreſenting the 
Dangers which of conſequence muſt attend a 
Perſon of her Sex, in ſo long a Voyage, alone; 
and alſo the Neceſſity there was for him to ab- 
ſcond for ſome time from the Rage of Don 
Pedro, who *twas probable would be raiſed to 
the higheſt Pitch, on the Diſcovery how his 
Deſigns had been circumvented by the very 
Perſon for whoſe ſake they had been form'd : 
She was at laſt perſuaded, it would not only 


be extreamly commodious for her, but alſo far 
| from 
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ſrom inconvenient for him; and fince his ab- 
ſenting himſelf from his Father was abſolutely 
neceſſary, it was as well for him to take a 
Voyage to Madrid, as any other Place. This 
being concluded on, Don Marco advis'd their 
immediate Departure, judging it not ſafe to 
remain on the Iſland after Day-Break, if by 
any means they could leave it ſooner ; becauſe 
he knew that in the Morning the Fellow who 
had the Charge of the Key which he had ſtole, 
would diſcover the Theft, and Emanuella's E- 
ſcape. One of the Menwas therefore immediately 
diſpatch'd to the Sea-ſide, which they were 
not above three Miles diſtant from, to ſee if 
there was a Ship ready to go off, and to agree 
for thePaſſage. By good Fortune there was one, 
which on a more than ordinary Gratification, 
comply'd with their deſire of hoiſting Sail as 
ſoon as they came on board. *T'would be 
needleſs to ſay with how much Pleaſure Ema- 
nuella heard this News; the ardent Deſire ſhe 
had to leave a place which had ſo little in it 
agreeable to her Genius, joined to the late ill 
Treatment ſhe had met with, and the Ap- 
prehenſions of being ſubjected to the ſame 
again, is ſufficient to make the Reader ſenſible 
with what a Welcome, ſhe receiy'd the certainty 
pf going. | e 
AN infinity of Contentment ſat ſmiling on 
her Countenance all the time of their Voyage; 
a fair Wind, kindly Gales, and an unruffled Sea 
wafted her ſmoothly to her deſired Port. — No 
chilling Fears from within No Omens from 
without — No ſecret Warning from her Guar- 
gdian Angel gave a Check to the Satisfa- 
Etion ſhe felt at landing on that fatal Shore 
A. ä 
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- Where all her Peace of Mind was to be 
wreck d! where Miſchiefs mulriplied, concealed 
in Clouds — Numberleſs, nameleſs Ills — at- 
tended her Approach, ready to burſt with all 
their hoarded Venom on her Head. 
SHE went immediately to the Houſe of 
Don Jabin, a very near Relation, where ha- 
ving made herſelf known, and the Particulars 
of her late Adventure, ſhe was receiv'd with 
the higheſt Demonſtrations of Kindneſs — 
Both he and his Wife aſſured her they would 
introduce her to the King, who would doubt- 
leſs do her Juſtice as to the Recovery of that 
part of her Fortune which was ſtill in thepoſſeſ- 
ſion of Don Pedro; and alſo iſſue out his Or- 
ders for the Puniſhment ſo baſe an Action 
deſerv'd : But this not being done immediately, 
by reaſon of his Majeſty being at that time 
at the Eſcurial, from which he did not return 
ſo ſoon as was expected; an Incident entirely 
unforeſeen gave a ſudden and vexatious Turn 
to this Affair, and inſtead of being Plaintiff, re- 
duced her to the State of a Defendant. 
THE cunning Don Pedro had no ſoonet 
diſcover'd her Eſcape, than he immediately 
gueſs'd to what place the was gone; and not 
doubting bur ſhe would take ſuch N a8 
could end in no leſs than his Ruin, had it pre- 
ſently in his head how to preſerve himſelf, and 
lay the Odium on her: His Son being fled 
with her, and ſome few Bills he had taken from 
him to ſupport himſelf in his Abſence, as well 
as what of right belong d to Emanuella, fur- 
niſh'd him with Hints which the prompting 
Fiend that animated his inventive Brain, took 


care to improve to form a Story ſo plauſible, 
E 3 that 
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rob him; full of this inhuman Stratagem, and 


that when heard, he ſhould appear the only 
injured Perſon, and Emanuella, and his Son 
(whom now he hated) be eſteemed no other 
than Wretches who had contriv'd together to 


accompanied by ſome vile Creatures whoſe E- 
vidence he had purchas'd, as well as Bonds, 
Notes, and Bills, counterfeiting the dead Al 
varez's Hand and Seal, he was at Madrid al- 
moſt as ſoon as thoſe he follow*'d ; and being in- 
form'd, his Majeſty was at the Eſcurial, he 
waired not his coming to Madrid, but as Vice 
is always more indefatigable in the purſuit of 
what it aims at, than a fincere and honeſt 
Meaning, he went to wait on him there : And 
his Age and artful Manner of infinuating what 
he would have believ'd, wrought ſo far on the 
Royal Ear, as to gain him the promiſe of 
having it in his power to inflict what Puniſh- 
ment he pleaſed on theFugitives, who the cruel 
Politician had taken care to inform himſelf 


where they might be found, before he deli- 
ver'd his Petition, tho' he concealed himſelf 


from either of them. 

NOTHING therefore of his Arrival 
being ſuſpeRed, till the News of the King's 
Return, put Don Jabin in mind that his 
Couſin ſhould make her Appeal, and ſhe was 
dreſſing herſelf to accompany him to Court, 
when a Meſſenger from thence came to demand 


her Appearance. The Surprize of ſo unlook'd- 


for a Summons, put them all in a Conſterna- 

tion; and Don Marco, who tho? he did not 

lodge there, paſs'd moſt of his Hours with 

them, and was at that time preſent, diſcover'd 

in his Countenance a Horror which es 
| . adde 


added to it. He was not ignorant of the 
thouſand 8 his Father was ever Maſter 
of, when he was zealous for the Accompliſh- 
ment of any Deſign, and fear'd it was by 
ſome Emiſſaries employ d by him, tho? he was 
far from imagining he was there himſelf, that 
ſomething had been done to pervert that Juſtice 
he might very well believe Emanuel a would 
claim. He would very fain have perſuaded her 
to ſuffer him to wait on her, that in caſe it were 
as he ſuſpected, he might be a Witneſs on her 
Side, againſt whatever falſe Suggeſtions ſhould 
be offered to her Diſadvantage ; but that ge- 
nerous Lady would by no means be prevailed 
on to permit him. She told him ſhe had not 
the leaſt Fear of making a Defence againſt all 
that Malice could form to hurt her; and that 
ſhe could not conſent a Perſon ſhe call'd 
Friend, and one who ſo juſtly had merited 
that Title from her, ſhould put ſo great a Con- 
ſtraint on himſelf, and endure a Shame ſo 
poinant, as muſt riſe from the Accuſation of a 
Parent, tho' never ſo unworthy a one. She 
expreſs- d herſelf in Terms ſo abſolute, that 
Don Marco, tho” with a world of Reluctance, 


was obliged to obey : and accompanied by 


Don Jabin, his Lady, and the two Servants, 
who came over with her, and whom 1t was ne- 
ceſſary ſhould appear; ſhe went with a Courage 
infinitely beyond what could be expected from 
her Sex and Years'; and wholly relying on the 
Juſtice of her Cauſe, and the Care of Heaven, 
was farther from any dread of the Event, than 
thoſe to whom it was of leſs Concern. 


NOT 
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. NOT but when ſhe was conducted into 
the Palace, and brought before the King, ſhe 
was a little alarm'd to ſee the baſe Don Pedro 
there: ſhe had however Preſence enough of 
Mind to conceal thoſe little Emotions which ſhe 
Was unable to repel at fo unexpected an Inter- 
view, and after having paid her Duty to the 
Royal Preſence ; If I were not already too well 
acquainted, ſaid ſhe, with yourInſolence in main- 
| taining the Injuries you do, I ſhould have hope, 
Repentance for thoſe you have offered me, had 
brought you here, ſo contrary to my Expecta- 
tion, to make me that Reſtitution, you might be 
ſure I ſhould endeavour to force you to. There 
Vas not a Perſon in this Aſſembly, which was 
very numerous, moſt of the Nobility being 
come to congratulate his Majeſty on his Re- 
turn, who the Appearance of Emanuella, and 
the Sweetneſs which accompanied her Accents, 
aſſur'd as they were, did not win to her Inte- 
reſt.— The King himſelf ſeem'd to regard 
her with an uncommon Stedfaſtneſs, as ſurpriz'd 
at the Graces which attended her ; and already 
ſuſpicious of the.Truth of what had been ſug- 
' geſted againſt her: which the watchful Pedro 
obſerving, throwing himſelf at his Feet, O my 
Sovereign ! ſaid he, if this Woman's Soul had 
any Affinity with her exterior Charms, ſhe 
would at leaſt have had Modeſty ſufficient to 
have ſhun'd the awful Juſtice of this Place 
but I entreat you by that extenſive Power 
which makes Kings Gods on Earth, and by 
that ſacred Regard which to the King of Kings, 
even from your ſelf, is due !- By Ho- 
nour, Pity, Juſtice, by your own Royal Pro- 


miſe, I conjure you not to liſten to the 0 
b Inſi- 
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Inſinuations of this artful Siren, who comes no 


doubt prepared with well-dreſs'd Perjuries, 


and ſmooth Hypocriſy to evade her Crimes, 
and turn the Sword of Vengeance againſt me. 
*T would be very hard to deſcribe any part of 
what paſs'd in the Soul of the injur'd Emanuella 
all the time he was ſpeaking in this manner; 
ſcarce could ſhe reſtrain the ſtruggling Paſſions, 
which ſwell'd almoſt to burſting in her Breaſt, 


and preſs'd ſo hard for Vent, *tis probable no 
Conſideration would have been of force to 


have withheld them, had not the King with a 
Countenance ſomewhat perplex'd commanded 


* 


him to be ſilent, telling him Juſtice ſhould be 
ſeverely executed on whichever Party ſhould 
be found the Guilty — Don Jabin then, tho* 
very much confus'd at ſo ſtrange a Character 
of his Relation, thought it was his Time to 


ſpeak, and begg'd to know of what ſhe was 


accus'd, To which his Majeſty aſſenting, 
commanded a Perſon appointed for that pur- 


poſe ro read the Heads of the Charge againſt. 
her, as they were taken from the Mouth of 


I 


her Impeacher ; which he preſently obey 
with a loud Voice ſurpriz'd all who had not 
heard it before, with the Contents of a Paper 


which he pulled out of his Pocket, and were 


as tollows : 
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32 The Raſh Reſolve : ON, 


A brief Abſtract of the Crimes alledged againſt 
Donna Emanuella, Daughter to Don Alvarez, 
late Governor of Porto-Rico, an Iſland in that 
part of his moſt Catholic Majeſty's Domi- 


nions, entitled the Spaniſ- Weſt-Indies : At- 


reſted by Don Pedro, and a great Number of 


other Gentlemen upon Oath. 
J. 


That the ſaid Donna Emanuella, Leing privy to 


the borrowing ſeveral large Sums of Money from Don 
Pedro, by her Father ; ſhe, after his Death, not 
only deny 'd the Payment of them, but alſo pretended 
there was much more owing to her from the ſaid 
Don Pedro. . 1 


That ſhe ſeduc'd the Principles of Don Marco, 
the only Son of Don Pedro, and living with him in 
a riotous and diſſolute manner, ſoou waſted the little 
Wealth left her by Don Alvarez ; on which having 


recourſe to Don Pedro for a Supply, and being re- 


fus'd by him, ſhe hir d Aſaſſi ins to murder him, 
which he very narrowly eſcap*d. 
III. 
That being, by the Order of the Magiſtrates of the 
Place, on Don Pedro's Complaint, taken into Cuſto- 


dy, and afterwards, by his Compaſſion and Charity, 


preſerv'd from being carried to Priſon, and taken into 


his own Houſe on her ſeeming Repentance 3 ; ſhe moſt 


ungratefully aud wickedly contriv'd with his oun Son 
zo rob him, which they did, and made their Eſcape 
z gerber to Madrid, with the Value of 5000 Crowns 


1 6: Jewels, Bills and Money. 


| SQ heavy an Accuſation, laden with ſo 


many aggravating Circumſtances, was ſufficient 
| | to 
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to have ſhock d the moſt eſtabliſh d. Fortitude 3 
but Emanuela was of 15 ſort of S I Which 
exalts it ſelf, the moſt, when moſt it is op- 


than Anger, Lg he 115 ned to the invective 
Seroll 1855 ke 5 Lots 3 1 f 165 on 
tho 


1 


2 ſhe. thus un 7 to 175 or her- 
ſelf. Wonder not, Royal Sir! ſaid ſbe, that, 
conſeious of; my perfect Innocence, and” of A 
Soul too nice to bear ſuch rude d i 
this monſtrous Legend, may. perh ap GE ate 
ſhould lodge; a W in the Brea s of an is; 
here; I not await the dull rage of 155 N 
nor ask Advice from learned C dun ſel drawn, n 
but here preſumę to make ay. own 'Defen 
Iunaided | Ent by Truth —] exmit me th 
great Kin 98 unfold a Story- 1 5 cates 57 
vile 120 er's Heart eb cold within Hir 
the. Fr 


tho warm'd with all 


decting his Permiſſion to roceed ; hich beim 
granted, ſhe related the 17 55 FN with the 
greateſt, Fruth and Exactneſs, neither extent 


ng her Enemy's Inhumanity, nor diminiſh 


interrupt her ſeveral times, but t they were com- 


the freedom. ſhe could. lire in vindicatip 

herſelf, and accuſing a N ſhe 120 fl. 

niſh'd what ſhe bad to ay, and the Witneſſes 

ſhe brought with her e 2 2 there were 

many, who, e al of Tb incerity, Fs 
bu 


in her Behalf, but it 1 t li tle. 


Dot 


preſs d: ſhe ſeem' d- ra then fuller of -Difdain' 


92 91 Hell. Sie 7 
top'd- at theſe Words, byza. beſ: eech Wil Air ex- 


the ſmalle} Littie of her own. Behavivur. | 
Don Pedro, and. 15 Accomplices,, attempted to 


manded to be ſilent, and ſhe was indulg d in all 
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"Elvape. c But all that he could urge, Was ii 


Ho T 1 Raft Re ſol de tor, 


0 's continued Aﬀfeverations, "the clber of 


Perfuaſions, "at "partly © by Forge, he got 
550 8 the dards, and entered t the Room of 
udience Juſt as his Father Was entteating 
ntence, might be paſt o on Emanuel. *Diſtrac- 
ted With what he law and heard; he ran up to 
the Chat of $i cats,” andi beg it might” be ſul⸗ 
ended, ll. he. Was heard! The Ring, whoſe 
ng were Th, unfix'd, gave him leave to 
to fay ; ; "ah deaf to all other 


[ le tions' but thoſe of eating” her, he 
wild 110 oke every d thing he knew, and not onl 
confirm” d all Eine had averr'd/ but many 


| more Particulars, | Which ſhe was ignorant, 
x concerning, bis Fach 1's Barbarity 75 and among 


the xeſt; chat he really had a deſign to murder 

pi, ſurer, to ſecure | her Fortune; which 
9 Deed had certaiply been perpetratec 
he not timely contrived the- means of he 


the e King had been ſo much pr̃epoſſeſt h 
"Don Pee 70 Fee a criminal Correſpondence be⸗ 
| TWEen: him” ahd that Lady, that all he faid ap 
8 cared b ut as the Eft of . to ſave: 
. who, con idering her A ttractions, and 
- the. Misfortune of his own Form, it was 
5 Vonder he ſhould: riſque every thing for. But 
. with what Words can ſo unexampled” a Gene 
. Toſity be. prals d! _ Perceiving his Leal ti 
"ſerve, had rarher work" d a contrary 1 


The Untimely Diſcowem. 35 
the noble · minded Marco refolv'd to give a fatal 
Proof of his Sincerity, once more addreſſing 
himſelf to his Majeſty; Since that bad Man, 

who gave me, Being, ſaid he, 175 fers a little ſni- 

ning Dirt to Honour, Truth and Juſtice, and 


Virgin entruſted to his Care: Thus! continued 
he, (drawing his Sword, and falling on it, before 


him) Thus! I releaſe myſelf of the Duty of 
a Son, ——, Thus ! clear myſelf of the Crimes 


a, | 31:2 bai #3 3 * 1 4 15 ' 141 ; 
he | has accus d me of — and Thus! I hope, 


believing World, that it contains not à Jewel 
of note worth than Fita ee. Her, and 
believe me, Royal Sir! tho” long, long T have 
ador'd the charming Maid, conſcious of my 
own Defe&s, I ne'er preſum'd to wound her 
Ears with the unwelcome Tale; nor would I, 
till my laſt Moment, have ventur'd on the De- 
oil <aration, leſt ſhe ſhould have hated,” what I'm 
too well aſſur'd ſhe never con'd have 0d. — 
. Wharf. I now . have done, be an Offence to 
Heaven, I hope you will all ſupplicate my Par- 
don: for be aſſur d, could T have hv'd with 
Honqur, or with Peace, I had not died fo early; 


oughe.co have . been the Proce8tor of iny Fame, 
juſtly deſpis'd by her I wifh'd to lente, what 
could I do, but — He could no more; he had 
given the Wound with ſuch a'fgrce;Death found 
an eaſy Paſſage to his Heart, and ſoon deprived 
him of the Power of Utterance. The King 
ſeemed prodigiouily alarmed at fo uncommon 
a Teſtimony of Affection, The Nobles look d 
on ohe another, ſtruck with a fudden Horror. 
| 7 8 FT #2 F 2 EFFORT HTO En 4 
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ſtill perſiſts in his deſign of ruining an innocent 


any one cou'd be quick enough to prevent 
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convince your ſacred Maſeſty, and the yet un- 


but thus, miſerable in all, traduced by him; wuo 
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Emanuella forgot her own Misfortunes to la- 
ment the untimely Fate of ſo deſerving a 
Vouth. But Don Pedro, Who, tho” he ſtood 
ſtill and motionleſs for ſome time, as the Son 
his Barbarity had deprived him of, yet his hur- 
rying Thou hes were buſy enough within, and 
turn d all his Soul into Confuſion. — Long 
ſleeping Conſcience rouz d itſelf at length, and 
Self arſckien. Remorſe, arid all the Herrors 
of Deſperation. at once invaded him. The 
wild; Diſorder ſcorning to prey on any of the 
meaner Faculties, mounted to the Brain, whir- 
ling Reflexion from her Chain of Cauſes, and 
quite.disjointed, Reaſon., In this ſudden Fren- 
2 he uttered enough to make all that heard 
him ſenſible of his Gul; and the King, right- 
1y; judging the Cauſe: by the Effect, order'd 
him to be taken away and ſecur'd. till. Time 
ſhould Aiſcover more, The Perſons, Who had 
appear 4 Confederates in his Deſign, were ſent 
to the. Jiquſſition. there to be inſtructed in the 
Pains which perjur d Wretehes like themſelves 
are doom d to bear in another World ; and 
Emanzele, and her Friends, diſmiſs d with thoſe 
Encoiums which her modeſt, but courageous 
8 ehayiour merited, and a Promiſe. given by the 

ng 8, 554 mouth, That he would fend an 
N O er "lor | e bringing, over "all that 
| 2 185 had ſo b ly ſeiz d. 


HIS Shan ture engroſs' d the Whble Dil: 
he Town th for a 10 3 ; and 


- 5 Nee by, this penn Notice 


More con n Sein d her a much greater 
number 


"Ps 


The: Untimely Diſcawery. 30 
number of Admirers than otherwiſe ſhe would 
have had, if ſhe had been no more feen, nor 
known than the Spaniſh Ladies ordinarily are; 
but then the ſame Reaſon created alſo an ade- 
quate proportion of Detractors. It is impoſſible to 
be remarkably diſtinguiſh'd, without being as 
remarkably envied and hated, eſpecially by 
thoſe of the ſame Sex; thoſe who found the 
greateſt improvement in her Converſation, and 
whom ſhe moſt. inſtructed in any of thoſe nu- 
merous Accompliſhments, in which ſhe exeell'd, 
ſecretly wiſh'd - her leſs capable of affording 
it; and thoſe to whom ſhe would not be ſeen, 
as finding nothing in them worthy of her Friend 
ſhip, made it their whole Study by all the little 

Artifices they were Miſtreſſes of, to leſſen the 
brightneſs of a Character whoſe Radiency diſ- 
'cover'd the Imperfections of their own : but 
ers was too well eſtabliſh'd for any of the 
Plots laid againſt her to ſucceed, and ſhe.was 
ſo univerſally applauded by all the knowing 
part of the World, that it was ſuſfſieient to be 
accounted well thought of by her, to engage 
the Reputation of being a fine Woman 
There were a great many, therefore, who en- 
deavour'd an Intimacy with her in no other 
View; aiming only at che Charactet, and neg- 
lecting the real Advantages hich: eren thoſe 
"who had been the ſeaſt indebted either to Na- 
ture or Education, might have found in an Ae 
quaintance with her. Nor did her Charity, and 
SGeneroſity of + Diſpoſition, extend only to the 
-embelliſhing the Minde of thoſe to whom ſhe 
profeſs dia Frienüſhip; ſhe could not think a 
"worthy Perſon under any Diſtreſs, without 
preventing their Requeſts, by offering every 
LEE 1 | 52 blvow 16:13 ng © 


38 The Raſh Reſolve : or 
thing in her power to ſerve them: and tho 
the Fortune ſhe was at preſent- poſſeſs d of (till 
Don Pedro had reſtor d her the much greater 
part ſtill in his hands) would not allow very 
conveniently of ſuch Liberalities; yet ſhe 
made Preſents, which by their Magnificence, 
had the Receivers been ignorant from whom 
they came, would rather have been imagin'd to 
flow from the Purſe of a Princeſs, than that of a 
private Gentle woman. Donna Berillia, youngeſt 
Daughter to her Couſin Don Jabin, experi- 
enced her Bounty this way; for being con- 
demned much againſt her Inclinations to a 
Nunnery (as in © Spain, where a Grandee has a 
numerous Family, and not an equal AMuence 
of Wealth, rather than match them below their 
Birth, tis common to beſtow one or more of 
them in that manner, where for eight or nine 
hundred Crowns they are provided for, for their 
Lives) the generous Emanuella never left ſolli- 
citing her Father to ſuſpend his Deſign, till ſhe 
ſhould receive the remainder of her Fortune as 
the King had promiſed ſlie ſhould; aſſuring 
him that ſhe would add to what he muſt be 
-obliged to give to place her in a Cloiſter, as 
much as would make her equal to what he de- 
ſign'ẽd for her other Siſters. Don Jabin was 
very loth to accept of what ſhe offer d; tel- 
ing her it was not only a much greater Favour 
than he was willing to accept, but alſo a Sum 
beyond what ſhe could conveniently ſpare: 
but ſhe ſtopp'd his mouth, begging him to be- 
liere the Company of Berillia was cheaply pur- 
chaſed at that Rate; and that for his other 
Objection, ſhe would eaſily make it up, by 
retrenching Expences, leſs! pleaſing to herſelf 
than that would be. | TH413> 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 39 


"THIS young: Lady ſo highly obliged to 
Emanuella for this Proof of her Friendſhip, one 
would think-ſhould never have obliterated the, 
Memory of it; but what Engagements are of 
force to bind a "Thankleſs and Ungrateful 
Mind! The Averſion ſhe had for a monaſtick 
Life, was ſoon diſcover'd by the penetrating. 
Eyes of her Couſin, to proceed from her too 
great Affection for a young Fop, Who had no- 
ching to recommend him to the Approbation of, 
of a Woman of Diſcretion; and talking to her, 
with à little more warmth than Was uſual on 
this Occaſibn, the other reſented. it as tho 
ſhe took that Liberty on the account. of what 
ſhe had promiſed to her Father, and from that 
Moment conceiv'd fo great a Hatred, that it 
grew uneaſy to herſelf; hecauſe ſhe had no 
Opportunity to make the other feel the Effects 
of it But being naturally as cunning as re- 
vengeful,” ſhe conceal'd her Sentiments, and 
under the mask ol Friendſhip, watch'd all her 
Aktions, ſtill hoping ſome unguarded Minute 
might arrive, in Which ſhe ſhould be able to 
| diſcover ſomething to expoſe her for. But not 

all her 8 could furniſh; what-ſhe want- | 
ed; Emaiuella, among the multiplicity of her 
Adorexs;: behav'd | herſelf in ſuch a manner, 
that might defy the ſtricteſt Serutiny——all 
her Actions —— all her Words -all her 
Looks, were govern'd by Prudence, and her 
malicious Obſerrer began to think it would 
be but Labour loſt to attempt to blaſt either 
her - Virtue or Reputation. But alas! what 
Courage, what Diſcretion, what cool Reſerve, 
what Sanctity of / Wiſhes can defend the 
* when once the God of D. has found 

an 


# 
: ＋ 1 
N 2 * 


an We vidgia * that Tyrant Paſſion wide . 
it oer the Mind „ils every Faculty, and leaves 
no room for any other Thought drives 
Conſideration far away overturns Re- 
flection and permits no Image but it ſelf! 
to dwell in Fancy's Region. Phe ſoft and 
tender Soul of Emauuella, was a fit Temple for 
the enſlaving Deitycto work his utmaſt wonders 
in; and that ſhe no ſooner felt his Power, was 
not becauſe; ſhe was. leis ſuſceptible than ar 
ä thers of her Acquaintance, but that her Taſte 
was more dehicate and ſo many different Perfe- 
tions as Were neceſſary to attract her Admi- 
ration, mene difficult ro be found in one 
as bn fe ax oi ani bail 3b 
2t BUT :Chianides or” rather the Cbaracter of 
ker Charms, at laſt; brought a: Perſon to her 
fight ſo oo rmable to the Aaa ſhæ had ore- 
red in her Mind, of what would pleaſe her, 
hat ſhe could nor preſentiy Altaguſſh he, 
ther it was ſtill the ſame delightful Viſion her 
extenſive Fanoy bad dreſb d up uith all the Or- 
gaments of Art and Nature; or areal Subſtanee. 
FThis moſt lovely, this accompliſh'd -Gentler 
man, was callid Emilius, a young Roman 
Count, Who having viſived almoſt all the 
Courts" of Europe eg happenid at this time to be 
at Madrid. He heard talk of Emanuella, as of 
the greateſt wonder there; ; and having ſeen all 
er Curioſiries could not be ſatisſied to leave 
& Place,” without firſt being an Eye- witneſs 
of thoſe Perfectionz, which Fame: fo laviſhly 
reported: Fhe Carnival coming on, he had 
hope the Freedom of the Diverſions uſed in 
that Seaſon, might afford him an Opportunity 


he long bad d. aly languiſh d for- Nor * 


5 a —_ nn 1 1 be at. * . 


The Untimely 1 Diſc rovery. 4 b 


he deceived. Emanuel/a, who had not been ac- 


cuſtomed to thoſe ſevere Reſtrictions of Beha- 


viour the Spaniſh Jealouſy obliges the Females i 


of their Family to obſerve, was glad to lay hold 
of all Opportunities to indulge the natural 
Gaiety of her Humour; and accompanied by 
Donna Berillia, and other Ladies of her Acquain- 
tance, took part in all the innocent Liberties 
the time allow d. As they were on their Ram- 
bles one day, the watchful Count, having Intel- 
ligence to whoſe Houſe, they were going, found 
means to be introduced to the Maſter of it: 


There happened to be a great Aſſembly of 


grins and Ladies; but preſently. inform- 
himſelf which was Emanuella, he ſingled 


he our; and in entertaining her, it was difficult 


to ſay whether he gave, or receiv d the greater 
Pleaſure. She thought ſhe had never ſeen any 


thing ſo agreeable and witty, and he found her 


ſo far ſurpaſſing all the Deſcriptions had been 
made him, that tho” he had arm 1 d himſelf with 
all the Reſolution he was Maſter of, to regard 
her only with Admiration, a tenderer Paſſion, in 
ſpite of him, ſoon took up all his Soul—He 
could not gaze, without admiring ; nor ad- 


J 


mire, without deſiring: But tho' he found 


that he had very much receded from that Re- 


ſolution he had form'd before he ſaw her, yet, 
till he ſaw her no more, he knew not how 
much — The height of Paſſion is never ſo 
truly experienced as in Abſence hen from 
our longing Eyes, the dear- lov d Proſpect 
flie—and our tranſported Ears no more are 
bleſt what Senſe cannot beſtow Imagination's 
Force ſupplies, and brings the Charmer to our 


raviſh'd View—an ſpite of diſtance, we fee ! 
G we 
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42 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
we hear! we graſp the lovely Phantom, and 
taſte, in Theory, ten thouſand Joys; till Reaſon, 
envious of the airy Bliſs, chaſes the bright Ideas 
from our Minds, and ſhows us what we 
are. ts "FA 
IT was in theſe waking Dreams the amo- 
rous Count beguil'd the Pains of Abſence ; but 
he was too much of the Temper of his 
Sex to content himſelf without a Happineſs 
more ſubſtantial: A perfect Knowledge of 
his own Attractions, and frequent Experience 
how little it was in the power of any Woman 
to withſtand the influence of them, made him 
not deſpair of finding the ſame Senſibility in 
Emanuella, as he had done in others; and 
imagined he wanted nothing but an Opportu- 
nity to acquaint her with his Paſſion, to in- 
ſpire an equal one in her. The firſt Step there- 
fore, that he made towards the ingratiating 
himſelf, was ro write ; and, beſides the being 
pretty much accuſtomed to ſuch kind of Billets, 
the Paſſion he was at preſent fir'd with, help'd 
him to diate one tender enough to make her 
| believe he lov'd her, and too reſpectful not to 
give her an Opinion, his Deſigns were accom- 
panied with the ſtricteſt Honour. The Words 


0 4 1 


were theſe: 


Io the | Incomparable Donna E NA. 
. 


| B= FOR E I attempt to make known the impa- 
D tient Diftates of my Soul, I would call all the 
Aids of Wit—of pity-moving Eloquence—and ſoft 
Perſuaſion, to inſpire my Pen, and teach me Arts 0 
which J am yet a Stranger: But that a ſecret or 
| | * | put? 


| The Untimely Diſcovery. 43 
pulſe from within, bids me beware—tells me Since- 
rity diſdaius the Ornaments of Words, and looks 
moſt lovely in her naked Meaning Let dare I 
not proceed——O that my Guardian Angel—the. 
Witneſs of my Sighs, my Tears, my long Endurings, 
mim reſtleſs Days, and agonizing Nights, would 
leave his Charge one Moment, and gently whiſper in 
Ear how much I love——how much I ſuffer — 
At length the Secret isr eveal'd——O wondrous Force 
of Paſſion ! that while it drives, reſtrains, and 
ſpeaks in Silence] have confeſs d I love but 0 
what hope that you'll permit me to atteſt this Truth 
by all the Services of my future Life ?—T have no 
Parents here, uo Friend, no Merits to excuſe this 
bold Preſumption, and plead my Cauſe—but if E- 
manuella has a Penetration ſuch as her Eyes, aud 
Wit, have perſuaded me to think, that has already 
told her more in my behalf than any Tongue could 
utter. The wild Confuſion in my - Countenance— 
the Inconnexion of my Words, when all ſurpriz'd ! 
aftoniſh'd ! at the Wonders of your Charms, I by a 
thouſand ways betrayd my © Senſe of them the feu 
Hours I had the Bleſſing of entertaining you, at the 
Houſe of Don Franciſco But I am too pre- 
ſuming— ] fear the excellent Emanuella, ſo aſed. to 
conquer, regarded not a Triumph ſo unworthy of her 
Obſervation———If ſo, I am indeed undone——byt 
as "tis natural to wiſh Pity for remedyleſs Misfor- 
tunes, be ſo divinely good to allow me that; and if 
you chance to hear of an unhappy Stranger, who 
falls a Martyr to Love's powerful Flame, kuvw it is 
le who living or, dying muſt. le 


- 


Your everlaſting Votary, 
remus 
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P. 8. As I have paſs d many Nights in Contem- 
Blation under ' your WViindow ; permit me to diſturl 
an Hour 's Repoſe of yours with the Mufick this E- 


vening about twelve or one a-clock. 


IF what Emanuella felt from the firſt View 
of Emilius was not yet arrived to a Paſſion, ic 
Was enough to afford an infinity of Pleaſure in 
receiving this ;* which, indeed, ſhe was not 
without ſome ſecret Expectations of, having, as 
he judiciouſly enough obferv'd, a Diſcernment 
(hich ſeldom deceiv'd her, and eaſily inform'd 
[ak the Emotions that appeared in his Face 
were occaſion'd only by her Prefence ; had ſhe 
been as quick in ie bertag cli Humours of 
ber own Sex, ſhe had eſcap'd the greateſt part 
of the Misfortunes which ſoon after came upon 
ber — But as intimate as ſhe was with Donna 
Berilia, ſhe forbore to acquaint her with this 
Affair, not out of any ſuſpicion ſhe would be- 
tray it, or make any Conjecture to her diſad- 
vantage; but that perceiving ſhe ſtill carried 
on an Amour with that young Spark already 
mentioned, ſhe thought to acknowledge herſelf 
a Lover, would be to leſſen the Prerogative ſhe 
ook in adviſing the other. When Night came, 
ſhe was very much purplex'd howto get rid 
of her; and not being willing ſhe ſhould ſtay till 
| rheCount came to the Window, made a Pretence 
of being a little indiſpos'd, and ſaid ſhe would 
go to Bed: but the officious Creature would 
xa be ſo pur off; and being of à ſuſpicious 
"Temper, preſently imagin'd there was ſome- 
thing more than ordinary in the Caſe, that 
made her Couſin, contrary to her Cuſtom, ſo 
willog ſhe ſhould leave her ; and beſides, ſhe 


„„ 
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fancied ſhe had been more thoughtful of lare 
than uſual : Therefore putting all this together, 
ſhe reſolv'd, if poſſible, to find out the mean- 
ing of it; and imagining that this Night 
might produce ſomething which would tend 
to a Diſcovery, ſhe ſtir'd not from the Cham 
ber, under colour of taking care of her, till 
Emanuella had been ſome time in Bed. Nor 
after ſhe left her, did ſhe retire to her own 
Chamber; but putting out the Lights, con- 
ceal'd herſelf in one adjoining to her's, and 
from which ſhe could eaſily hear every thing 
that ſtir'd in it. She had not long ſtood Cen- 
tinel, before ſhe was ſurpriz'd with the Sound 
of Muſick which the Count had brought to ſe- 
renade his Miſtreſs ; ſhe preſently drew nearer 
to a little Window that was in the Room, and 
the Inſtruments being tun'd, accompanied a 
Voice which in very Harmonious Accents ſang 
theſe Stanzas; „„ 
From bright Emanuella's Charms, | , 

. Ab! what Relief is found?  __. 


She every way the Soul alarms ! Ik 
Aud never fails to wound. _ 


Reaſon and Love, once Foes profeſs? d, 
8 Their utmoſt Forces join: 55 
And make the moſt obdurate Breaſt, 
Cionfeſs her al Divine 
| | u. 


? 
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' Whether ſhe" ſpeaks, or looks, or moves, 
Strange Paſſion ſhe inſpires ! + 

©" Scorning the Arts vulgar Loves, 

At once ſhe awes and fires ! 


- EMANUELL A was ſo much accuſtom'd 
to Gallantries of this kind, that Beril/ia would 
not have thought any farther of this, than any 
other Serenade, had ſhe not immediately after 
the Song heard her open her Window: A Con- 
deſcenſion ſhe never had made before, to any 
who aim'd at theSecret to pleaſe her, was ſuffi- 
cient to aſſure the Fair Inquiſitive, that whoever 
the Perſon below was, he was poſſeſs'd of an 
uncommon Share of Emanuela's Favour, and 
made her liſten to the Converſation they pre- 
fently after begun, with all the Attention ſhe 
was able, to diſcover, if poſſible, the happy Man 

ſo remarkably diſtinguiſh'd. 

IHE moment Emanuella appear d at her 
Window, Emilius, after having made a Sign to 
thoſe that accompanied him to retire, came as 
near as he could to it; and in a low Voice, 
Can you forgive divine Emanuella ! ſaid he, my 
keeping you from that Repoſe which might 
probably afford you Entertainments more ele- 
gant than any you can find abroad. I ſhould 
be very cruel to my ſelf, anſuer d ſhe, and un- 
juſt to you ʒ ſheuld the too nice Reſerves of 
the Country we are in, oblige me to ſhun a 
Pleaſure ſuch as you have juſt now afforded 
me); and as I had my Education in a place of 
greater Liberties, I ſhall make no Scruple of 

con- 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 47 
continuing to indulge my ſelf in all thoſe in- 
nocent ones I have been accuſtomed to; among 
which, I account a free Converſation with Per- 
ſons of your Sex, provided always their Beha- 
viour is what Honour and Decency will al- 
low of. The Man ſo favour'd (reſum'd the Count) 
muſt be unworthy indeed, who could not form a 
Humour, if not born with him, ſuited to thoſe 
Principles which alone are capable of recom- 
mending him to. a Woman of leſs. Virtue than 
the adorable Emanuella. O (continued he, with: a 
beſeeching Accent) that Virtue, Honour, a 
Sincerity, were the only Requiſites to make 
the Man poſſeſs*'d of them deſerving Emanuel/a's 
Favour! 'The Man who can prove himſelf 
(return d ſhe) poſſeſs d of them, needs no other 
Qualification to a Woman capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing what is truly'meritorious. A great deal 
more of this kind of Converſation had doubt- 
| leſs paſs'd between them, had they not been 
interrupted by another Set. of Muſick, who 
placed themſelves under the Window for the 
ſame purpoſe the Count had done. Emanuella, 
willing to ſhow the Deference ſhe paid him, 
bad him Good-night, and immediately with- 
drew: Berillia, who had heard every Word 
that had paſs'd, made her own Conſtruction of 
it, and rejoiced that ſhe had found ſomething 
wherewith ſhe might let the World know Ema- 
nuella was not without her Softneſſes, as well as 
thoſe ſhe took the liberty of blaming.  _ 
B UT while ſhe paſs d the time in a thou- 
ſand ill- natur'd Contrivances how to dreſs up 
the Affair ſhe had diſcover'd in the worſt Co- 
lours, the Lovers were employ'd in Contem- 
plations far different Emanuella, who 90 
oY | een 
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been extreamly charm'd with the Perſon and 
Behaviour of her new Adorer, from the firſt 
time ſhe ſaw him, was flattering herſelf with 
the Idea of a world of Satisfaction in the 
Proof of his Sincerity ; and he, on the other 
fide, was no leſs tranſported, that ſhe ſeem'd 
willing to be aſſured he really was what he 
pretended.  :- + „ ori 24 
THE next day, at both Morning and E- 
vening Prayers, ſhe did not fail of ſeeing him; 
where inſtead of paying her Devotions to 
Heaven, ſhe was buſied in receiving them her- 
ſelf from the enamour'd Count. At Night by 
Appointment ſhe entertain'd him from her 
Window, and thus it continued for ſeveral 
Weeks; he ſtill ſeeming to encreaſe in the fer- 
vency of his Paſſion, and ſhe in believing it 
But while in theſe Senſe- enſnaring Amuſements 
ſhe ſuffered her Soul to be employ'd, Berillia 
was not idle in reporting all ſhe knew, and a 
thouſand times more, to every one ſhe was 
acquainted with; and in a little time *rwas 
rown the common talk that Zmanuel/a, the 
reſery*d diſcreet Emanuella, was fallen in Love 
with a young Gentleman who was a Stranger 
in Madrid, and from whom ſhe could have no 
Aſſurance that he was not already married, or 
under Engagements, which in Honour ſhe ought 
not to break throygh. 7 
_ __EMANUELLA, however, was ſo 
much reſpected by all that knew her, that no 
one would ſhock her Ears with any fuch Diſ- 
courſes ; till ſome of the Old and Grave having 
got notice of it, and fearing her Behaviour in 
this Point might ſerve as a Precedent to their 


own Daughters and Neices, made no Scruple 


Fg 
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to ſpeak of this Affair to Don Jabin with a a 
good deal of Severity; and he to repreſent it 
to her as a very great Soleciſm in that Decorum 
ſhe had hitherto ſo ſtrictly preſerved. She 
could not hear him without a ſenſible Alarm; 
but alas! ſhe lov'd and was by this time too 
far enter'd into the fatal Maze, to be able to 
extricate herſelf; there appeared a Proſpect of 
too much Felicity in continuing her Converſa- 
tion with the charming unt, for her to reſign it 
for any of thoſe dull Conſiderations he endea- 
your'd to inſpire her with; and beſides all 
this, tho' ſhe had a Wiſdom. far above her 
Years, ſhe in this point and in many others alſo 
was apt a little too much to depend on her 
own Strength of Reaſon; and the only Fault 
ſhe was guilty of, was Seil. 
THE Adventure being ſo publick, ſhe 
thought ſhe might now communicate it- to 
Berillia ; little ſuſpecting it was through her 
means it had firſt been talked of: and that 
malicious and. deſigning Creature, glad of this 
Opportunity to make her Conduct appear yet 
more blameable, ſooth'd the Humour ſhe was 
in, by all the Arts ſhe was Miſtreſs of 
She - talk'd . continually. of the Count, ſhe 
praiſed his Shape, his Air, his Wit; and 
Whoever has known any thing of Love, will 
confeſs, how dangerous it is for a Perſon, en- 
tring into that State, to liſten to ſuch Diſ- 
courſes ; of an Object which already appears 
but too Amiable. © Emanuella ſuck'd in the de- 
licious Poiſon, and thought the deceitful In- 
{tiller of it her beſt of Friends: Why, ſaid ſbe, 
ſhould you deprive your ſelf of the Pleaſure 
of converſing with the Man you Love, and 
0 ä who 
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who has the tendereſt Regard for you, only 
to ſatisfy a buſy Crowd, who only becauſe 
they are themſelves incapable of taſting thoſe 
refin'd Delights which Love aftords, would 
deny them to another Theſe ſort of Argu- 
ments won the Fair deluded, intirely to re- 
folve on holding a Correſpondence with the 
Count : which Berillia perceiving, thought ſhe 
might now a& as ſhe pleaſed ; and aiming at 
her Ruin, took theſe Means to. bring it a- 
SEE i Ss 3 | 
IT was no difficult matter to inform her- 


ſelf where the Count lodg d; which as ſoon as 


ſhe had done, ſhe writ a little Billet to him, 
the Contents of which were in this manner: 


To Count E MILTIUS. c 


+ Ter L069; © EL | 

HE Paſſion -which Donna Emanuella re- 
A garas you with, is not ſo much à Secret, but 
that I know, and pity it : I blame her not for 
loving a Gentleman of your Accompliſhments ; but I 
have too much Friendſhip for her, not to be angry 
that ſhe confines herſelf to a Reſerve which makes 
her ſo unhappy. I would very fain have you come to a 
more perfect Underſtanding of each other's Senti- 
timents; and that you may do ſo, have contriv'd a 
way to bring you together, in ſpite of thoſe dull For- 
malities which have hitherto kept you at a diſtauce. 
Be at the Back-Gate, which opens into the little 
Parade, about the Hour of Twelve this Evening, 
and you fhall be conducted to the Preſence of your 
adored Emanuella, by her who would be a Friend to 


EN ICE, 95, 186 
3 BERILLIA. 
„ P. S. 


| 
1 
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P. S. Iknow not to what a height the Affectation 
of Diſcretion may tranſport Emanuella, if ſbe ſhould 
know 1 ſent to you ; and beſides, it will be better 
taken, if the Contrivance appears wholly your own— 
Let this therefore be a Secret; be ready to atteſt 
what you ſhall hear me ſay and you may be 


happy Adieu. 


WHETHER Emillius was really poſſeſs d 
of all thoſe Qualities which go to the making 
up a perfect Lover, the Reader will be able 
to determine, when his future Behaviour ſhall 
be related; but *tis certain he had all the Aſſi- 
duity, Impatience, Ardeney of Deſire of the 
moſt Paſſionate, and could not receive this In- 
telligence of a Friend ſo unexpected, and ſo 
capable of ſerving him, without an inſinity 
of eee watched the Hour, and 
went according to Appointment; where he had 
not waited a moment, before Berillia appeared 
to introduce him. He made her a thouſand 
Compliments for the Favour ſhe did him; to 
all which ſhe made but ſhort Anſwers, ha- 
ving other Matters in her Head The 
Family not being all in Bed, ſhe told him he 
muſt be content to divert himſelf in Contem- 
| plation, till ſhe could find an Opportunity to 
get Emunuella into the Garden. He bow d and 
obey d, only intreated her to be as expedi- 
tious as poſſible, leſt any body coming to walk, 
as the Sweetneſs of the Evening might proba- _ 
bly invite ſome one or other, he ſhould be diſ- 
cover'd: Which ſhe aſſuring him ſhe wou'd, 
and placing him in anArbour where he was the 
leaſt liable to be ſeen, left him to feaſt in Ima- 


32 We Raſh Reſolve: or, 


gination on the Pleaſures he was ſhortly to 


enjoy in Reality. 
'SHE kept hey Word, and os had waited 


but a very little Time before he perceiv'd her 


returning, and Emanuela with her: he re: 
ſtrain'd the 'Tranſports of his bounding Heart, 
and continued to conceal himſelf till he ſhould 
receive his Cue from Berilia ; and perceiving 


| = were coming down the Walk which led 


1 Arbour he was in, ſtood cloſe behind 
this ſhelter of ſome Jeſſamin and Fillaree, with 
Which ir was covered. - As they came pretty 
near, he heard Berillia ſay to her fair Couſin, 
Why, my Dear, ſhould you perſiſt in this Severi- 
ty to your ſelf and him you love? Had you but 
heard with how much Tenderneſs - with how 
much Zeal —he pleaded for Admittance, and 
begg d me to aſſiſt his Suit, the Suit of burning, 
raging, deſperate, dying Love, you could not 
nay, you ought not to haue denied him. But 
ſince you have, anſwer'd Emanuella ſome hat 
peeviſhly, why do you now upbraid me with it? 
Suppoſe I had not, would you have forgiven 
me? (haſtily reſum d the other.) There is no need 
(fail ſhe) of asking What I would have done, 


ſince you have not put me to the tryal. Well 


then, (ry d Berillia, afl perceiving her Inclina- 
Him) ſuppoſe I really, in pity of his Suffer- 

s have ventur'd to admit him; ſuppoſe he 
is no in this very Garden full of impatient 
Wiſfies; and trembling: with Deſire to throw 
himſelf beneath your Feet; will you conſent to 

pardton what I have done? Emanuella, whoſe 
5581 Was full of diſorder'd Emotions, ſcarce: 
y ſuffered her to bring out theſe laſt Words 


before, And is he here? ſhe * I will 
no 
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no longer hide it from you (reph'd Berillia) and 


whether you condemn, or thank my Conduct, 
cannot but take the part of a Paſſion which to 
me appears ſo truly meritorious——But tis 


in his Words, thoſe Words which contrary to 


the Laws of Friendſhip, wrought me to intro- 
duce him, that I muſt hope to be clear d in 
your Opinion Appear ! my Lord (conti- 
nued ſoe, raifing her Voice à little) appear! and 
charm her to Forgiveneſs of us both. She 
had no ſooner ſpoke this, than ruſhing from 
behind his leafy Screen, he threw himſelf at 
her Feet, embraced her Knees, warm'd her 
Hands with ten thouſand burning Sighs, and 
mifled no Art of ſoft, ſeducing Love, to melt 
her tender Soul, and make it all his own. _ 
A S prodigious a ſhare, as all who knew her 
acknowledged her to have of Wit, ſhe ſaw 
not that theſe were common Arts, which thoſe, 
leaſt capable of Paſſion, make uſe of when- 
ever excited, either by Intereſt, or Vanity; 
and that both theſe Inducements tended pow - 
erfully to draw an Attempt of this kind on 
her, ſhe might have known, had ſhe conſi- 
dered how much the Reputation of having 
a vaſt Fortune would gratify the one, and her 
well-known, and univerſally admired Perfec- 
tions the other. But alas ! not this Refle&ion, 


nor the Remembrance that a thouſand times 


ſhe had heard, from others unmov d, the ſelf- 
ſame things which now ſhe liſten'd to, had 
any power over her She lov d——and 
lov'd in proportion to the Delicacy of her 
other Sentiments Her Notions were more 
refin d her Paſſion, more elegant than thoſe 
rh other, Women s, wad having. Dork bred Eh 

* believe 


Wh 
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| bi Sincerity one of the higheſt Virtues, ſhe 
could not ſuſpe& a want of it in the Man ſhe 
had ſo good an Opinion of; nor deviate from 
the Rules of it fo far herſelf, as to affect 
an Anger ſhe was far from being poſſeſsꝰd 
ol Her Words, her Looks, her every Action 


betray'd the Wiſhes of her Heart confeſs'd 
her Tranſport and told him that he could 
not ſue in vain, Herilia was infinitely ſatif- 
fied in the Obſervations ſhe made, and that 
treacherous Creature receiv'd a "thouſand pub- 
lick Teſtimonies of Gratirude from the one, and 

private ones from the other, hien ſhe why 
far from deſerving. 

TH E amorous Pair ſtay' d not a 1 time 
together, leſt any Accident ſhould betray 
their Converſe to Don Jabin or his Lady, 
whom Emanuella yet was very loth ſhould 
know the Secret ot her Inclinations but the 
Nr five Count Would not depart, without her 

ermiſſion to return the next Night in the ſame 
manner as he had done this nor would ſhe 
have been well ſatisfied, had he appeared leſs 
preſſing And they took leave with leſs Regret 
than Lovers uſually do, becauſe they both aſſu- 
red themſelves of a zealous Promoter of their 
nes. Happineſs in the Friendſhip of Be- 
VVV 
MA NY Ni ghts paſs'd” over as chis had 
done, and at "Laſt Berillia having brought 
things pretty. near to the pitch the; aim'd at, 
under pretence of waiting in the Garden to 

receive Emilius, would let in her own Lover 
(who neither being approv'd of by her Father, 
nor any of her Friends, ſhe could ſee but by 


ſtealth) and when ſhe * "found Emanuella _ 
the 
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the Count were engag'd in a Converſation 
which a third Perſon might be ſpar'd, ſhe 
conſtantly retir d to another part of the Gar- 
den, and receiv'd the double Satisfaction of 
the Company of the Man ſhe lov'd, and the 
Probability of undoing the Woman ſhe hated. 
Not that any thing had yet paſs'd between 
thoſe two amiable Perſons, but what was ac- 
countable to the ſtricteſt Virtue ; yet the 
Paſſion ſhe found them both poſſeſs d of —— 
the Opportunities ſhe allow'd them 5 
the continual Hints ſhe gave the Count, not 
to let Modeſty be his Enemy — and the Ar- 
tifices ſhe daily, almoſt hourly, made uſe of 
to melt Emanuella's Soul, and turn her all into 
Deſire; gave her liberty (who knew Nature 
pretty well) to imagine an unguarded Minute 
might arrive, which might perfectly compleat 
her baſe Deſign, and reduce the envy'd Fair to 
a Condition both blameable and pitiable. 

FT HE Y were now arriv'd to ſuch a height 
of Love confeſs d, that the moſt binding 
Vows of everlaſting Conſtancy had paſs'd be- 
_ tween them Eilius often preſs'd that 
the Ceremony of the Church might put it 
paſt. the power of even Fate it felt ro deprive 
him of the Bleſſing ſhe had made him hope. But 
Emanuella would by no means conſent, till the 
return of the Ships ſent for that purpoſe 
ſhould make her Miſtreſs of that Wealth which 
was her Due. As ſhe then was, ſhe might 
have look'd on a Marriage with the Cuunt as 

extreamly to her Intereſt ; but as ſhe expected 
to be, the Advantage was wholly on his Side: 
And among the other Niceties of her Paſſion, 


this was one, neyer to endure to be obliged to 
rnd | — 
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the Man ſhe lov'd. Their mutual Vows 
however, and her firm Reſolution to marry 
him aſſoon as this Affair was ſettled, pave, as 
it were, a Sanction to much greater Freedoms 
than otherwiſe he would have dar'd to have 
taken, or ſhe would have permitted; and at 
laſt, O how dangerous is it to tranſgreſs, 
even the leaſt Bounds of that Reſerve which 
is enjoined by Virtue for our Guard! from 
one Liberty they ventur'd on another, till ra- 
pacious, greedy Love, too conſcious of his 
Power, encroached on all, and nothing left for 
Honour. TEL Ar 3-21 2 
DONNA Berillia had too much Experience 
in theſe Affairs, not to be perfectly ſenſible of 


what had hap pen'd, tho? Emanuella's Modeſty „ 


and perhaps already a ſecret Remorſe, would 
not ſuffer her to make any one a Confidant 
in this Part of the Story; and the miſchie- 
vous Wretch having ſo much of her Wiſh 
compleated, began to ſtudy how ſhe ſhould 

bring about'the remainder ; that of expoſing 
the Diſhonour her Inſinuations had in a great 
meaſure helpꝰd to occaſion, and bring on her 
unhappy Coulin, the Shame and Miſery, as well 
as Guilt, which waits on a too fond Belief. 
- FOR TUNE ſeem'd to take pleaſure 

in aſſiſting her Malice; and before ſhe could 
find an Opportunity to execute any thing ſhe 
had form'd, gave an unexpected Shock, which 
without her aid, would have made a Woman 

of Emanuella's Temper, unfortunate to the 
laſt degree; and it was with an infinity of 
inward 'Torment ſhe received the News that 
all thoſe vaſt Poſſeſſions left her by her Father, 
nd which ha d been ſo long detained by the 
re | Baſeneſs 
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Baſeneſs of Don Pedro, having been diſpos'd of, 
and turn d into ready Caſh, and Bills for the 
Convenience of Exportation, by a ſudden Storm 
were loſt, and not above two or three of the 
Sailors eſcap'd to bring the faral 'Tydings, So 
dreadful a Misfortune wou'd- ſcarce have been 
ſupportable by moſt young Ladies ; but; Ema- 
nuella confidered it in a deeper Senſe than bare- 


ly. to be reduc'd from one of the greateſt For- 


tunes to the meaneſt ; ſhe had never, ſet any 
higher Value on Wealth, than as it might be 
ſerviceable to her Friends; and now, havimg 
one who was dearer to her than her Soul — 
one to whom ſhe had made the greateſt Con- 
deſcenſions, and one whoſe Eſtate ſhe imagined 
was not very large, and whoſe Expectations 
wou'd be ſtrangely diſappointed in this Loſs, 
| made her regret it with an inconceivable Af- 
fiction. She had delay d marrying him, till 
ſhe was actually in poſſeſſion of what ſhe knew 
wou'd make him perfectly eaſy ; and to be cer- 
tain it never wou'd be in her power to make 
him any ocher Preſent than herſelf, gave her 


Agonies which not all her Fortitude could ena- 
ble her to ſuſtain with Patience. Had ſhe 


been Empreſs of the World, Emilius ſhould have 
ſhar'd that Grandeur with her; but ſhe lov'd 
bim with a Paſſion too refin'd, to be content he 
ſhou'd ſhare with her an abject State of Life. 
Her Opinion had ſet him in ſo noble a Light, 
that ſhe doubted not of his Love, Honour, or 
Generoſity, and aſſur d herſelf that it would 
de wholly her own fault if the Vows he had 
made her, were not authoriz d by the Cere- 
mony of the Chur n. | 
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TT HE Night after this diſtracting News 
vas brought, ſhe would not be perſuaded to 
ſee the Count; and when Berilia ask'd her 
what ſhe ſhould ſay to him, ſhe knew not what 
to anſwer. Confus'd, and wild, torn with 
a thouſand different Anxieties, ſometimes bid 
her reveal the fatal Secret. — Then, with the 
ſame Breath, recall'd that Order. — Tell him, 
IJ am undone, (ſaid ſbe.) Tell him, that cruel 
Fate, envious of the Bleſſings of his Love, has 
raviſh'd me for ever from his Sight. —And 
preſently after, No, no, (reſum'd ſbe) I wil 
not have him know it yet. — I will have the 
Satisfaction of taking one dear Adieu, yet one 
more fond Embrace before we part for ever. — 
-?Tis poſſible my. Grief may riſe to that prodi- 
gious Height as to deſtroy me — and at once 
rid me of the Pain of Thought — of Memo- 
ry — of curs'd Apprehenſion. Berilia all this 
while ſeem'd to endeavour to perſuade her to 
Moderation, and entreated her not to ſhun his 
"Preſence ; telling her, ſhe was certain to loſe 
her Sight would be an Affliction infinitely more 
inconſolable to him than that of her Eflate: 
but the Arguments ſhe made uſe of to co- 
vince her, ſhe contriv'd ſhou'd appear too weak 
to be of any Efficacy, deſiring nothing more 
rhan to be entruſted with a Meſſage to hin, 
which ſhe reſoly'd to deliver in a manner little 
conformable to that in which it ſhould be 


* 


7 


plven. 4 DO . 
of TWICE, or thrice, the perplex'd En 
nuella ſat herſelf down to write to her belov'd 
Emilius, and as oft lamented her Incapacity 
the Emotions of her Soul-were too violent to 
permit any Coherence in her Words. — 7 
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after a long debate within herſelf. what would 


beſt become her Paſſion, and her Honour, de- 
fir'd Berillia to acquaint him with her Misfor- 


tune; and gave her leave to let him know ſhe 
regretted ſuch a Diſappointment, only as ſhe 
thought. it rendred her more unworthy of him. 
Berillia rejoic'd beyond meaſure at this Op- 
portunity of executing what ſhe deſign d; aſ- 
fur'd her ſhe would do in every thing as ſhe 
had commanded. — And by this means, ſaid the 
cunning Ingrate, I ſhall make a Tryal of his 


Conſtancy: for if Men are by Nature ſo ſelf- 
Intereſted as they are reported, this Account I 


have to give him, will prove his nobleſt Senti- 


ments. The Time for his Approach being ar- 


riv'd, broke off any farther Diſcourſe; and ſhe 
went into the Garden to receive him, leaving 


the half-diſtracted Emanuella almoſt drownud 


in Tears. | 


THE impatient Emilius was waiting at 
the Gate, full of a thouſand tranſporting Re- 


fle&tions on the paſt, and pleaſing Expectations 
of coming Joys, when Berillia open'd it to him, 
and delaying to ſay any thing ro him of what 
ſhe had to reveal, *till ſhe had brought him 


into the Arbour, the happy Scene which had 


ſo lately bleſt him; ſhe then began to accoſt 


him in this manner. My Lord, ſaid ſbe, I have 


a Hiſtory to relate ſo little of a piece with thoſe 


I have already given you of Emanuel/a's Senſi- 


bility of your Merits, that I know not if you 
will forgive me for relating it. Emilius, whoſe 
Paſſion was infinitely greater than what moſt of 
his Sex, eſpecially after Enjoyment are poſſeſt 
of, cou'd not hear theſe Words, and miſs 
Emanutla from the place ſhe us'd to be always 
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ready to receive him in, without an inexpreſ- 


* 


ſible Diſorder; which he could not preſently 
overcome, enough to be able to ask what it 
was ſhe meant. The artful Traytreſs, obſerving 
his Surprize, encreas'd it, by ſpeaking in this 
manner. I ſee, my Lord, (reſum'd ſhe) you 
cannot hear any 3 which offers at a diſco- 
very of Emanuella s Falſhood, without the ut- 
molt Concern: Nor do I wonder at it, having 
been Witneſs of ſo many tender Proteſtations of 


an ardent Paſſion on both ſides. Lou may think 


it ſtrange, perhaps, that I, her Couſin, and her 
Friend, ſhould tell you this — but what is 
there in my power to do, which may conceal an 
Inconſtancy, which, tho* I ſhould invent ten 
thoufand Stratagems, in ſpite of me will ſhow 
itſelf > I might indeed have made ſome Excuſe 
for her nor ſeeing you this Night, which might 
have ſeem'd plauſible enough ; but what cou'd 


T have ſaid, which cou'd have beguil'd your Im- 


patience in the ſucceeding ones? Since then 

tis what you muſt know, ſooner or later, I 
thonght 1t the more generous part to acquaint 
you, with it early, and arm you for the Misfor- 
tune you will doubtleſs hear of in a little time 
from other Tongues than mine. The ena- 


mour'd Count felt his Heart. fink in him all the 


time ſhe had been ſpeaking; and could hardly 
aſſume Spirit enough, when ſhe had done, to 
entreat her to let him know, in few: Words, the 
Accident that had befallen him. I will, my 
Lord! ſaid ſhe, — but firſt let me deliver the 


Meſſage I received from Emanuel/a : She bid 


me tell you, that having this day an Account 


that Ship, in which her whole Fortune was 


truſted, being loſt, ſhe cannot think of marrying 
C255 5, . any 
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any Man, but one whoſe Eſtate can make 
up for the Deficiency of hers, and that yours 
cannot, ſhe, has been inform'd : Therefore 
there being a Neceſſity of breaking with you, 
thinks it improper to ſee you any more 
How (interrupted the Count) no more but ſo? 
a. Neceſſity of breaking uith me 
„ nm an HL? 1 | 
600D Heaven ! is it poſſible ſhe can fo 
ſuddenly recede from that height of Paſſion ſhe 
laſt Night profeſs'd, and all at once degenerate 
into Coldneſs and damn'd Indifference But 
you miſtake her ſure, and what is Over-Ten- 
derneſs miſconſt rue Hate Louꝭ ll ſoon be 
able to judge whether I do not, (reſum'd Be- 
rillia, affeting an Air of Indig nation) But 
I ſhall give my ſelf no further trouble, but 
leave you to the Proof. 
ſhe. turn'd away, and ſeem'd as tho' ſhe 
would have gone out of the Arbour ; which 
Emillius perceiving, and repenting of what he 
had ſaid, catch'd hold of her by her Gown, 
Stay, Madam, ſtay, (cry d he.) Pardon the Di- 
ſtraction of a Lover, and eaſe the Pains you've 
rais'd by adding more--——Cofhfirm-the fatal 
Truth; tell me again my Emanuella's loſt—-- 
that ſhe is unkind - indifferent —falſe - and 
kill me with the Sound. Forbid it Heaven 
(reſum d ſhe, ſofining her Voice and fitting down 
again) that Love ſhould have ſuch Power over a 
Heart like yours Rouze ] rouze, my 
Lord! your Soul, exert the nobler Faculties, 
think of her Deceit, Hypocriſy, Perjury, and 
forget her Charms. Had ſhe refuſed to marry 


you, thus fallen as ſhe is from all her Hopes, 


it had been a generous Proof of Self-denial; 
1 eee 


See me no 


With theſe Words 
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but know tis all but feign'd, ſhe imagines 

ſeeming to ſhun, ſhe more engages your Pur- 
ſuit, and expects to be preſs'd to what ſhe 
wiſhes—and ſhe will yield, depend upon it, if 
you inſiſt on the Performance of the Contract. 
Sill, ſtill, (reſum*d the impatient Count) you ſpeak 
in Riddles — But if ever Pity or Good-Na- 
ture ſway'd your Soul, let me conjure you, 
Madam, to explain. I will (ſaid ſhe) but you 
ſhall ſwear firſt by every thing that's Holy, 
never to utter to Emanuella or any other Per- 
fon what J am about to ſpeak.” I do (cry'd'he) 
and may juſt Heaven renounce me when I 
break it. Know then (purſued ſhe) that you 
have been deceiv'd, betray d into a fictitious 
hope of marrying one who has been long ſince, 
it Vows have any power, another's Wite : My 
ſelf was preſent at the Ceremony; but the un- 
happy Man was driven Fro her Arms, e'er 
Conſummation of their Loves. Emanuella has 
a Heart too ſenſible of the tender Paſſion, to be 
long without an Object to inſpire it: in the 
ſhort Interval you happen'd to addreſs her, 
you know to what a Length her Acceptation 
of thoſe Addreſſes has carried her — She 
vail d indeed her looſer Flame under a Promiſe 
of Marriage, which I have already told you 
was not in her power to make good: How- 
ever it ſerved for a Pretence, believing (accord- 
ing to the Mutability which is imputed to your 
Sex) you would be well enough ſatisfied to de- 
cline your Claim before the Return of the 
Ship Her Expectations there being croſt by 
your Conſtancy, and an Account ſhe has late- 
ly receiv'd of the ſudden Death of her Huſ- 
band, and the Loſs of her Fortune obliges her 


to 
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to act the arttul Part, and ſeem to be averſe 
to what is moſt her Intereſt 80 wiſn But 
now my Lord! (cantinued ſhe with à well- 
counterfeited Concern) I am arrived to the black- 
eſt Point of all her Character, and what indeed 
induced me to lay open all the reſt——She has 
lately commenc'd a ſhameful Converſation 
with a Perſon whoſe Name I know not; but 
whom if you had ever ſeen, you would with me 

ac knowledge the Depravity of her "Taſte— 
Bur not to grow tedious in a Relation which 
can afford you but little Satisfaction, ſhe now, 
thoꝰ not till now, deſigns to be your Wife, and 
only waits your proteſting not to live without 
her, to engage her yielding to ſave you from 
Deſpair. Hell firſt ſhall ſeize her (cry d the 
Count, tranſported with the utmoſt Fury) let her 
chuſe a Fiend from thence, the fitteſt Para- 
mour, and make the Wretch ſhe has choſe her 
Property. Berillia was in ſo much Rapture at 
the Succeſs of her Project, that it was very 
hard for her to counterfeit any longer the 
Concern ſhe had put on for the Baſeneſs of ſo 
near a Relation ; and therefore having afreſh 
engag'd his Vows of Secrecy, told him a long- 
er Stay might occaſion Suſpicion in Emanuella ; 
and receiving a thouſand Thanks from him 
for her friendly Caution, took her leave and 
went to Emanuella with the Story ſhe had pro 
pared for her. 

SHE found that unhappy Lady in the 
Poſture ſhe had left her, extended on. the 
Floor,inthe moſt cruel Stormof agonizing Grief, 
and deſperate Love; but it was not in the 
power of all her Sufferings to turn the Heart 
of this more than Barbarian 3 and when 1 
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ſaw her riſe to meet her, and heard her, with 
an Accent which might have melted a Heart 
of Adamant, enquire how twas her dear 
Emilius lock d,; what twas he ſaid, and a thou- 


II AE AAA A AO A — 


ſand ſuch Queſtions Which her Tenderneſs 
ſuggeſted ; ſhe fart for fome Moments without 


making any Reply, and when ſhe did, it was 
in this manner: I am infinitely troubled, my 


dear Couſin (ſaidBerillia) that you employ'd me 
in this Errand ; I know not what to do, whe- 
ther to relate the Truth, or amuſe you with a 


| Falſhood be the moſt commendable : but ſum- 
mon all your Fortitude, arm your ſelf with 


Courage to difdain the Baſeneſs, the grovelin 
Diſpoſition of © ſordid, ungrateful Man. O 
Heaven (cry d Emanuella, ready to faint with 
Apprehenſion) what means Berillia, what has 


_ "Emilius done. All that can compleat a Villain, 
(anſwered ſhe) a moſt conſummate Villain ! © : 


T WIC E did the poor Emanuella oon 
away, before Berillia explain'd her cruel Mean- 
ing; but being eager to add to her Affliction, 
as ſoon as ever ſhe was in a Condition to liſten 
to what ſhe ſaid ; Ceaſe, deareſt Couſin (cry 
be) to mourn ; rather let generous Indignation 
fire your Breaſt, and arm you to diſdain not 
only the perfidious Count, but the whole Race 
of Man The cold, inſenſible, regardleſs 
"Traytor, heard me with Tears recount your 
Grief, and ſpeak what you endur'd in the 


Neceff ity of parting with him, with ſo un- 


mov'd an Air, as tho? he were not Man, or 
were mil in his Sex's Arts of Diſh angle 
tion. At laſt he ſaid he pitied your Misfor- 
tune, twas very unhappy indeed for a young 


Lady to be Without the means of keeping ap 
: the 
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the Grandeur ſhe was born to but that you 


muſt ſtudy Patience that doubtleſs a great 
many Ladies would be very willing to accept 
of you as a Companion and he hoped you 
would not want bid me give his Ser- 
vice and tell you that he-wiſh'd it were 
in his power to remedy your Misfortunes. 
I had not Patience, but revenged the Contempt 


with all the Revilings that a Woman's Tongue, 


made keen by the moſt inveterate Malice, could 


utter; but he appeared as unconcern'd at 


this, as at any thing elſe I had ſaid: and 
making towards the Door, would fain have 
left me to rail by my ſelf: but I detain'd him 
for ſome. time, on purpoſe to vent the Fury I 
was poſſeſs'd of : but at length he broke from 
me, and left me almoſt breathleſs with the 
Struggle. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, expecting what 


Enanuella would reply; but what that Lady 


felt at ſo unexpected, ſo ſhocking a Relation, 
was too big for Words! filent, the ſtormy 
Paſſions rolled in her tortur'd Boſom, diſdain- 
ing the mean Eaſe of raging or complaining— 
It was a conſiderable time before ſhe utter'd 


the leaſt Syllable ; and when ſhe did, fheſeem'd 


to ſtart as from ſome dreadful Dream, and 
cry'd, It is enough——in kaowing one, I know 
the whole deceiving Sex--Nor will I be a ſecond 
time betray'd-—T'll hide me for ever from their 
Arts, their ſoothing Flatteries, their ſubtle 
Inſinuations no more I'll hear, or fee, or 
think of Man The beſt is baſeEmilius, 
Emilius whom I lov'd is baſe Few Wo- 


men but in ſuch a Circumſtance would have 
writ, and upbraided the crael- Deſtroyer of 
their Peace; but Emanuella's Soul difdain'd 
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thoſe Teſtimonies of continued Weakneſs, 


which however bitter they may appear in the 
Expreſſiun, the Meaning ſtill is Love; for the 


Indifferent give not themſelves the Pains. It 


was of this Sort ſhe now wifh'd to be thought 
by Emilius, and this Diſpoſition help'd Berillia 
to keep any Diſcovery how much ſhe had in- 
j mr 7-70 

BEIN G determined never to be ſeen in 
Publick more, ſhe thought a monaſtick Life 
the ſafeſt and moſt convenient Retirement from 
the World ; and communicating her Inten- 


tions to Don Jabin, and his Wife, (letting 


them know no other, than that it was the loſs 
of her Fortune which had made her of this 
Mind) they ſeem'd to think it the moſt pru- 
dent Method ſhe could uſe; and the very next 
Day, without any other Conſideration than 
the flying from a World in which ſhe believ'd 
it an Impoſſibility ever to be happy, went into 
a Nunnery of Pourclairs, making choice of that 
Order as being the ſevereſt; reſolving to pu- 
niſh her eaſy Belief, and the Condeſcenſion 
ſhe had made to Emilins, in as rigid a manner 
as was poſſible, He, who after he had left 


\ 


Berxillia, and began deliberately to weigh what 


had 'been told him, found it very difficult to 
believe it; and tho? he could not imagine for 
what Reaſon that young Lady, who had (0 
much befriended him in the beginning of his 
Amour, ſhould invent Stories ſo much to the pre- 


judice df a Relation who loy*d her, only to brear 


off a Correſpondence 'with him; yer he wis 
ſometimes about to write to Emannella in ſuch 
a manner, as without Breach of the Vow be 
had made to Berillia, would have given him _ 
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light into the Truth : But the Conſideration, 
that if ſhe was not guilty in the manner ſhe was 
accuſed, yet that the Ship in which her Effects 
were, was loſt, was paſt all doubt ; and that to a 
young Nobleman, full of Ambition, and the 
Love of Grandeur, was ſufficient to abate the 
Vigour of his other Paſſion : Beſide, he had al- 
ready enjoy'd her; and where is the Man who 


dies for a repeated Poſſeſſion ?——He therefore 


forbore to examine any farther into the Truth 
of the Affair; and tho' he had ſome melan- 
choly Reflection for a while, yet the natural 
Gaiety of his Humour diverted them from do- 
ing him any great Prejudice. 

THE malicious Berillia triumph'd in ha- 
ving remov d a Perſon whoſe ſuperior Graces 
rendred hers unobſervable, and revell'd in the 
continued Poſſeſſion of the Man ſhe lov'd 
without danger of Reproof. Emanuella was 
the only unhappy Perſon; and it was neither 
in the power of Time, Abſence, Philoſophy, 
or Religion, to obliterate the Memory of Emi- 
lus, or aſſuage her Sorrows. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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ſincere to be eafily thrown off; 
and tho' in his Circumſtances, it 
was Wholly improper he ſhould 


marry without a Fortune; yet he could not 


reſolve to quit her without the utmoſt Reluc- 
rence—— The firſt Storm of Indignation which 
the malicious Berillia had raiſed in his Soul, 
was no fooner over, than a great part of his for- 


mer Tenderneſs return'd. He conſider d that 


what hehad heard was ſo inconſiſtent with het 


Cha- 
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Character, and with her Behaviour; that had 
it come from the Mouth of any other Perſon, 
it would not have found the leaſt room in his 
Belief. Nor could he even from her ſer it down 
for Truth, in ſpite of the Improbability there 
appeared, that ſhe ſhould have any Deſign in 
deceiving him into an ill Opinion of a Wo- 
man, whom he knew ſhe had Reaſon to 
eſteem——This Diviſion in his Thoughts, 

made him for ſome days ſufficiently diſquieted. 
Nor was he's little amaz'd, and alarm'd, when 
he was told that ſhe was retir' d. into a Mn. 
ſler y This Proceeding, he thought vaſtly 
incongruous with the Account Berillia had 
given him of her Humour; and he was at the 
greateſt, loſs in the World chat Jud gment to 
form Fain would he have writ—fain 
would he have made her a Viſit at the Grate 
of the Pourclairs ; but the Promiſe her Couſin 
had exacted from him, deferr'd him on the one 
ſide; and on the other, the Reflection that, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould be found Innocent, he ſhould 

be obliged to renew thoſe Pretenſions, which, 
as ſhe now was, were no way conformable to 
his Ambition = However, he could not re- 
ſtrain his Inclinat ions, which were yet very 
tender to her, and, perhaps, might in time 
have weighed. down Intereſt, if. a Chance had 
not happened in bis Affairs, which turn'd the 
Ballance, wag. prov' d how little Dependance 
there is on Man, when Love and Gratitude are 

the only Motiyes to engage his Conſtancy., 
HE was. one Morning in his Bed full of 
uneaſy and perplex* d Meditations, when bis 
Servant brought him a Letter, in Which be 
found cheſe Lines: 1 
0 
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10 Count EMILIUS. 


1 PHT you have wronged me in the moſt ap 
1 © Part, I make no more doubt of, than thut you 
are a Man of Honour enough to endeavour a Defence 
of what you have done. I defire therefore that you 
will meet me an Hour hence in the Field of 
St. Cruzada, either to repair the Injuries you have 
done me by your Life, or by depriving me of mine, pur 
an end to the Juf Reſentment of 


OCTAVIO.. 


p HE Sutprhe v with which Emilius read 
this Challenge, was proportionable to the Oc- 
caſion. He could not imagine for which of 
his Actions he ſhould be call'd to account 
by a Gentleman whom he had ſcarce any 
oed of; whom he had not ſeen above 
two or three times, and whom he never had 
any particular Converſation with: But be- 
thinking himſelf what a Man of Honour ought 

to do in ſuch a Caſe, he ask'd if the Perſon 
who brought the Letter waited for an Anſwer ; 
and being told that he did, he call'd for Pen 
and Ink, and oa ogg return d one in this 
manner: | 


To Don OCT 4710. 


' Should be very a0 to be guilty of an Injury to any 
one, and am certain it is as diſtant from my 
Power as Inclination, to have done any thing to you 
which cou'd juſtly vetafion a Summons of the nature I 
have grated Bu fie I am accus 4 of i it, am rea- 


ay 


>. 


tender 


- Tt Raft Rave: o. 


dy to give you ſuch Sati faction as becomes a Gentle- 
man, and to that end will attend you at the Time 
and Place appointed; being no leſs defirous to know 
the Reaſon which has made you my Enemy, than you 


are to ela dach one to 
| EMILIUS. 


H E EP nd: looner diſpatch'd this, than he 
roſe, and making what haſte he could to dreſs, 


was in the Field little later than his Antago- 


niſt ; whom, as he came near, he found had his 


Sword ready drawn, which oblig'd him to put 
Poſture of Defence: But being 


himſelf allo in a P 
unwilling. to fight, without knowing for what 


Cauſe — You ſee, Don Oclavio ! ſaid he, I 
have obey d your Nats 2 ; but as I am yet 


unacquainted with the Motive which induc'd 
you. to ſend it, I defire you will be juſt enough 
to inform me, before we engage. You feign an 


e (interrupted the other fiercely). tis im- 


poſſible you ſhould not know, that Rivalſhip 
in Love is what the Spaziſh Honour cannot 


brook. — Were the 3 Julia leſs worthy 
of my Paſſion, the long Addreſſes I have made 


to her would ſcorn to yield to any new Pre- 
.therefore, defend the Wrong 
you have had the Boldneſs to attempr, or tame- 
ly 5 the unworthy Victim of impatient Jea- 
lou £ 
T HESE Words, 2 the Nawe iof Julia, 
ſo much furpriz'd the Count, that he could nei- 
ther anſwer them immediately, nor recollect 
himſelf enough to parry the Thruſt with which 
were accompany'd, and he receiv'd a flight 


Wound in the Arm, and was very near ſuffer- 


bg a ſecond, in a place, perhaps, more dange- 
| rous, 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 73 
rous, before he had regain'd Preſence enough of 
Mind to avoid it. Burt as his Surprize vaniſh'd, 
Indignation kindled in his Soul, and he ſoofi let 
the other know it was not Fear which had ren- 
dred him thus long unactive; the Smart of the 
Wound rais'd him to an equal Fury, and he 
forbore endeavouring to convince the raſh Octa- 
vio of his Miſtake, till he had puniſh'd his Un- 
adviſedneſs. Being an excellent Maſter of his 
Sword, he not only return'd doubly the Wound 
he had receiv'd, but by diſarming him, render- 
ed him incapable of giving more ; bur his Rage * 
diminiſhing with his Adverſary's Power, he ge- 
nerouſly return'd his Weapon, deſiring ſtill 
they might be Friends, and that he would ex- 
plain what *rwas he meant by Rivalſhip, and 
Julia; aſſuring him, that he had no deſign on 
any Lady of that Name. Octavio, tho” he had 
too much Honour to renew the Combat with 
a Perſon in whoſe power it ſo lately had been 
to have taken his Life, gave him a L which 
ſufficiently demonſtrated the continued Rancour 
of his Heart, and only telling him, that he knew - 
Julia too well to believe ſhe cou'd love a Man 
without being firſt belov'd by him, flung. ſul- 
ſenly away, leaving Emilius in a much greater 
Conſternation, than his Behaviour had put him 
in before. He cou'd by no means comprehend 
the meaning of this Adventure, nor from what 
dource the Jealouſy of Octavio had ſprung. He 
had heard much Talk of a Lady call d Julia; 
but he had never ſeen her, nor was he certain 
it was for her ſake all this had happened: but 
from that Moment he conceived a ſecret Wiſh, 
that he were indeed happy enough to be in that 
Lady's fayour, whom he had heard ſpoke of as 
* . L - one 


one of the greateſt Fortunes in Madrid, and a 
celebrated Beauty. The bare Conje&ure that 
there was a poſlibility, that ſhe might have 


{een and liked him, went a great way towards 
the expelling his Paſſion for a Woman he had 


already enjoy d, and who now no longer had it 


in her power to conduce.to the Gratification of 
his Ambition.—He ſpent that whole Day in 
Enquiries what ſort of a Woman this Julia 
was, how large her Fortune, and who they 
were that had made Pretenſions to her; and 


from all hands receiv'd ſuch Accounts, as fill'd 


him with ardent Longings, that Octavio's Jea- 
louſy might have ſomething more in it than an 
imaginary Cauſe. He was told by ſome, who 
ſeem'd to know a. good deal of her Affairs, 
that, that Gentleman had for a long time pro- 


fes d himſelf her Lover, but had of late been 
deny'd the privilege of viſiting her, tho' for 


what reaſon, was yet a Secret; and theſe Ti- 
dings halt confirmꝭd the pleas'd Emilius, that he 
was more bleſt than he cou'd have imagin'd. 
B U, as to inform himſelf as much as poſ- 
ſible of the Truth of this Affair, took up the 


Day, the Night was employ'd in Contrivances 


how to make the beſt Advantage of what had 
been told. He had found out where ſhe liv'd, 


and alſo that being an Orphan, the Riches ſhe 
Vas poſſeſt of were entirely at her own Diſpoſe; 


and nothing he thought now remained for him 
to do, but to form ſome pretty Stratagem, 
whereby he might become acquainted with her 
without appearing guilty of a Boldneſs which 
might forfeit all the Kindneſs ſhe had for him. 
Few Men had been more fortunate in Inventions 
of this nature than | himſelf ; and tis ſcarce bs 

"A * 
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be doubted, but that he would ſoon have 4 
one plauſible enough for his purpoſe, if he had 
not been ſpar'd the pains, by receiving in the 
Morning a Billet of a far different kind than 
that which had been brought him the Day be- 
ſore. The Contents of it were theſe. 


5 5 To Count EMIL IUS 8 
7 N CE we are taught, that of two Evils tis 


beſt to chuſe the leaſt ; to avoid being guilty of 
Ingratitude,' I am oblig d to break through the De- 


corum of my Sex, by writing to a Gentleman, t0 


whom, 1 believe, I am altogether a Stranger... 
For the Wound you have received on my account, 
I can do no leſs in Honour than apply a Balſam ;, to 
which end, I ſend you the moſt experienc'd, Ar- 
tiſt in this Kingdom: And if the Puniſhment of the 
Offender may be any Reparation for the Offence, give 
you my ſolemn-Promiſe the raſh Octavio ſhall dearly 
repent his Inſolence, if I have any of that Power 
over him he pretend. | R 
And tho ſuch an Invitation may be thought too 
great a Freedom, 1 ſhall be glad to make you ſenfible by 
Mord of Mouth, as ſoon as you are in a Condition to 
come abroad, how much I regret the Injury has been 
done you,” If a Perſon, ſo little qualified to merit 
your Converſation, has hitherto e your Notice, 


the Meſſenger, who brings this, can inform you 


wier e jon may know more of the Sentiments of 


AFTER having mention'd the Inquie- 
tudes he was in, to find a proper Method to in- 
troduce himſelf to this Lady, e 

= | "JS eſs 


* 


76 The Raſh Reſolve : or, 
leſs to expreſs the Pleaſure this Letter gave him. 
He commanded that the Perſon who brought it 
ſhou'd be ſhew'd up into his Chamber, and 
finding he appear'd like a Gentlemam, uſed him 
in the moſt handſome'manner imaginable. The 
other ſoon; inform'd him, that he was a Sur- 
geon, and that he was order'd by Donna Julia 
de Veneli to attend him with all poſſible dili- 
- gence till his Wound was cur'd. And tho' the 
Count aſſur d him it was but a Scratch, and 


unworthy his Regard, yet he wou'd needs ap- 


ly a Plaiſter to it; and pulling out of his 

ocket a Scarf made of Silver Gauſe, and cu- 
riouſly embroider'd with Crimſon and Green, 
and a Locket to faſten it together, which had a 
Cypher in it with the Letters of her Name. ſet 
round with Diamonds of a very great Value, 
told him, ſhe had ſent him that to bind his | 
Arm. — A Man of leſs Gallantry, and leſs In- 
clination to be well in the Eſteem of ſuch a 
Lady as Donna Julia, would ſcarce hare 
refus d ſo obliging a Preſent; and it is eaſy to 
imagine, that he fuffer'd it to be put on with a 
Pleafure ſuitable to the Favour of the Sender, 
He intreated him to ſtay, and order'd a genteel 

Morning-Repaſt to be got ready, while he with- 
drew to his Cloſet to anſwer the welcome Bil. 
let, which he did in theſe Words. 


| Jo the moſt Excellent Donna 
| Julia de Henelli. . 


HURT fo trifling as that which I received 
3 from the Hand of Don Octavio requir'd nt 
4 Balſam of that Divine Nature your Goodneſs has 
5 |  beſtow'd, 
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beſtow'd. —— You rather, Madam ! ſhould have re- 


; ſerv'd your Pity for thoſe Wounds the Fame of your 


Accompliſhments has already made but too deep, and 
which (I had almoſt ſaid I fear) your Eyes will 


render incurable, but by Death, or a Condeſcenſion, 


ſuch as *twou'd be the utmoſt Vanity to hope —— 


But whatever Deſtiny you inflict, cannot but be glo- 


rious ; and certainly, the next Bleſſing to the Heaven 
of living in your Favour, would be dying in the Pur- 


| ſuit of it. | 


I wear, moſt angelick of your Sex I the juſteſt 
Senſe of your unmerited Fuvours at my Heart, and 


your admirable Scarf on my Arm ; which tho* it 


infuſes not Pains of the ſame nature as thoſe of 
Hercules's Shirt, will differ but little in their 


| Conſequence, if ever you ſhould diſcontinue to allow 


me the Effects of that Infinity of Mercy you ſeem 


of avouing that 1 am 


at preſent poſſeſt of, and refuſe me the Privilege 


a The Divine Ju L 1 A 1 | 
Everlaſting Slave, 
If the Sword of Octavio had emptied my Veins 


of the beſt part of their Blood, that Tide of Ex- 


taſj you have inſpired me with, would fill them up 
again, and give a nobler Life, and added Vigour, 


to bear me to your Feet with humbleſt Gratitude and 
ſublimeſt Joys. — Delay then my impatient Wiſhes | 


no lnger, this day permit me to offer up my Soul, an 
Oblation worthy of your Acceptation, no otherwiſe 
than by its Sincerity. = 
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THE Surgeon, who eaſily gueſs'd at the 
Lady's meaning who had ſent him, went away 
1 pleaſed that he ſhould be able to gire 

er an Account of Emilius's Behaviour, which 
he knew would be ſo much to her Satisfaction. 
And the Count extreamly lifted up at this un- 
expected Turn of good Fortune, forgot every 
thing in the Contemplation of the Advantages 
he ſhould enjoy in marrying a Woman of 
Donna Julia's Quality and Eſtate ; which that 
it was in his power to do, he might very well 
_ ſuppoſe, when ſhe had made him ſuch Advan- 
ces. It is not to be doubted but that he took 
all poſſible Care in the dreſſing himſelf that day, 
to ſecure the Conqueſt he had gain'd ; and having 
no Orders to make a Secret of his Viſit to her, 
he went in his Chariot attended by two running 
Footmen, and four others all in rich Liveries 
But alas ! there needed nor all this Pomp 
to engage the already enamour'd Julia: She 
had for a long time been the Slave of Love ; 
ſhe ador'd the charming Count from the firſt 
Moment ſhe beheld him, which happen'd to 
be at Church Toon after his Arrival; and after 
many fruitleſs Endeavours to become acquain- 
ted with him, and hearing of his Engage- 
ments with Emanuella, ſhe fell into a Melan- 
choly, which had like to have coſt her her 
Life Don Octavio had made his Addreſſes 
to her for many Months, and at firſt flatter d 
himſelf with hopes of Succeſs; but perceiving 
a ſudden Alteration in her Humour, imme- 
-mediately imagined. it to proceed from the 
Love of ſome other Perſon: and not able to 
diſcover any thing of the Truth, he at laſt 
found means by bribing a Prieſt (for what will 
| not 
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not Gold influence the Minds of ſome People 
to!) to get into thConfeſſionalChair at the time 
when ſhe was to come to confeſs ; and by tel- 
ling her that her Melancholy, if not cauſed by 
ſome ſpiritual Remorſe for any Faults ſhe 
might have been guilty of, was ſinful; and if ſhe 
did not disburthen hexſelf to her ghoſtly Fa- 
ther, and endeavour by Works of Penance to 
merit Abſolution, her Caſe was more deſperate 
than ſhe was aware of ; frighted her fo, being 
naturally pretty much bigotted to the Reli- 
gion ſhe had been educated in, that ſhe pre- 
ſently confeſs'd ſhe was in Love. With whom? 
(cry'd out the pretended Father) for if it be a 
Perſon worthy of you, I will undertake to 
make you happy with him. To which again 
ſhe as innocently as before anſwer'd, Emilius, a 
Roman Count lately arriv'd at Madrid She 
had ſaid more, but the Lover could no longer 
counterfeit the Prieſt ; he threw off his Diſguiſe, 
and ſhowing himſelf to be Octavio, upbraided 
her Ingratitude and Falſhood, as he term'd it, 
and vow'd Revenge on his happy Rival 
It was in vain ſhe endeayour'd to deter him, 


by threatning him with thoſe Penalties the 


Law inflicts on all who dare to prophane 20 
Sacrament of Confeſſion in the manner he ha 

done. His Rage was deaf to all Conſiderations, 
either of himſelf, or the Prieſt who had aſſiſted 
him in this Stratagem ; and he left her in the 
Church, to ruminate on what had happen'd, 
while he went and prepared a Challenge for E- 
_ milius, as has been before related--lt is not to be 
ſuppoſed. but ſhe had Spies to obſerve his Mo- 
tions; but they were either too careleſs of the 
Injunction laid on them, or too late to 5 
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him from fighting with the Count : But they 

brought her Intelligence of all chat had hap- 

pen'd; and ſince there was no Miſchief on 

either Side, ſhe was not a little contented that 
' ſhe had ſo good a Pretence to write to Emilius. 


Nor after ſhe had received his Anſwer, can 


we imagine ſhe was leſs diligent in making 


herſelf appear as amiable as poſſible, than 


he had been. Not only her own Perſon, but 
her Houſe and Servants were all ſet forth to 
the beſt Advantage, and every thing ſeem'd ſo 
rich, ſo fine, ſo neat, that by the care that was 
uſed in making it ſo, the expected Gueſt 
might eaſily perceive how welcome a one he 


was. 
the other, very much heighten'd the Graces 


of them both——Julia had a Face and Shape 


to which Nature had been fo extreamly in- 
dulgent, that ſhe ſtood bur little in need of 
any Aids from Art: but having had Recourſe 


to all that even the moſt curious had invented, 


joined to the Pleaſure which ſparkled in her 
Eyes, at ſight of an Object ſhe had ſo long 
and fo ardently languiſh'd to behold ; her 

3 appeared with ſuch an Illuſtration, as 
requir d a Heart better fortified with Conſtancy 


than was that of Emilius to withſtand its 


Charms. And tho' as handſome as ſhe was, ſhe 


was by many degrees far leſs attractive than 


the abandon'd Emanuella; yet he imagined her 
infinitely more fo——O the Enchantments of 
Novelty, the Delights there are in having ſome- 
thing to ſubdue——the pleaſing Fears 

the ſweet Hopes, the tender Anxieties ———= 
| the, thouſand nameleſs, ſoft Perplexities which 


fil 


THE mutual Deſire each had to pleaſe 
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fill the roving Soul of Man when in purſuit of a 
new Conqueſt; but after Pcfſs{ſzon are no more 
remembrec Then cold Civility ſucceeds tu- 
multuous Tranſport When preſent, forc'd Com- 
pliments ſupply the place of Ardor ; when abſent, 
curs'd Tudifference that of impatient Longings—— 
and dull inſipid Gratitude is all the yielding Fair 
can hope for, even from the beſt of Men. 
Emilius now thought he had never ſeen any 
thing ſo lovely as Julia, and immediately be- 
came poſſeſs'd with as much real Paſſion for 
her, as a Heart could be, ſo liable to Mutability 
as his was. Love and Wit inſpir'd him with 
a thouſand engaging Softneſſes, which ſhe, ea- 
ger to credit what the wiſh'd, believ'd ;. and 
ctho' ſhe had heard a vaſt deal of his Pretenſions 
to Emanuella, ſhe now imagined him ſo entirely 
her own, that it never would be in the power 
of any other Face to make the leaſt Alteration 
in his Sentiments to her diſadvantage— She 
lov'd with too fincere and paſſionate a Flame 
to be able to diſguiſe it; and what ſhe con- 
feſs d not in Words, her Eyes ſufficiently. in- 
torm'd him, and he reaped all the Satisfaction he 
could hope from this firſt Viſit He had 
her Leave to declare himſelf her Servant 
dhe promiſed to diſcharge all others that pre- 
tended to that Title——and- let him know 
enough of her Inclinations to ſooth Imagina- 
tion with a belief ſhe would in a ſhort time 
be brought to yield to all he wiſh'd Re- 
bring by his Aſſiduity to render himſelf wor- 
thy of the Favours he had receiv'd, he wait 
td on her every day, and they were ſcarce ever 
under but in thoſe Hours which Decency 
tequired. 5 | 13 3 
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T H E RE wasnothing of this Affair a.Se- 
cret; the Jealouſy of Octavio, the publick Vi- 
ſits of Emilius, and the undiſſembled Conde- 


ſcenſions of the Lady, engroſs'd the whole 


Diſcourſe of the Town. But what became of 
Emanuella when ſhe heard this News, to whom 


the ill-natur'd Berillia immediately convey'd it 


in the worſt and moſt diſtracting Deſcription 
her Malice could invent! She doubted not of 
his Coldneſs and Ingratitude before, by the im- 
plicit Faith ſhe put in that Wretch who had ſo 
cruelly betray'd her; but now to be told, to 
be aſſur d, with a Million of aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances, that he profer'd to another all 
"thoſe Soul-attrafing Proteſtations by which ſhe 


had been deceiv'd— to know another was in 


poſſeſſion of all thoſe Tenderneſſes — thoſe ſoft 
Endearments — thoſe tranſporting Fondnefles 
that once. ſhe thought were her's for ever, gave 
her Agonies too terrible to be conceiy'd but 
by thoſe who have felt the ſame : Yet, in ſpite 
of all ſhe endur'd, ſhe ſtill maintain'd her Re- 
ſolution, of never ſeeing or writing to him 
more, firm' and unſhaken ; and the' more ſhe 
heard of his Perfidiouſneſs, the more ſhe 
fhought it beneath her to take notice of ir. 

* BUT while ſhe was indulging her Deſpair 
for the many Misfortunes which had already 


befallen her, Don Jabin, and his Lady, who 


were extreamly ſincere” in their Profeſſions of 
Friendſhip to her, were labouring all they 
could for her Service. They had a very great 
"Intereſt with the Chief of the Nobility; and 
were ſo induſtrious in exerting it, that the 
Caſe of this diſtreſs*d Lady being repreſented 
Fo his Majeſty's Conſideration in terms _ 
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moſt prevailing, engag'd him to: command that 
Don Pedro, who was yet at Madrid, ſhould 
out of his own Eſtate make up ſome Part of 
the Loſſes ſhe had ſuſtained; which tho? hap- 
ning by. the uncertainty of the Sea, were 
primarily occaſioned by him, in refuſing to 
bring over her Effects in a more favourable 
Seaſon. The avariciotis old Monſter had no 
way to avoid this Decree ; and the Grief of 


being obliged ro obey it, together with the 


Stings he felt in his , Conſcience for the many 


Crimes he had been guilty of, threw him a 
| ſecond time into a. fit of raging ' Madneſs, of 


which in a few Weeks he died unpitied by the 
whole World. The Proviſion which by the 


King's Order he had made for Emanuella, 


gave her kind Relations hope, that they ſhould 
have her among them again, and they omit- 
ted no Perſuaſions that ſhe would quit that 
auſtere Life, and return to the World again; 
but ſhe had Griefs which were not in the 
Compaſs of their power to remedy, ſhe 
could not endure to think of living where 


there was the leaſt Probability of ſeeing the falſe 


Emilius; and all that was ſaid to move her to 
the contrary, was no more than throwing 
Water againſt the Wind. Don Jabin and his 


Wife were both of them extreamly troubled, 


that all they had done for her was ineffectual 


to reſtore her to her former Chearfulneſs ; bur 
perceiving that their Endeavours to difluade 


her from a monaſtick Life, ſerv'd only to in- 


. creaſe her Obſtinacy of perſiſting in it; they at 
length gave her over, not without a Belief that 


the Severities of that Order ſhe had an Inteaticn 


to embrace, would oblige her to change her 
: Mz: Mind 
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Mind long before her Year of Probation was 
expired; and that ſhe would in a little time be 
as impatient to quit the Convent, as now ſhe 
- appeared at being perſuaded to it. 
THESE good People were not deceived in 
their Conjectures ; they ſoon ſaw the Effect 
they gueſſed, though longer ignorant of the 
;Cauſe.—In a much Teſs ſpace of time than they 
imagined, Emanuella indeed wiſh'd herſelt 
in any Place, rather than that in which ſhe 
: was ; but the Motive which induc'd her to 
that Deſire, nay, inforc'd her to a Neceſſity 
of it, was of a nature ſo ſhocking, ſo terrible 
to be born, that it requires a Pen infinitely 
more $kill'd in Deſcription than mine, to repre- 
ſent a Condition of ſo conſummate a Ni- 
—_ <7 
II vas not many Weeks ſince ſhe had been 
among the Pourclairs, and in that time had not 
ſo much as once thought of the Conſequence, 
which in all probability might attend the guilty 
Condeſcenſions her Exceſs of Paſſion had 
yielded ro Emilius: But now the Hour was 
come which was to make her know, that all 
ſhe. had endur'd from the Cruelty of Don 
Pedro from the Loſs of her Fortune from 
the Ingratitude and Falſhood of the Man ſhe 
loy'd, were trifling Woes in competition with 
thoſe in ſtore for her — She found the was 
5 now deſtined to go through all that can be 
| . conceived of Shame—of Miſery—of Horror 
in fine, ſhe found herſelf with Child! —with 
Child without a Husband ! - with Child by a 
Men who ſhe had heard from all hands was 
going to be married to another! and what 


Was yet worſe, by a Man whom ſhe accounted 
| | the 
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the vileſt, and moſt perfidious of his Sex! — 
What Words nay, what Imagination can paint 
out her Diſtreſs as it deſerres!— She was 


infinitely more wretched than any other Wo- 


man would have been in the like Circumſtances, 
by the Addition of a ſuperior Underſtanding— 
and the Greatneſs of her Spirit, and that Forti- 
tude which had ſo well enabled her to bear all 
other Misfortunes, ſerv'd here but to increaſe 
the Miſery of her Condition, and prevent her 
from ſtooping to thoſe Meaſures by which ſhe 
alone could hope to ſecure her Reputation, and 
ſcreen what had happen d from the Knowledge 
of a cenſorious and unpitying World. Had 
ſhe now written to the Coum, there was a Poſſi- 
bility, that in ſpite of his new Paſſion for 
Donna Julia, all might have been well; his 
former 'Tenderneſs on the Eclarciſſment of her 


Innocence, and the Treachery of Berillia, 


might, perhaps, have return'd: Or if not fo, 
which indeed after Enjoyment could not be 


much expected; yet Honour and Gratitude 


would at leaſt have obliged him to protect and 
ſupport her in thoſe Miſeries, to which her Love 


for him had reduc'd her: But this was an 


Expedient ſhe could not bear even to think on; 
and as often as it came into her mind, ſhe 


would reject it with all the Contempt imagina- 


ble What (ſaid ſhe) ſhall I deſcend to ask a 
Favour from the Man to whom I owe my 
Ruin? ——Shall I, forgetful of my Wrongs, 
ſubmit to be obliged to that curſed Villain? — 
that inſolent Diſdainer of my Truth and Ten- 
derneſs ? No, rather let me ſuffer all the 
Plagues that Heaven can inflict, or Fleſh en- 
 dure——Let me be driven to Want, to Beg- 
gary 
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gary — expoſed to publick Infamy, the Spor „ 
of every Slave —or tarrying here, be burie 
quick —it will be a leſs Shock —leſs Horror 
than an Obligation to that intolerable Fiend ! — 
the hated, _ loath'd Emilins! Thus did the 
| Haughtineſs of her Soul, and fatal Conſcioufneſs, 
how little ſhe had deſerved the Treatment ſhe 
had found, ſuggeſt. Nor was her Reſentment 
leſs pernicious to her than her Modeſty ; for as 
the one prevented her from making any Diſco- 
very to the Count, ſo did the other alſo deprive 
her of the Power of uttering the leaſt Hint of 
this Affair to Don Jabin or his Lady. Berillia 
was the only Perſon to whom ſhe could per- 
ſuade her ſelf to reveal it: but Heaven had 
by this time began to inflict on that falſe Crea- 
ture ſome part of the Puniſhments her baſe 
Actions merited; her criminal Amour had by 
ſome means come to her Father's knowledge, 
and he had ſent her under the care of an old 
Servant into the Country, far from Madrid, and 
the Converſation of her Lover; tho? bad ſhe 
een in the way of being intruſted, tis little 
probable ſhe would have been of any ſer- 
vice: But Emanuella, who ſuſpected not her 
Perfidy, received a conſiderable Addition to 
her Sorrows, by being told ſhe was gone. Pity 
is a prodigious Alleviater of Affliction, the moſt 
violent Griet finds ſome Eaſe in complaining ; ; 
but when our 'Woes are of a nature, as will 
not admit revealing, they prey on our very 
Vitals, and waſte the Spirits with unintermit- 
ting Aveuiſh, and ſeldom fail of bringing on 
Death or Diſtraction. Nothing was ever more 
deſerving wonder, than that his wretched Lady 


did nor lay violent hands on her own Life: but 
| tho? 
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tho* the wiſh'd to die, ſhe forbore being guilty 
of that Act of Horror: Whenever the Confuſion 
of her Thoughts permitted her the power 
of Conſideration, ſhe would begin to caſt 
about what Courſe to take; but then the Im- 
poſſibility there ſeem'd of her being able to find 
any, whereby ſhe might conceal her Shame, 
plunged her afreſh into Diſorders, which at 
ſome times were very little different from Mad- 
neſs. The Cruelties ſhe inflicted on herſelf in 
private, ſuch as tearing her Hair, and Fleſh, 
faſting, paſſing whole Nights together on the 
Floor; and inſtead of Reſt, giving her ſelf 
wholly up to the bitter Anguiſh, would be too 
tedious, and too melancholy an Account: how 
terribly ſhe was abandon'd to Deſpair ; and 
how little ſhe regarded what might befall her, 
is evident, when the Effects of her now dearly 
repented Paſſion, began to grow too great for 
Concealment. Taking the Opportunity of the 
Nunnery being on ſome Occaſion open, ſhe 
went out in the Habit ſhe was in, without 
having taken any thought where to go, or 
to whom ſhe ſhould apply; it was pretty late 
in the Evening, and the dusk favour'd her from 
being taken any notice of; till coming into a 
great Street where were many Paſlengers, the 
ſight of them at a diſtance gave her ſo much of 
Thought, as to be apprehenſive of being ſeen,and 
known ; the Cathedral Church therefore of our 
Lady bejng near, ſhe ſtepped into the Porch, and 
ſitting down in a corner of it, by that means 
conceal'd herſelf from the Obſervation of any 
body : But what avail'd it, that when the 
Darkneſs coming on, the Streets were 
intirely free ; ſhe could dire& her Steps 75 no 
e ! ace 
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Place, but where either Shame, or the height 
of her Spirit would not ſuffer her to go: yet ſtill 
keeping up her Reſolution, that whatever be- 
came of her, and whatever ſhould be the Con- 
ſequence of her wandering, ſhe never would 
conſent to receive the ſmalleſt Shelter or Pro- 
tection from the ungrateful Emilius ; ſheleft her 
Corert, and began her Journey, tho? ſhe was 
inſenſible, and wholly incapable of deſigning 
any thing: Chance therefore it was which 
guided her to that part of the Town which led 
into the great Road to a Village called Aine: 
The Knowledge where ſhe now was, for 
being unaccuſtomed to walk, made her but 
little aequainted with the Streets, gave her a 
kind of a ſullen Satisfaction; ſhe car'd not 
whither ſhe went, fo ſhe was out of Madrid, 
and the force of that Deſire, ſtrengthen'd her 
to get a good way from it, before ſhe found 
herſelf incapable of going farther ; But at laſt, 
Wearineſs and Faintneſs gor the better of In- 
clination 3 ſhe could no longer purſue her 
Pilgrimage, and was conſtrained to lie down 
to take ſuch Reſt as ſhe could in the High- 
way To add to her preſent Hardſhip, which 
conſidering the Condition ſhe was in, was ſuch 
as no Woman, but herſelf, perhaps, ever 
ſuſtained with Life; it began to rain ſo exceſ- 
ſively, that in a very few Minutes ſhe was wet 
to the Skin ; the Shower was ſucceeded by a 
Storm of Wind, and ſuch dreadful Claps of 
Thunder, as might have ſtruck the moſt cou- 
rageous Heart with Dread But not all 
the Horrors of this Hurricane, made more 
terrible by the darkneſs of the Night, and the 
forlorn Silence of the Place——Nort all ſhe en- 
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dur'd from its Fury, had the power to make 
her recede from that Reſolution ſhe had form'd, 
or wiſh for Shelter from Emilius. But in the 
midſt of this diſmal Scene, Fortune ſeem'd to 

offer her a Gleam of Comfort, as ſhe was lying, 
her tender Limbs expoſed to all the Rage of 
the unpitying Elements, and pouring forth 
Tears almoſt as faſt as the Sky did Rain; ſhe 

perceiv'd, When the e e. it, a Light 
| Which ſeem'd to be in a Houſe not far off. She 
had ſo much of Self-Preſeryation left, as to en- 
deavour to make up to it, which with much 


ado, numb*d and faint as ſhe was, ſhe did at 


laſt; ſhe found it as ſhe wiſhi'd, a little Cottage, 
for had it been any other, ſhe would rather 
have continued as ſhe was, than gone to ask 
Relief where there was a Probability of being 
known. The poor good Woman of it, who 
was fitting up tending a fick Child, receiv'd 
her with as much Hoſpitality as the Place and 
her Circumſtances would afford: She pluck d 
off her wet Clothes, and gave her a Gown 


of her on to put on, made a Fire and brought 


her the beſt Refreſhments ſhe had. — But alas 
the diſcontented Emanuella was little capable of 
taſting any; which her kind Hoſteſs perceiving, 
and gueſſing by her Garb and Mein that ſhe was 
a Perſon little accuſtomed to ſueh Hardſhips, 
intreated to know what had occaſſoned 
her travelling alone on foot, and at fuch a 
dreadful Hour and Seaſon.” This Enquiry 
threw her unhappy Gueſt into ſuch Returns 
of over-prefling Grief, that it was a long' time 
before ſhe could make any Anſwer; bur when 
ſhe had enough recovered herſelf to do it, 
ſhe told her the truth of: her having made her 
95 . Eſcape 
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Eſcape Fon: the Monaſtery, only concealing the 
Reaſons why ſhe did ſo, and her Name: But 
the Woman having had many Children herſelf, 
ſuſpected the former, and pitied her extreamly ; 
ſhe would fain have perſuaded her to go to 
Bed, but the other would not , conſent ; and 
only throwing herſelf. croſs it, ſhe paſs'd the 
remainder of the Night in moſt bitter Lamen- 
tations. When Morning came, ſhe. begg'd that 
ſhe might have thoſe Clothes which had been 
lent her, believing it might ſerve as a ſufficient 
Diſguiſe, if, by any Accident ſhe, ſhould. be 
ſeen by any that, knew her; and told the Wo- 
man, ſhe. ſhould; not only have hers in Ex- 
change,, but ſome Money to boot. To 
which the other willingly conſented, not only 
becauſe of her own Profit, but alſo that be- 
lieving ſhe was about to proſecute a Journey 

in which ſhe might be purſued, they might be 
of ſervice to her. Our unfortunate. Traveller 
felt as much Pleaſure at this Opportunity of 
tranſmography ing herſelf, as was conſiſtent with 
her Condition; and deſi igning to, go yet far- 
ther from Madrid, took her Leave. The ex- 
tream Dirt of the Road made it impoſſible for 
her Feet, unuſed to tread ſuch Ground, to 
bear her as faſt as her Deſires would. have car- 
ried her; but in ſpite of all ſhe {till went on, 
and without making any ſtop either to eat or 
drink, till that Day was almoſt ſpent. Evening 
coming on, ſhe went into an Inn, believing 
now ſhe was far enough from Diſcovery —— 
Nature beginning to accuſe her that ſhe had 

acted an inhuman "Part to the unborn Innocent 
within her, who bore its ſhare in all the Hard- 


Mhips ihe endured ;:; ſhe order d ſomething 10 
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be got ready for her to eat, of which having 
taken as much as her diſtracted Thoughts would 
give her leave to do, ſhe went to Bed, and 
endeavour'd to compoſe herſelf. The ex- 
tream Weakneſs ſhe was in, overcoming all 
thoſe Perturbations which had ſo long — 
her waking, ſhe fell into a ſound Sleep, and 
in the Morning found her Mind as well as Body 
had been very much refreſh'd by it. She began 
to conſider ſeriouſly what it was beſt for her to 
do; and that natural Vivacity and Spirit, which 
had already carried her through ſo many Diffi- 
culties, now by degrees returning, gave her 

hopes ſhe ſhould alſo get through this, with leſs 
Trouble than her Deſpair had at firſt ſug- 
geſted and reſolving to run no farther into 
Inconveniencies, ſuch as ſhe had paſs d in that 
little Time ſince ſhe had left the Monaſtery ; 
ſhe hir'd a couple of Mules and a Guide to 
conduct her to the next Town, which ſhe was 
inform'd was Alcala: From that ſhe deſign'd 
for Guadalaxara, becauſe ſhe thought the o- 
ther not ſo far diſtant from Madrid, but that 
Don Jabin, to whom there was a Neceſſity 
ſhe muſt ſend for Money, might ſend ſome 
Perſon to know the Reaſons of her coming 
away in fo ſtrange a manner.—Reaſon having 
now. regain'd its force, ſhe no ſooner had form- 
ed this Defign, than ſhe began to put it in 
execution ; and the People of the Houſe fur- 
niſhing her with Mules and a Guide, ſhe got 
ſafely to Alcala, and from thence to Guada- 
laxara, without any thing happening in her 
Journey worthy. of Remark ; unleſs it were 
that "ſhe, who but a day or two before had 
_ fo wholly given herſelf up to Deſpair, that ſhe 
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ſeem'd to dare all kind of Miſeries, now ap- 
. as careful of her Life, as before ſhe had 
een the contrary: But this will not be thought 
ſtrange by any one, who conſiders how impoſ- 
ſible it is for the Exceſs of any Paſſion. to con- 
tinue; a weak Conſtitution, accompanied by a 
mean Judgment, it immediately deſtroys, and 
Death or Madneſs is the Conſequence, as it 
happened in the Caſe of Don Pedro. But 
Emanuella had a more than ordinary Strength 
as well of Nature, as of Reaſon, to ſtruggle 
with the Torrent of her, for a time, impetuous 
Grief; which at laſt enabled her to overcome 
it, at leaſt {6 far as twas requiſite for Self- 
Preſervation, of which for a time ſhe had 
ſeem'd wholly regardleſe. 
WH E N ſhe was arrived at Gaadalaxara, 
ſhe took Lodgings in a private Houſe; pre- 
tending that ſhe had a Husband whom ſhe 
expected to follow her in a little time: and to 
prevent all poſſibility of a Diſcovery, told the 
People her Name was Mercina. She took the 
ſame prudent Care alſo in the Directions ſhe 


ſent to Don Jabin, writing to him in this 
manner: N38 ok od 8 


Io Don FABIN. 
FI! HE many Proofs I have received of your 
1 Friendſhip, would oblige me to conceal nothing 
from you, were there no other Perſon but my ſelf 
concerued————] entreat, therefore, that you will 
believe I made a Secret of leaving the Pourclairs 
not out of Choice, but Neceſſity 3 and as ſuch, 
wouchſafe to pardon it. My Afairs, requiring an 
immediate Supply of Money, I beg jou will remit . 
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Bills to the value of about two Hundred Crowas, 
and direct them to be receiv d by Donna Mercina, 
at. Guad alaxara, near which: place TI am; that 


Lady is my particular Friend, aud will not fail " 


do me Juſtice in the Truſt 1 "repoſe in he. I de- 
fire alſo that you; will write under a Cover to her, 
2 Account o SO and your good Family's Welfare, 
for which 1ſhall ever moſt ardently petition Heaven ; 
being (however my preſent Circumſtauces may oblige 
me to appear the Kn in the Jer man- 
bed. 3; Din Iabin s 5 
01120, Moſt affectionate Kinſwoman 
1 and devoted Servant 


EMANUELLA 


ED 8. 1 doubt not but your accuſtomed Gooduefs | 


"ill ſtill extend it ſelf ſo far in my favour, as to 
filence whatever Aſperfions may happen to be: 85 
en my leaving the Monaſtery 15 Juddenly, b 
eming to have been privy to it, and that it = 
for wo other Reaſon than the too ho Severities 
Practiſed by that Order. | 


SH E might have —_ this laſt Requeſt : 
Shs was no ſooner miſs'd, than the trueReaſon 
of her Departure was blazed abroad. One 
of the Nuns, being more quick-fighted than 
the reſt, had diſcovered her Condition; and 


after ſhe was gone, related it to the whole Con- 


vent. What is in the mouths of ſuch a Num- 


ber, eſpecially of that Sex which is ſeldom 


bleſs'd with pf ay and of that Sort too 
who have little elſe to o employ their time with, 
| cannor 
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cannot be expected to be 'with-held from the 
knowledge of all who have any Converſation 
with them. Emilius among the reſt was in- 
form'd of it, which very much help'd to 
confirm him in the Opinion that all Berillia 
had faid concerning her Conduct was true: 
Judging of her Actions by that of the gene- 
rality of Women, few of whom would have 
known themſelves to be in the Circumſtance 
ſhe was, without acquainting the Perſon chiet- 
ly obliged to pity, with the Misfortune———— 
He doubted not therefore but that it had 
happened by him, whom that Monſter of 
Treachery had told him had ſupplanted him in 
her Affections, and that that was the Reaſon 
ſhe had never written to upbraid the Change 
of his Humour in his Addreſſes to Julia, as 
he imagined ſhe would have done, if ſhe had 
been innocent herſelf.— And theſe Conjectures, 
which tho' in reality the moſt injurious that 
could be, appeared ſo reaſonable, that they 
entirely deſtroy'd all thoſe ſmall Remains of 
Tenderneſs, his new Deſire for an Object 
yet unenjoy'd, had left him: And now entirely 
devoted to Julia, and to the Advantages he 
propoſed by marrying her, left nothing undone 
which might engage her to confent.—She who 
was half won before-hand, and had only made 
ſome taint'Denials for Form's ſake, eaſily ſuf- 
fered herſelf to ſeem over-perfaaded- to follow 
her Inclinations ; and they were married in 
great Solemnity, in a very little time after E- 
manuella had depatred from Madrid. 
BUT Don Jabin, who had but too true a 
'guets at the State of her Affairs, and made no 
doubt but that Emilius was the Man to _ 
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ſhe ow'd her Undoing, forbore -to aggravate 
her Afflictions by ſending her any Intelligence 
either of what was talk'd of concerning her' 
ſelf, or of the Marriage of her Lover: But 
ſending ber the Money which ſhe deſir'd, and 
which he eaſily believ'd ſhe wanted, writ no 
more to her, than to entreat ſhe would con- 
tinue to let him hear from her; and that as 
ſoon as her Affairs would permit, ſhe would 
return to Madrid. 

THIS Supply, and the Belief that every 
body ſhe had left behind her, were as entirely 
ignorant of her Circumſtances as ſhe could 
wiſh, made her as ealy 1 in them, as could poſ- 
 fibly be expected. Her Courage and uſual 
Fortitude now, with ſuch Succeſs, exerted 
themſelves; that ſhe waited the dreadful 
Hour, which ſhe Knew was ſhortly to arrive, 
with all the Reſignation and Patience imagi- 
nable : and at the appointed. time brought a 
Son into the World, who, from the moment of 
his Birth, ſeem'd to promiſe he would be an 
Ornament i. 

J am of opinion, that the greateſt part a 
my Female Perufers, will imagine this un- 
fortunate-Lady « could regard a Child whoſe be- 

etting had coſt her ſo many Tears but with 
fear ener and that ſhe muſt have look d on 
him with more Remorſe than Tenderneſs; but 
Emanuella, as moſt of her Notions were vaſtly 
different from thoſe of the generality of her Sex, 
ſo were they alſo in this. Had the Ceremony 
of the Church made Emilinus as much her Huſ- 
band, as by hisVows he ought to have acknow- 
ledg d himſelf; and had he never ſwerv'd in 


the leaſt tittle from that Conſtancy he had 
{worn 


96 The Raſh Reſolve: or, 
- ſworn to maintain inviolable, or that Ardency 
of Paſſion which he once profeſs d; ſhe could 
not have loved his Son with greater Fondneſs— 
Never did maternal Tenderneſs reach to a. 
beight more elevated than her's — A thou- 
ſand Lives ſhe would have thought well given 
to have preſerv'd this darling of her Soul 
All the Ignominy which this Adventure, if di- 
vulg'd, would bring upon her, was now no 
longer a Concern: to her——Eyen Virtue. was 
become leſs dear; and ſhe could ſcarce repent, 
ſhe had been guilty of a Breach, of it, fo 


+ Af 


J much ſhe priz d the Eſfeg and it would 


only have been with Tranſports of uncon- 

ceivable Affection ſhe had beheld the lovely 

| Babe, if the Reflection how little it was in her 
| | power. to do for him, had not ſometimes given 
© | a check to the Pleaſure, ſhe took in calling him 
| her own. She felt, indeed, all the Mother's 
| Joy, but with it infinitely more Care than or- 
dinarily attends that Title, and was, as it were, 
divided in her Thoughts between exceſs of 
Rapture, and exceſs of Pain. But however 
ſevere the intervals of the latter might be, ſhe 
was ſufficiently invigorated by the former, to 
be able to ſuſtain them; and while ſhe - had 

her dear-lov'd Infant in her Arms, and unin- 
terrupted, gaz d upon his growing Beauties; 
nor ſelt immediate want of any Neceſſary 
either for him or herſelf : ſhe had not the 
power te think too deeply of what future 
Miſeries might befall her; but her ever-vary- 
ing Fortune, which would not ſuffer her to 
continue long in any ſettled State of Life, 
made a ſudden Change in her Affairs which 
e obliged 
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obliged her to other Conſiderations than thoſe 
which at prefent took up her Min. 
IHE ungrateful Berillia, who, as I have be- 
fore taken notice, had been ſent from Madrid 
under the Government of a Duenna, ſome little 
time before Emanuella left the Pourclairs : where 
ſhe was carried, was kept a Secret to every 
body; for the Cauſe of her being baniſhed 
her Father's Houſe, being her Intrigue with a 
Perſon he could not approve, he reſolv'd to 
take the moſt prudent Meaſures that he could, 
to prevent the place of her Retirement being 
| diſcover'd. The Perſon in whoſe Charge ſhe 
was intruſted, had a Siſter who liv'd at a ſmall 
Village call'd Tortol, within a ſhort Mile of 
Guadalaxara, and there ſhe was to be conceal'd 
for ſome time. He had as good as made an 
Agreement for her going into the Convent of 
 Franciſcans ; but as he could not be certain, 
but that ſhe might be in the ſame Ciecumſtance 
with her unfortunate Couſin, he was willing 
to be convinced to the contrary, before her 
Entrance; and for that purpoſe plac'd her at this 
Diſtance from Madrid, where whatever hap- 
pen'd' might be conceal'd. The Place where 
ſhe was kept being ſo near Guadalaxara, he 
writ to Morena, for that was the Name of her 
who was appointed Guardian over his Daugh- 
ter, to make a little Journey thither. He or- 


der'd her to enquire for a Woman call'd Mer- 


cina, and endeavour by her means, if poſſible, 
to come to the Speech of Emannella ; but if 
that could not be accompliſh'd, to inform her- 
ſelf of the Truth of her Affairs, and give him 
an account. This Letter happening to be 
brought when Morena was out of the way on 
| | + ſome 
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ſome Buſinels, Berillia took it in; and know- 
ing it to be her Father's Hand, broke it 
open. She had, ever ſince ſhe had been 
there, thought of nothing, but how ſhe ſhould 
get away: and was,, oyer-joy'd to find Ema- 
nuella was ſo near, reſolving to take this Op- 
portunity of making her Eſcape to her, not 
doubting but the Power the other's miſtaken 
Friendſhip had given her over her, would 
furniſh her with Arguments to prevail on her 
to act according to her Deſires. She was kept 
entirely without Money; and the Belief 55 
ſhe was far from any body who either could or 
would furniſh her with means of making an 
Eſcape, in caſe ſhe ſhould deſire it, made her 
be watched with much leſs Circumſpection 
than otherwiſe ſhe would have been; and ſhe 
had an Opportunity to go out of the Houſe 
the very day ſhe had intercepted the Letter. 
The Weather favour'd her Deſign, and it being 
but a, ſmall Walk to Gundalaxary ſhe eafily 
reach di it before Sun- ſet. 
EMANUELLA. had not yet reco- 
rer d. Strength enough to riſe, and was pro- 
Laien ſurpriz d when ſhe was told a Lady 
a good Appearance enquir'd for Donna 
e and would not be deny the privi- 
lege of ſpeaking with her. She had con- 
traced no  Acquaintance in that Place, and 
could not imagine on what account à Stran- 
ger ſhould ſeem ſo preſſing to ſee Daſs 
But the People of the Houſe acquainting her 
that they had already made all the Excuſes 
they could for the Condition ſhe was in, and 
that every thing was ineffectual to get rid of 
Een the was at laſt obbg' d to give a her 
mit- 
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Admittatice., The Room was made pretty. 
dark, and the Bed · Curtains clos'd, as is uſual 

in ſuch Caſes: So that Berillia could not dif- 
cern who it was ſhe was about to ſpeak to; 
but deſiring that all who were in the Room 
might leaye it, ſhe addreſs'd her in this man- 
ner: Donna Mercina, ſaid ſhe, there is but 
one Excuſe I can alledge for this Intruſion, x 
but that I hope will be a ſufficient one: I 
doubt not but you are acquainted with the 
Force of Friendſhip, and will not think it 
ſtrange that to prove its Sincerity will carry 
one to greater lengths than this I am 
inform'd it is in your power to let me know 
where I may find Donna Emanuella, a Daugh- 
ter of the late Governor,of Porto-Rico. Ne- 
ver was there a more tender Regard between 
_ Perſons of the ſame Sex, than that which my 
Soul paid to this Lady, and which I flatter my 
ſelf I was fayour'd with from her; but ſome 
Accidents; have for a long time depriv'd, me 
of the Bleſſing of her Converſation ; nor *cill 
this Day, could - I for many Months ger 
the leaſt Intelligence in what Part of the 
World it was I might hope to find her 
I intreat you therefore to direct my Search — 
I am fatisfied ſhe will not take it ill when you 
ſhall tell her it is to Berillia, her Couſin, her 
Friend, that you have made this Condeſcen- 
ſion. The Aſtoniſhment that Emanuella was 
in, to find it was ſhe (tor ſhe immediately knew 
her Voice) kept her from interrupting her dil 
ſhe came to theſe Words; but then the Joy ſhe 
felt at this Recovery of a Friend ſo long loſt, and 
whom ſhe thought ſo perfectly in her Intereſt, 
broke out in theſe Expreſſions Can it be 
. poſſible : 
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poſlible ! cry'd ſhe, throwing open the Curtains, has 
Heaven in compaſſion of my Sufferings ſent 
my dearBeril/ia to me? Come to my Arms, 
my beſt, my only Friend! Emanuella will ever 
bleſs the Day which brought thee here 
Tis on thy faithful Breaſt I may pour out the 
ſecrer Anguiſh of my Soul——*Tis from thee I 
may aſſure my ſelf of both Advice and Con- 
ſolation——Thou who Loveſt will Pity me.— 
A thouſand ſuch like Demonſtrations of the 
ſincereſt Welcome did ſhe give her, which the 
other return'd (as ſoon as the Conſternation, at 
finding her ſo much ſooner than ſhe expected, 
was a little over) with all the ſeeming 'Fruth, 
and tendereſt Love imaginable: And what 
was yet more obliging to her than any thing 
ſhe could ſay to herfelf, ſhe kiſs'd and em- 
brac'd the Child with an Ardour fo like Sin- 
cerity, that one who had leſs Confidence in her 
might eaſily have miſtook for it. When the firſt 
Raptures of this meeting would permit them 
to talk of Buſineſs, they began to relate to 
each other all the Particulars of their Adven- 
tures fince laſt they parted : But when Ema- 
nuella heard by what means Berillia had been 
directed to enquire for her, and had read 
the Letter Don Jabin had ſent to Morena; ſhe 
found ſhe had but flatter'd herſelf with an 
Opinion that the Cauſe of her removal from 
Madrid had been a Secret, and could not for- 
bear expreſſing how nearly ſhe was touch'd at 
the loſs of that Reputation ſhe had taken ſo 
much pains to preſerve. And this Regret 
was of excellent ſervice to further a Contri- 
vance which the wicked Berillia had form'd. 


She preſently began to diſſuade her from all 
| thoughts 
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thoughts of ever returning to Madrid: Nor, 
Jaid ſhe, ſince Don Jabin is ſo diligent in his 
Inquiries, can you be any longer in private 
here, tho I have been ſo fortunate in inter- 
cepting one Lerter, he will undoubtedly 
write again Morena knows you, and in 
the Perſon of Mercina will Emanuella be diſ- 
cover'd, and every Circumſtance of this Affair 
related. I would adviſe you, ſince, when one 
is determined to be conceal'd, . all Places are 
alike, to call in what Money you have in my 
Father's hands, and quitting Guadalaxara with 
all. poſſible . expedition, ſettle in ſome other 
 Town,——For my part, if I had leſs rea- 

ſon to fly from a Father from whom I now no 
more can hope for Favour, my love for you 

would oblige me to baniſh all other Conſide- 
rations, and continue with you till Death en- 
forces a Separation. The again deceiv d 
Emanuella highly approv 'd of this Advice, and 

thank'd her for it, and for the Offer ſhe made 
of living with her, in Terms which the Inten- 
tions of the other were far from meriting. 
Since ſhe had reſoly'd to proceed in this man- 
ner, the other reminded her, that ſhe mult 
not delay it; becauſe if they tarried till the 
Account of her making her Eſcape from ſorena 
were ſent to her Father, it might poſſibly 
make him ſuſpect his Letter had fallen into 
her hands, and that they were together. 
Nothing could be more natural than this Sup- 
poſition; and for that reaſon Emanuella diſ- 
patch'd a Letter to him immediately with a 
demand of a thouſand Crowns, that being the 
beſt part of what was her Due ; not doubting 
but by the time it would come to her hands, 


the 
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ſhe ſhould be able to take 4 Journey. 3 
alſo writ a Letter at the ſame time to her Lo- 
ver, but the Contents of it ſhe took care to 
conceal from her Coulin, only telling her it 
was to upbraid him for the many Misforrunes 
her Paſſion for him had occaſioned her. After 
the Letters were gone, and they had conclu- 
ded on every thing proper for their Expedition, 
they began to make what Preparations they 
could for it, chat when the Anſwers ſhould 
come, they might have nothing to do, but to 
depart. -Emanuella had her young Son bap- 
tized by the Name of Vifforinns: A Nurſe 
was provided for him, whoſe Circumſtances 
_ would permit her to go” with them to any 
Place they ſhould make choice of; Mules and a 
Man-Servant to attend them were hired, and 
every thing contriv'd, ſo as to be ready: at a 
| moment s Warning. | 
HOW unkindly beter Don Jalin might 
take it, that Emanuella, who ow d the being 
Miſtreſs of fo much Money wholly to his In- 
terceſſion, 'ſeem'd to think him unworthy of 
her Confidence, which way ſhe deſign'd to 
diſpoſe either of that or herſelf; he did not fail 
to ſend it: and tho? her good Senſe and the 
Gratitude of her Nature, gave her ſome Shocks 
at treating him in this manner; yet the Arti- 
fice of the Treacherous Berillia, join'd to the 
1nnumerable Perplexities of her Mind, preven- 
ted them from taking ſo great Root in her 
Refle&ions, as otherwiſe they would have 
done. 

ALCA I A was the Place they had agreed 
| to go to, not only becauſe they were both 
of them entirely unknown to any body there, 
but 


The Untimely Diſcovery. 103 
but alſo, that it being famous for Learning, 
Emanuella thought the young Victorinus, when 
he grew up fit to receive it, might have all 
the Advantages of it, without her being 
oblig' d to ſend him from her ſight ; a Misfor- 
tune, which her Fenderneſs for him made ap- 
pear to be the moſt dreadful that cou'd poſſibly 
befall her: And tho' it being much nearer 
to Madrid than the Place they were in, yet 
both of. them reſolving to take up other 
Names, they might live there with as little 
danger of Diſcovery as in any other City. 

FF beingEvening when they ſet out, they lay 
that Night at an Inn about the mid-way : Ema= 
nuella, who was too fond of her little Viclorinus 
to ſuffer him to be one moment ſrom her ſight, 
wou'd needs have his Nurſe the Partner of her 
Bed, and Berillia had one to herſelf in another 
Chamber. Tho”. on vaſtly different Subjects, 


both theſe Ladies had ſufficient to employ their 


Minds. — One paſs d away the reſtleſs Hours 
in Contemplation on the many turns of For- 
tune ſhe had known, and in imploring Heaven, 
that where ſhe now was going ſhe might find 
a Settlement for Lite—The other was applaud- 
ing her good Genius, for furniſhing her with 
Artifice to bring about almoſt whatever ſhe 
undertook-; and flattering herſelf with a thou- 
ſand Joys in ſtore, all owing to her own Wit, 
her own Fertility of Invention, and Perfection 
in the Art of Diſſimulation. | 

IT was very early in the Morning when 
Emanuella roſe, and having order'd the Mules 
to be got ready, went herſelf to awake her 
Couſin ; but was not a little ſurpriz d, when 
goming into her Chamber, ſhe was already up, 
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and gone out : however, imagining no more 
than that, not able to ſleep, ſhe had roſe, and 
was gone to take a walk either in the Fields or 
Garden, bade one of the Servants of the 
Houſe to call her—O Heaven! ſaid the Fellvw 
#0 whom ſhe gave this Command, do you not 
know, that the Lady who laſt Night came 
with you is gone? —— Gone! cryd fhe, what 
mean you ? ſhe can be gone no farther than to 
take a little Morning Air, therefore prithee 
make haſte to find her, and let her know we 
are ready to proſecute our Journey. Alas! re- 

ſum d he, I fear ſhe has deceiv'd you — I give 
you my Word, that if ſhe continu'd to ride, 
as ſhe ſer out, ſhe is, by this time, ſome Leagues 
off. Emnnuella cou'd by theſe Words think no 
other than that he who ſpoke them was miſ- 
taken in'the Perſon ſhe enquir'd for, and there- 
fore took the pains to deſcribe her to him : but 
x he preſently told her, that he very well knew 
who it was ſhe meant; that they had no other 
Gueſts in the Houſe but thoſe that came with 
her, and that a young Chevalier well- mounted 
had come by Day-break, and took her away 
with him. I leave the Reader to judge what 
an Aſtoniſhment this Intelligence muſt create 
in the Mind of her who heard it : She was for 
ſome time unable to give any Credit to an In- 
formation ſo highly improbable to be true; but 
when ſhe return'd to her Chamber, and found 
that not only every thing that belong'd to her 
was. miſſing, but alſo a little Cabinet, which 
ſhe had encruſted to her Charge, in which was 
contain*d' moſt of the Money ſhe had receiv'd 
from Don Jabin; tis hard to ſay, whether 


Grief 


Amazement for ſo baſe and cruel an Action, or 


5 
* 
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Grief for the Misfortunes it muſt of neceſſity 
ſubject her to, Was moſt predominant in her 
Soul to be betray d, robb'd, and forſaken 
in ſo barbarous a manner, by the Perſon whom 
of all the World ſhe had placed the greateſt 
Confidence in to be expoſed with her dear 
Infant, to all the Miſeries which attend Po- 
 verty———to loſe at one Stroke all that ſhe 

had in the World No means left her to 
make the leaſt Proviſion againſt Want and 
Beggary, was ſomething ſo ſhocking, ſo dread- 
ful, as rendred all her Courage uſeleſs —— 
She went into the Room where Nurſe was 
dreſſing her young Maſter for his Journey, and 
the Sight of him made the Reflection of the 
Loſs he had ſuſtain'd: more terrible to be born: 
She had not Words preſently to relate what 
had befallen her: and when the good Woman, 
eaſily perceiving by her Countenance that 
ſomething of ill had happen'd, entreated to 
know the matter; ſne could get no more from 
her, for a good while than, O Nurſe I am 
undone! —— But that, cry'd ſþe, is a trivial 
Woe, that lovely Babe, that - Charmer at your 
Breaſt, is ruin'd——we muſt ſtarve, Nurſe ! 
periſh for want of Bread the little All we 
had, is loſt——no means is left us for Sup- 
port no Hope but in the Grave. 
With theſe and the like Exclamations did ſhe 
make the other ſenſible, ſomething very 
unfortunate had happen d; but what it was, 
ſhe was far from being able to gueſs; till her 
Miſtreſs having a little more recollected her- 
ſelf, at laſt acquainted her with the whole 
Story. Never did any one bear a greater 
„ part in the Sufferings another, than did 


this 


*. 
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this faithful Creature in thoſe of Emanuella; 
the Affability and Kindneſs with which ſhe 
had been treated by her, had gain'd as great 
an Intereſt in her Affections in the ſhort time 
ſhe had been with her, as tho' ſhe had been 
bred up with her; and then her Tenderneſs 
for the young Victorinus, was more than equal 
to that which Mothers ordinarily feel for their 
own Children. She join'd in all her La- 
mentations, and vented ten thouſand Curſes 
on the perfidious and ungrateful Cauſe of them: 
But perceiving that this rather encreaſed the 
Diſtraction of Emanuella, than any way com- 
forted her, ſhe began to change ber Talk, 
"begging her to be! as eaſy as ſhe could, and to 
proceed in her Journey to Alcala; and having 
_enquir'd which way Berillia and her Conduc- 
tor took, and being inform'd, they went to- 
wards that Town, ſhe endeavour'd to in- 
ſpire her with a hope that they might be heard 
of there. There was indeed but little 
Probability in this Con jecture; but as this 
Was not a Place to continue in, the diſtreſs'd 
Lady thought ſhe might as well go there as 
to any other Place; and complying with the 
Perſuaſions of her | Nurſe, they left the Inn, 
and in a ſhort time arriv'd at Alcala. 
NURSE's Predictions had ſo much o 
Truth in them, that on Enquiry they found 
that ſuch Perſons as thoſe they ſought had | 
paſs d through the City, but had ſtaid no 
longer than to take a ſmall Refreſhment, and 
were gone on the Road to Madrid . To 
ſend any body after them, Emanuella knew 
' would be in vain ; becauſe it was impoſſible 
they would tarry there, on the acccunt of Pon 
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abin : therefore ſhe was obliged to fit down 

with the Misfortune without the leaſt Hope ſhe 
ſhould ever have any Reparation for it; but with 
what racking Reflections, thoſe who will but 
give themſelves the trouble of thinking what a 
ow in her Circumſtances mult feel, will be 
better able to judge, than all cheDeſcriprions K 
could give, would make them. 

WHAT now could this unhappy Lady do 
ſhe was in a Place where ſhe was entirely 
unacquainted, tho* that ſhe was ſo, was the 
only Conſolation ſhe had ; ſhe had no means 
of providing for herſelf and little Family, and 
when the Charges of her Journey were de- 


frayed, had ſcarce any Money remaining 


No Condition ſure was ever ſo calamitous as 
her's Her Spirits had doubtleſs ſunk. 


beneath the weight of Sorrow, which op- 


preſs'd her, if the Vigour of her Care for her 
dear Child had not kept them up. Some- 
thing muſt be thought on for the procuring for 
him the. Neceſlaries of Life, whatever ſhould 


become of herfelf——and' thinking nothing too 
much to do for him, ſhe threw off the fine 


Lady, endeavour'd to forget whoſe Daughter 
The was, and the Hopes ſhe was bred to, and 


Tabmittad . to the meatieſt, and moſt ſervile 


Offices for Bread. —She took a little Lodg- 


ing in the cheapeſt part of the Town, and 
leaving her Nurſe at home to take Care of 


that which was much dearer to her than all 


other Conſiderations, ſhe went every day to 
a Convent in that City; ; Where doing Services 
for the Nuns in the manner of an Out or 
Lay-Sifter, ſhe made a ſhift to get as much 
as ,magtan 4d them, tho* in a manner which 


P23 none 
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none who had known her before theſe Miſ- 
fortunes came upon her, could have believ'd 
ſhe could have liv'd to endure. But what 
will not Love enable one to go through! what 
Difficulties are ſo great but Inclination can 
Surmount! She condeſcended to every thing 
with Chearfulneſs, for the ſake of Viclorinus; 
and while ſhe fed her longing Eyes with 
gazing. on his Infant-Charms, and claſped the 
lovely. Innocent in her Arms, ſhe thought 
herſelf not wretched ; and paſſing all the 
Night in that ſweet Employment, forgot the 
Hardſhips of the Day. In ſpite of the real 
Coldnefs with which ſhe had been treated by 
_  Emilias, and the monſtrous Ingratitude and 
 Baſenefs ſhe, had been made to believe him 
guilty of, her Soul ſtill confeſs'd the Graces 
of his Perfon ; his Image was too deeply im- 
preſs d in her Mind, ever to baniſhed thence, 
tho effac d and blotted by the Memory of his 
Crimes: The little Viforinus had Features 
ſo perfectly reſembling his, that there wanted 
but Age to make them appear the fame ; 
and this Likeneſs not a little added to the 
Fondneſs ſhe otherwiſe had for him. All the 
Paſſion ſhe once had for the Father, was now 
tranſmitted to the Son; which join'd to the 
ſoft Care which all who are Seekers feel, 
rais d her's to the moſt elevated Pitch that 
Humanity is capable of being infpir'd with. 
UT, to proſecute, the melancholy Hiſtory of 
her Misfortunes, ſhe had languiſh'd away (for 
it could not be call'd living) ſeven or eight 
Months at Alcala in the manner already repre- 
ſented, without ſeeing, or being ſeen by any 
body ſhe knew ; but "is probable "the one 
e 5 mighe 
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might be owing to the little notice ſhe took of 
every thing but what concern'd her Buſineſs, 
and the other to the Station ſhe was in, ſo far 
different from that in which. any one would 
have imagin'd to have found the accompliſh'd, 
and once ſo much ador'd Emanuella. But one 
day being at the Cloyſter-Gate on her uſual 
Employment, ſhe ſaw a handſome young Fryar 
waiting to be admitted to ſpeak! with the Ab- 
beſs ; happening to ſtay a little longer than was 
cuſtomary, ſhe had an opportunity of conſider- 
ing his Face, and fancying at firſt ſight ſhe 
knew him, on looking more heedfully, ſoon 
diſcovered him to be Don Octavio, one whom 

ſhe had formerly many Opportunities of con- 
verſing with at the Houſe of Don Jabin, and 
whom ſhe: fince had heard had fought with 
Emilius on the account of Donna Julia. Cu- 
rioſity made her ,enquire of ſome of the Nuns, 
who ſhe /perceiv'd knew him, what had been 
the oocaſion of his becoming one of the Reli- 
ions; and was told by them, that it was o- 
_cafion'd by Deſpair : that Honour preventing 


him from attempting any thing againſt a Rival 


who had given him his Life, he forſook the 


World. as ſoon as his hopes were at an end, by 


the Marriage of Julia with the Count; and 
that the 22 of that Nunnery being his 
Aunt, he came there to pay his Duty as he 

paſs d throꝰ Alcala in his way to ſome other 
part of the Country. Emanuella had experienc'd 
too much of Love and Deſpair, to be ſurpriz'd 


at the Effect ſhe found: thoſe Paſſions . had 


- caus'd in him, and/it was with compaſſion on- 
ly ſhe reflected on a Change ſo little to be ex- 
ä from that Gaiety, which he was, once 


the. 
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the moſt fam'd for of any Chevalier in Madrid, 
She was highly ſatisſy'd however in her Mind, 
that her Dreſs, and the Alteration of her Cir- 
cumſtances had ſo much diſguis'd her, that a 
Perſon. who had been fo perfectly acquainted 
with her Face, ſhould now not have any notion 
he had ſeen it before, and began: to live with 
more ſecurity in her thought, that ſhe might 
continue undiſcover'd, tho* ſhe ſhould happen 
to be ſeen even by Emilius himſelf, the Per- 
ſon of all the World from whom, as ſhe then 
was, ſhe moſt defir'd to be conceal'd. But 
alas ! it was not ordain'd for this unhappy Wo- 
man to have any part of her Wiſhes com- 
pleated ; ſhe but hoped to live and die in this 
forlorn Obſcurity, and that alſo: was deny'd 
her: It was but a few days after ſhe: had ſeen 
Octavio, that a Lady, call'd Donna Facinta del 
Florexada, à young Widow of a vaſt : Eſtate, 
who us'd frequently to come and paſs ſome 
Hours in converſation with the Nuns, deſir'd 
to ſpeak 'with her; ſhe had often ſeen her at 
the Convert, and taking more notice of the 
Delicacy of her Hands and Complexion, the 
Sweetneſs of her Voice, and the graceful Man- 
ner in which ſhe delivered her Words, than 
many others who had the ſame opportunity of 
obſerving her, imagin'd ſhe had been educated 
in a faſhion which might deſerve a better State 
of Life than what ſhe at preſent liv'd in; and 
having ſome young Child ren, believ'd ſhe 
might be a proper Perſon for a Governeſs: 
She diſcours' d her on that Head, and putting 


1 many queſtions to make tryal of her Capacity, 


found it ſo infinitely beyond what even her 
good Opinion had ſuggeſted, that ſhe ie 
* 1 ately 
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ately made her an offer of coming into her 
Houſe, and aſſur d her of Ulage more like a 
Siſter than a Servant. 

THIS Propoſal, tho* an extraordinary 
Favour, (for Donna Jacinta was not only 
one of the greateſt, but beſt Woman in the. 
Place) was not altogether ſo agreeable to Ema- 
nuella as the other expected. In the firſt 
place, ſhe knew not how to part with that 
dear Babe, whom as yet ſhe had never been 
abſent from one Night, and whom her very 
Soul was wrapt in. — And in the next, 
ſhe was unwilling to go into a Family where 
ſhe knew there was always a great Variety 
of Company, for fear ſome one or other might 
happen to know her. The firſt of theſe Rea- 
ſons ſhe made no ſcruple of acquainting Donna 
Jacinta with, and the other ſhe palliated by 
ſaying ſhe was of a Diſpoſition too melan- 
choly to endure the ſight. of many People; 
and for that cauſe fear'd ſhe might be unfit 
for the Employment ſhe would engage her in.— 
But the obliging Lady would be deny'd by no 
means; ſhe had taken a fancy to her, and was 
reſolv'd to have her: ſhe told her The com- 
mended the Love and. Care ſhe ſeem'd to have 
of her Child, and that ſhe would be far from 
endeavouring to alienate an Affection ſo praiſe- 
worthy, or make her unhappy by taking her 
from that which ſhe ſo dearly priz'd. You ſhall 
have your Child with you, ſaid ſhe, both that and 
a Nurſe to look after it ſhall be as welcome as 
yourſelf; and as it grows up, I will undertake to 
give him an Education equal to my own: and 
as for your other Objections, tho I think Com- 
* fn beſt relief for Melancholy, I will ors 
preſs 
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Preſs, you to come into it Lou ſhall ſee no body 
but thoſe whom you think fit.— Nor will J 


exact any thing from you, but what ſhall be 


agreeable to your own Inclinations, There 
appeared ſo uncommon à Good-Nature and 


Frankneſs in this Lady, as well as Advan- 


tage in the Offer ſhe made her, that Emanu- 
ella muſt have thought herſelf both her own. 


and Child's Enemy to have refuſed it.——She 


accepted it therefore with all the Acknow- 
ledgments of Gratitude with it, and immedi- 
ately went home to put herſelf in as good a 
Capacity as ſhe could, to return to this kind 

Patroneſs for good and all. Her poor Nurſe 
was over-joy'd when ſhe heard the News, 
and every thing being ready in a few Hours, 
all the little Family remov'd, from daily 'Care, 
. Scarcity, and ſometimes Want, to Eaſe, Plenty, 
and to Chearfulneſs: They were receiv'd 
with a Welcome far beyond their Expe&ations ; 
had an Apartment aſſign'd for them, as tho? 
they had been Gueſts, not continued Inmates 
of the Houſe : the Servants were order'd to 
treat Emanuelln, who had now given herſelf 
the Name of Placillia, with all the reſpect ima- 
ginable, and her Nurſe with the- ſame Kind- 
neſs, as if it were their own young Maſter 


ſhe attended. Donna Jacinta was ſo far from 


promiſing more than ſhe intended to perform, 


that on the contrary her Words came infinitely 


ſhort of her Deeds. Nor was ſhe of that 
flaſhy uncertain Temper which ſome People 
are of, tho* accounted Good-humour'd too, 
of being one day extravagantly fond of thoſe 


they call Friends, and the next ſcarce owning 


they have any ſuch Acquaintance: She was 
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always the ſame, always in one Temper, un- 
leſs it were, that her Affections ſeem'd every 
day to encreaſe to her new Companion; but 
that is little to be wonder'd at, ſince this un- 
happy Fair had a ſtock of Charms in her Con- 
verſation and Behaviour, which were not to be 
diſcover'd all at once: The Amendment in her 
manner of living made alſo ſo great a one in 
her Looks, that ſhe was hardly to be known 
for the Perſon who us'd to be employ'd in 
Meſſages, or whatever other mean Office the 
Nuns had no more diſcernment than to put her 
(6 Fong She now began to reſume her former 
Charms, and appear again herſelf. Jacinta 
perceiving her Skill in Muſick, Painting, Phi- 
lolophy, and all thoſe Accompliſhments which 
few but thoſe of Quality can afford, or at 
leaſt take the pains to have their Children in- 
ſtructed in, could not be perſuaded but that 
ſhe was of Noble Deſcent, and frequently ſol- 
licited her to give her the Hiſtory A her Life; 
but the other could not be prevaiFd upon to 
relate more than that her Father was a Gen- 
tleman in a diſtant part of Spain, and that by 
marrying againſt his Conſent to a Perfon who 
was now dead, ſhe had been reduced to many 
Misfortunes. - This was a- Story ſhe had 
fram'd, for all who enquired into her Affairs; 
nor could all the kindneſs of this, Lad 
oblige: her to reveal the Truth: Her Nuh 
was alſo extreamly faithful to the Truſt ſhe 
had repoſed in her, 'nor ever divulged the leaſt 
Hint of thoſe Affairs ſhe knew, which tho? 
bur a ſmall part, was yet enough to have made 
all that her Miſtreſs had ſaid appear fabulous. 


E a 


TH Us did ſhe live as happy as a Perſon 
can live, who lives dependent on the Favour of 
another: that good Lady took care to confer 
her Obligations in ſuch a manner, that they 
ſhould be as little as poſſible uneaſy to the 
Receiver; and the other was ſo ſenſible of her 
Favours, that ſhe at length became her's as 
much thro” Inclination as Duty. — She had 
continu'd with her about a Year without any 
thing happening of moment, and ſhe was be- 
ginning to think Fortune was grown weary of 
perſecuting her, and would permit her to con- 
tinue in that Aſylum of Tranquillity which 
ſhe now enjoy d: She had no reaſon to ima- 
gine ſhe ſhould not live and die with this kind 
Friend ; and the Experience of her Goodneſs 
to herſelf, gave her a certainty that the young 
Viclorinus would find the Effects of it in as full 
a manner as if ſhe were to live. She would 
often talk to Donna Jacinta in this manner, 
who, tho” ſhe never heard her without re- 
newing the Promiſes ſhe had before made her, 
yet ſhe endeavour'd to pur her off from ſuch 
kind of Diſcourſes, becauſe ſhe thought them 
a kind of Food to that Melancholy ſhe ſeem'd 
but too much to give way to. They were ſit- 
ting together one day, when a Gentleman and 
Lady, attended by a great number of Ser- 
vants, alighted at the Gate, which oblig'd | 


Donna Jacinta to go to receive them: Emanu- 


ella continu*d\in; her Chamber, the other per- 
ceiving how much averſe ſhe ſeem'd to be ſeen 
by any body but the Family, had for a good 
While left ſoliciting her to come into Company; 
but ſhe had not now remain'd long alone, be- 
fore ſne came running into the Room, 215 
45 | * er 
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her ſhe would oblige her ſo far as to come 
down ſhe told bh the Perſons that came 
to viſit her were her near Relations, and that 
the Lady, who was moſt paſſionately fond of 


her Husband, and had no Children by him, 


had happen'd to ſee the little Victorinus at play 
in the, Garden, and imagin'd him ſo like her 


Lord, that ſhe expreſs'd a prodigious Impa- 
tience to ſee the Mother. It would be impoſſi- 


ble to repreſent the diſturb'd Motions of Ema- 


auelia's Soul all the time ſhe heard her ſpeak— 


ſhe began to think of ſomething, tho? at pre- 
ſent ſhe could not well tell of what a ſort 
of diſtant Gueſs——a wild Notion of a Poſſibi- 
lity of ſome wonderful Event a thouſand 
- incoherent unconnected Ideas ran in an inſtant 
thro' her Mind, and almoſt threw her into a 
Swoon. Donna Jacinta was extremely ſur- 


priz'd to find ſo ſudden an Alteration in her 


Countenance, and ask'd her if ſhe were not 
well ——No, Madam (anſwer'd ſhe, ſcarce 
able to ſpeak) and therefore intreat you would 


excuſe my appearing before this Company. 1 


know not how to do it (reſum d the other) ſince 
they are ſo very preſſing, but will endeavour it 
at your Requeſt 
ſhe) that I could prevail on you: the Lady, 
who is my. Couſin Germain, is marry d to a 
Count of the Empire, and it may be prodigi- 


oully.in their power to She had opportu- 
nity to ſay no more, the Perſon ſhe was ſpeak- 


ing to, was now 1ncapable of hearing her, and 
fallen at her Feet on the Floor, quite ſenſe- 
leſs.— Amaz'd as ſhe was, ſhe omitted no- 
thing for her Recovery, and throwing Water 
on her Face, ſoon brought her to herſelf ; but 
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tho” I could wiſh, (added 
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the Torrent of Tears which guſh'd from her 
Eyes, as ſoon as ſhe open'd them—the Sighs, 
which at her return of Breath ſeeming as tho? 
they would exhauſt it quite, made the good- 
natur d Obſerver half ſtupefy'd with Grief and 
Wonder : Nothing was more apparent, than 
that ſhe had been brought into this Condition 
only by her being preſs'd to go into this Com- 
pany ; and not being able to gueſs the reaſon 
of it, and perceiving ſhe did not go about to 
ſpeak it—For Heaven's ſake, ſaid ſhe, what have 
I ſaid ro occaſion this Confuſion of your Soul? 
or what has Count Emilius, or Donna Julia done, 
which ſhould render their Preſence ſo hateful 
to 297 ? 'Theſe Words, which fo entirely 
:onfirm'd her in thote Suggeſtions which al- 
ready had work'd ſuch ſad Effects, were very 
near throwing her again into thoſe Faintings 
from which ſhe had ſo lately been recover'd— 
but muſtering up all the Spirit ſhe had left to 
ſtand this Shock, which of all that had be- 
fallen her, ſeem'd the moſt terrible, ſhe flung 
| herſelf at the Feet of Donna Jacinta, and with 
trembling Hands catching hold of her Robe, 
Ol! pardon me, (ſaid ſhe, in ſearce' intelligible 
Accents) pardon me, molt excellent Lady, that 
T have abus'd your Goodneſs with a feign'd 
Tale I am not the Perſon I pretended, but a 
Wretch unworthy of your Favour—a Wretch, 
Who by one fatal Crime has drawn down all 
the ſtor'd Vengeance of high Heaven on her 
but, as you have hitherto been fo divinely 
kind—O caſt me not off at once—Expoſe me 
not to Horrors worſe than Death—than Hell 
O ſave me from the Sight of Emilius, and you 


ſhall hereafter be made ſenfible of the whole 
DR 12 70 Truth 
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Truth of my unhappy Story. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, 
and Donna Jacinta was about to make ſome 
Reply, when ſhe was prevented, by the ſud- 
den coming in of Emilius and his Lady, with 
the young Victorinus in her hand: The Sur- 
prize they were in, that Jacinta ſtay d ſo much 
longer than they expected, their Impatience to 
ſee the Mother of a Child whom both of them 
were ſo much charm'd with, made them take 


the Liberty, being told which Room ſhe was 


in, of coming up. Emanuella. being oppoſite 
to the Door, had the opportunity of ſeeing 
them firſt ; and in the inſtant Diſtraction that 
View gave her, incapable of any Thought but 


how to ſhun it, a Window by Accident being 


open, ſhe flew to it, and crying out, Fate, thou 
haſt done thy worſt! was very near throwing 
herſelf our 5 it, if Donna Jacinta, who, tho 


equally ſurpriz 1 had her Thoughts more pre- 


par'd for ſuch an Adventure, had not been 
very quick in catching hold of her. Emilius, 
who at once ſaw Emanuella and her Deſpair, 
ſtood for ſome Moments like one depriv' d of 
Motion - No Words can reach what twas 
he felt at an Object ſo unexpected! So alarm- 


ing !—the moſt ſtrong Surprize, the moſt violent 


Grief, the moſt paſſionate 'Tenderneſs at once 
poſſeſs d him, and he was as unable to expreſs 
the Force of either, as I am to deſcribe it. 

DONNA Julia, who had but one Paſſion to 


ſtruggle with, ſoon overcame that enough to 


ask her Couſin Jacinta, what had occaſioned 
the Confuſion ſhe beheld, and her own Con- 
ſternation; but that Lady, who {till held the 
afflicted See in her Arms at the other 
end of the Room, and was endeavouring to 

0 per- 
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perſuade her to Moderation, had not leiſure 
to make any Reply to what ſhe ſaid, or to 
caſe her own Wender, by enquiring the at 
of 'this Affair; which tho? ſhe gueſs d at part 
of, was far from imagining who Emanuela re- 
ally was, or the Cauſes ſhe had for Deſpair. 
Emilins was 'the only Perſon who cou'd un- 
fold this Myſtery, and believing, that ſince fo 
much had been diſcover d, it were beſt to 
reveal the Whole, reſolv d to do it, tho? 
it were ſo nice a Point, that it equi all 
the Rhetorick he was Maſter of, to handle. 
without giving Offence to Donna Julia : He 
was alſo divided in his Sentiments, whether 
it wou'd not more add to the Diſorder of 
Emannella to relate the Story before her Face, 
or by taking the Company into another Room, 
leave her in ſuſpence; but after a little debate 
in his Mind, ke at length concluded on the 
latter as moſt proper; and drawing nearer to 
che Place where Donna Jacintu and Emanuelia 
were, addrefling himſelf to the former, Ma- 
dam, "ſaid he, J believe it will be much better 
for us to retire, and leave this afflicted Lady 
to that Repoſe our continuing here may hinder 
her from enjoying. I will not, Madam ! added 
he, turning to the other, and bowing very reſpett- 
full, preſume to remain in your Sight, nor re- 
turn do it till thoſe Stains the Treachery of 
the unworthy Ber illia have caſt on my Character 
are remoy' dd — then you will find Emilius 
has not been ſo blameable, as at preſent he ap- 
pears; and will, I hope, admit his Preſence, 
without giving him any Tortures by the fight 
of yours: As much averſe' as Emanuella was 


to > hear him * the Name of Berillia at- 
” I tracted 
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tracted her Attention, —— in the midſt of her 
Agonies, in the midſt of that Shock of Nature 
his ſudden coming had given her, ſhe wou'd 
have been pleas'd at finding him not altogether 


ſo guilty as ſhe had beliey'd him; and faneying 


there was a poſſibility that unfaithful Crea- 
ture had deceiv'd her, in the Repreſentation 
ſhe had made of him, as well as er Afﬀ-- 
fairs, would have been contented to have had 
him repeat what he knew of her; and finding 
there was now an abſolute Neceſſity of every - 


thing being diſcover'd, thought the Recital might 


as well be made before her Face: ſhe felt ſome- 
thing at her Heart, which gave her an Aſſu- 
rance ſhe ſhou'd not long ſurvive ſo publick an 


Eclairciſſment of what ſhe had done, and was 
willing to ſubmit to the ſhame of it, to gra- 
rify her Impatience, to acknowledge herſelf 
miſtaken in condemning the Man, whom to 
have found innocent ſhe wou'd, à long time 
ago, have parted with Life. If, ſaid ſhe, my 
Lord! you have any thing to tell me of the 


Falſhood of that wicked Wretch, more than 


what I am already appriz'd of, 1 beg it may be 
no Secret: Set forth in what terms you pleaſe 


her Faults, and my Misfortunes; I am inur'd 


to Miſeries of all kinds, and can endure even 
this ſevereſt Tryal.— Perhaps, continua d ſbe 
weeping, with greater Fortitude than the reſt, 
becauſe it is the laſt - the laſt of Horrors Ioan 
live to know. She made this Requeſt in ſuch 
a manner, and accompany'd it with ſo many 
Sighs, and. ſuch Diſtortion of her Features 
while ſhe was ſpeaking, that the Count made 
a doubt whether ir was belt for him ro com- 
9 5 with it; and 'tis probable wou'd have 
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evaded it, had ſhe not over, and over again, 
Intreated he wou'd relate all he knew, and put 
a period to the Amazement which his Wife and 
Donna Jacinta were all this time involv'd in; 
'till finding himſelf preſs d paſt Denyal not 
only by her, but by thoſe two Ladies, who glad 
ſhe had propos'd it, ſeconded her Deſire, he 
was oblig'd to ſatisfy their Curioſity ; which 
after having a little recollected what he was 
about to diſcloſe, he did in theſe, or the like 
Words. i 

I believe, ſaid he, that for the Satisfaction of 
all here, I need repeat no more than what Be- 
rillia herſelf confeſs'd, when happening to be 
taking the Air, about a Mile from Madrid, I 
ſaw that unhappy Wretch lying on the Graſs, 


weltring in her Blood, wounded in three or 


four Places, and almoſt ready to expire: So 
ſad an Object rais'd all that was compaſſionate 
in my-Soul, but when I went nearer, in hopes 
to afford her ſome Relief, Words wou'd but 
poorly make you ſenſible what*rwas 1 felt at 
knowing her to be Berillia, whom I thought 
one of the ſincereſt of my Friends. I be- 
gan to teſtify ſome part of my Concern, by 
enquiring by what means ſhe had become in 
that Condition, and offering to bind up her 
Wounds, but ſhe wou'd not permit me; but 
diſcovering all the marks of the moſt poinant 
and terrible Deſpair that ever was, told me, 
all Care wou'd be in vain, that ſhe was a 
dead Woman—and that if there was a Poſſi- 
bility. for her Wounds to be healed, ſhe wou'd 
herſelf make others, which ſhou'd be beyond 
the Power of Art. And then, perceiving 
my Amazement at hearing her ſpeak in this 

3 | man- 
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manner, You (cry'd ſhe) Emilius, have the leaſt 
Reaſon to pity me of all the World—— you f 
have wrong'd in the higheſt manner. — 
continuid ſhe, in an Agony to which the Rack ' 
mean, Heaven never can forgive the Injuſtice 
I have done you, nor the Ruin I have brought 
on the innocent Emanuella both both 
of you I have betray'd traduc d, and tho 
ſhe is the greateſt Sufferer, tis you appear the 
only Criminal. She then, on my Intreaty, and 
Aſſurance of Pardon for whatever ſhe had 
done, proceeded to inform me, how cruelly ſhe 
kad accus'd me to you, and confeſs* d, that all 
the Intelligence ſhe had given me was falſe 
concerning your clandeſtine Marriage with an 
inferiour Perſon, who ſince grown weary. of, 
you had ſent to Andaluxia, where he died; 
of a ſhameful Intrigue you carry'd on with 
another, even at the time that you permitted 
my Addreſſes; and a thouſand fuch like mon- 
ſtrous Inventions, which I do not very well re- 
member; or if I did, ſhou'd bluſh ro wound 
your Ears with. 
EMANUELL 4 cou'd not hear the 
Recital of ſuch vile Accuſations without lift- 
ing up her Eyes to Heaven, 'in token of Aſto- 
niſhment, that there cou'd be ſuch Wicked- 
neſs permitted; but reſtrained herſelf from 
ſaying any thing to interrupt him : and he 
went on in this manner. | 

IT may ſeem like an idle Excuſe, continu 4 
the Count, for me to ſay in my Defence, that 
when ſhe endeavour'd to bring me to that 
Opinion her baſe Intentions aim*d ; ſhe made 
uſe of all the Artifice the Devil ever taught 


and bound me from * either by Words, 
or 
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or Letters, a tittle of what ſhe had ſaid, by 
Oaths too terrible to be diſpens d with; ſoI ſhall - 
only ſay, before this Lady who is now my Wife, 
I at: that time thought myſelf roo much the 
Husband of Emanuella to have made my Ad- 
dreſſes to any other, had not the Stratagems 
of the falſe Berilia impos'd ſo artfully on my 
Belief, as to make me imagine the Engagements 
between us had been firſt diſfoly'd by you. — 
But I will not detai n your Attention, by al- 
ledging any thing in vindication of a Man, 
whom, perhaps, you wiſh not ſhou'd be clear'd; 
aud ho bas it not now in his power to re- 
pair the Injuries you have ſuſſer'd on his ſcore. 
The dying Berillia, as I was about to tell 
you, had Breath enough to confeſs all this firſt 
part of her Barbarity ar large, but her Strength 
decreaſing, ſhe. run but {lightly over that 
which ſhe atterwards was guilty of to you, in 
conſpiring with a young Man, whom ſhe for a 
long time had held a eriminalConverſation with, 
to rob you of thar Money ſhe had advis'd you 
to call out of her Father's hands; —- and how 
the Villain, as ſhe was travelling with him to 
Toledo, as he had made her hope, had taken it 
from her, ſtabb'd her, and left her in that 
condition in which I found her — The 
Horrors which ſeiz d on this poor Wretch, at 
the approach of Death, wou'd be too dreadful 
to deſcribe : | Never did I ſuſtain a ſhock like 
what the ſight of them occaſion'd in me; but, 
baſe as ſhe had been, I had promis'd her For- 
giveneſs; and indeed, the Penitence ſhe ex- 
preſs'd ſeem'd to deſerve it: therefore, after 
waiting till I found ſhe had no longer Senſe of 
Pity or Conſolation, I remounted, and . 4 
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faſt as I cou'd into the Town, with the melan- 
cCholy Account of what I had ſeen and heard 
to Don Jab in, who, not forgetting ſhe was his 


Child, tho” a diſobedient one, ſent Servants to 
fetch her Body, and bury d it in a Faſhion 


ſuitable to her Quality. 


HERE Emilius concluded his Narration, 
which, as he expected, put an end to the Won 


der this little Company had been in, before 


they had any gueſs how Placillia and he had 


been acquainted :. but not only his Wife, but 


Jacinta had alſo heard much of Emanuella, the 


Misfortunes which the Avarice of Don Pedro 
had ſubjected her to, ———the Favour ſhe had 


found from the King, in obliging him to re- 


pair part of the Loſs ſhe had ſuſtain'd, —— 
the Engagements ſhe had with the Count, —— 


their breaking of, ——— her going afterward 
among the Ponrelairs, her ſudden leaving 
them ; — and the Diſcourſe that fill'd the 
Ton "IX what reaſon ſhe had been oblig'd to 
do ſo. All this, was no Secret to either of 


them, and from the firſt Diſcovery that Pla- 
cilia was Emanuella, they ceas d to be ſurpriz d 


at the effects of ſuch a meeting: but both of 


them, as well as Emanuella herſelf, expected he 


would have taken ſome notice, in his Diſcourſe, 
of the little Viclorinus, who, doubtleſs, had not 
been left unmention'd by Berillia; and whom, 
fince the clearing of his Mother's Innocence, 


he cou'd make no doubt of being his own 


Child : —— but that was a Subject he fear'd 
wou'd be too ſhocking to the well- known 
= Niceneſs of Emanuella's Modeſty. 
= fides, he knew not how his Wife might take a 
3 Repetition of What, 1 many S 
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ſhe cou'd not but be ſenſible of without. 
But that Lady ſuſpecting the reaſon of his Si- 
lence on that head, and willing to ſnew how 
much her Soul diſdain'd that mean Paſſion 
Wives are too liable to fall into; taking Ema- 


nuella by the Hand, and preſſing it with a moſt {| 


obliging Tenderneſs, Tho' Madam ( ſaid ſhe ) 
the Count has Charms, which created in me a 
Wiſh to become his Wife, long before I had 
the leaſt Hope of being ſo; I beg you will 
believe me, when I proteſt by all that's ſacred, 
that had I been appriz'd of the Right you had 
in him, I would have choſe to fall a Martyr to 
Deſpair, rather than by gratifying my Deſires 
have been guilty of ſo much Injuſtice ; nor can 
J ever yield to be Partaker more of Joys to 
which you have 'a ſuperior Claim, unleſs 
you vouchſafe to give a Sanction which the 
Prieſt had not the power to do: Emilius 
firſt, was yours, ——— is ſtill yours, by all 


thoſe Ties which ought to bind an honeſt 


Mind; and, if you can forgive the Crime 


he has been but betray'd to act, IJ here re- 


ſign him, and with him, the Title I have 
innocently ſo long uſurp'd. . Emanu- 
ella, who had liſtned with Surprize to this 
uncommon Generoſity, wou'd ſuffer her to 
proceed no farther, but interrupting her, — 
How glad am I ( ſaid ſbe) to find before 
I die, one Woman, whoſe Excellence of Na- 
ture will preſerve my Sex from thoſe Impu- 
tations the monſtrous Wickedneſs of Berillia 
wou'd elſe draw on it: But, do not 
think, moſt incomparable Julia, that I have 
a Soul” fo little capable of Gratitude, as to 
abufe ſuch Goodneſs ; ———Emilizs is only 
8 l . yours, 
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yours; whatever Engagements had paſs'd be- 
tween us, I myſelf diſſolv'd. When, 
by the Loſs of my Fortune I thought my- 
ſelf unworthy of his Bed, I relinquiſh'd all 


the Right his Vows had given me to him; 


and his enfranchis'd Heart was free for you, 
or any Lady whoſe Deſerts might claim the 
Prize. —— I have nothing to accuſe him of, 
and am too much his Friend, not to rejoice 
that his good Stars directed him, where 


Beauty join'd with ſuch conſummate Virtue 


cannot fail to give him laſting Happineſs. 
Nothing I cou'd ſay wou'd be ſufficiently 


Pictureſs, to paint the various Agitarions 


which perplex*d the Soul of Emilius all the 


time they were ſpeaking; but the Matter 
'Was too delicate for him, to offer at an In- 


terpoſition, and not being able to ſay any thing 


but what might poſſibly cauſe Diſtaſte ei- 
ther in the one or the other, he choſe to 


remain ſilent, and leave the noble - minded 
Ladies to decide the generous Conteſt, as 


they pleas'd: When the admirable Julia 


thus proſecuted the Deſign, which had in- 
duc'd her to ſpeak in the manner ſhe had 


done to Emanuella. Since, Madam | ( ſaid ſhe) 
either to the Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, 


which will not ſuffer you to render a Wo- 


man, who, you think, has not ſufficient For- 
titude to ſuſtain it, miſerable by the Loſs 


of all ſhe loves, or to the little Inclination 
you, have to pardon him, who, after the ad- 
mirable Emanuella, cou'd look on any other 
with a Lover's Eyes: To which ſoever of 


theſe Reaſons I am indebted for the con- 
tinuance of the Name I wear, you mult. 


per- 
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mit me to remind you, there is another 
Tye, of which you have not the power to 


diſengage Emilins : — This lovely Infant 
( continu d ſhe, taking him in her Arms) whom 
at firſt ſight attracted my Love, muſt ever 
be acknowledg'd as the juſt Heir of all his 
Father is poſſeſs d of; ——— and, give me 
leave alſo, to regard him with a Mother's 
Tenderneſs; and how many Children ſoever 
Heaven ſhall be pleas d to bleſs me with, 
make him an equal Sharer with them of all 
the little Fortune I can call my own. —— 
Nay (added fhe, after a little pauſe, and per- 
ceiving, by her Looks, the Confuſion of Emanu- 
ella's. Soul at theſe Words) as a Teſtimony 
that you are not diſpleas'd at the rere 
I pretend to take in this little Charmer, 
5 muſt conſent to live with me as a 

iſter, — as a Friend. ——— Here Donna 
Facinta (pitying from her Soul rhe Emo- 
tions Emanuella muſt feel at ſuch Oblige- 
ments from. her Rival ) thought it was her 
Place to fad and interrupting her, No, 


" 
* 


Couſin, (aid ſhe) T muſt put a bar to 


this laſt Requeſt ; ——— I had a Friend- 
ſhip for Emanuella, before I knew who ſhe 
was, and cannot conſent to part with her 
when I find her fo much more worthy my 
Eſteem ; —<o— She muſt continue with me 
till Death inforces a Separation. ——— She 
was about to ſay ſomething more, when 


Emanuella, over-prefs*d with Shame, with 


Gratitude, with Tenderneſs, and perhaps, 


' a mixture of another Paſſion more difficult 


to be ſupported than all the reſt; had no 


longer Strength to ſtruggle with the differ- 
: N ing 
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ing Agitations, and ſunk fainting in her 
Chair: It would be hard to fay, whether 
the Care of bringing her to herſelf, ap-, 
pear'd moſt zealous in the Endeavours of 
Donna Julia, Donna Facinta, or Emilius ;. 
the latter of whom, as ſoon as ſhe was in 
a Condition of hearing them, ſaid a thou- 
ſand tender and obliging things to her; nor 
did the generous Partner of his Bed con- 
ceive the leaſt Diſpleaſure at it, but, on 
the contrary, thought he never. cou'd ex- 
preſs a Senſe enough of what that unhappy 
Lady had ſuffer'd for him, and wou'd have 
rejoic'd to have had it in her power to 
have afforded her any Conſolation : but alas! 
her Misfortunes were now arriv'd at their 
utmoſt height, and ſoon muſt know a Pe- 
r10d with her Life. Reſentment was all 
which for a. long time had kept the Lamp 
of Life awake, and that being now extin- 
guiſh'd in a Flood of ſofter Paſſions, the 
other muſt of neceſſity expire. — They: 
ſoon found ſhe was too much diſorder'd for 
Converſation, and therefore, thought it con- 
venient ſhe ſhould be put into a Bed, where 
perceiving ſhe grew worſe, a Phyſician was 
ſent for to attend; but from the Moment 
he ſaw her, he began to doubt any Succeſs 
of his Preſcriptions: In ſhort, ſhe died in 
three days, of no other Diſtemper than a 
broken Heart; equally lamented by Donna 
Julia, as by Emilius and Jaciuta: Nor did 
they, afrer her Death, take leſs Care than 
they had promis'd of young Victorinus; each 
ſeem'd to out-vye the other in their Fondneſs 
of him: He was bred in all the Accompliſh- 


ments - 
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ments which can adorn a Youth of Quality; 
and affer the Deceaſe of Emilius, and his ge- 
nerous Lady, who never had any Children 
herſelf, was left in poſſeſſion of the Fortunes 
of them both, with a conſiderable Addition 
from © the Friendſhip of Jacinta- which he 
wakes uſe of with a Nobleneſs of Soul, pro- 
portionable to the Hopes of thoſe who gave 
him the Means of expreſling it; and is at this 
day the greateſt Ornament of the Kingdom 


which claims his Birth © - 
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